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To His GRACE the 


PRIMATE 


OF 
LR ELAN D. 
Alay it pleaſe your Gx act, 


TAKE. this occaſion, as I ſhall every other, 


of publickly avowing the honour I bear you: 
although with little advantage to you, or di- 


ſtinction to myſelf ; unleſs merely in the man- 
ner of profeſſing that veneration, and eſteem, which 
is borne you, alike, by every man of this nation; 
where you are juſtly conſidered, as a publick parent, 
equally loved, and honoured. How well you are in- 
titled to this appellation, will ſufficiently appear, 
when it is remembered, that to you, under Gon, 
this nation owes the main ſupport of her Poor, in 
their late general calamity. The famine was far ex- 
tended, and the mortality begun ; when your un- 
exampled, and unbounded charity, like the ſacred 
cenſer in the hand of Aaron, interpoſed between the 
living, and the dead, and the plague was ſtayed. 

The preſent age ſufficiently acknowledge this, and 
poſterity will know it, without the aid of this ano- 
nymous, and ſhort-lived letter ; and, perhaps, ma 
learn from this, and other coeval (though leſs emi- 
nent) inſtances, that wealth is ſometimes more uſe- 
ful, in the hands of the clergy, than ſome of their 
lay-brethren have always been willing to allow. Ir 
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may prove an occaſion of letting their own equal in- 
quiries inform them, in what hands it is more vir- 
tuouſly, or honourably imployed, in the proſperous 
days of the community ; or with more publick ſpirit, 
and Chriſtian beneficence, in thoſe of its diſtreſs. 
Yours, my Lord, was then, confeſſedly, a publick 
Fund, a pure, and ſalutary fountain, from whence 
all that thirſted might draw, and drink; and did ſo, 
by many thouſands a day (without the leaſt danger 
of riot, or exceſs) to the ſaving of ſuch a multitude 
of lives, as will be utterly incredible with poſterity. 

May the Providence of Gop, (clearly ſcen in your 
advancement to this high ſtation) that Providence, 
which hath remarkably bleſſed you, with very un- 
common vigour, beth of body, and mind, to this 
advanced age, long continue both to you, and you to 
us! And may you conclude your bleſſed liſe, as you 
have led it, after the example of your Lox p, and 
SAVIOUR, doing good ! 

This end, and this example, we all ſhould have 
in view, in all our purpoſes, as, I truſt in Gon, the 
author of this book had, both in publiſhing it to the 
world, and inſcribing it to you; for, in truth, he 
expects no addition, either of honour, or intereſt, 
to him, from this unauthentic proof of his being. 
with the trueſt veneration, and eſteem, 


Your GrACE's 
Aſaſ dutiful, and 
woſt obedient, 


humble Servant. 
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HA. I 


David, beboldins Bathſheba batheing herſelf, falls 
under the Temptation ;, and hath criminal Commerce 
with her : Urialt's Dcath the inevitable Conſcquence 
of this Commerce. 


N the cloſe of the laſt book, we left David, in 
the hcighth of honour, and happineſs ; his 
country flouriſhing, his armies ſucceſsful, and 
his enemies at his feet. But the heighths of 

fortune, and felicity are not, here, the ſecureſt, and 
the ſtcadieft ſtations : tempeſts, and temptations en- 
compaſs them; which ſuſter nothing ſerene, and per- 
manent, in this frail, unſtable ſtate. 

The ſeaſon of warfare returned; the Ammonites 
were the enemies; and indignities, perſonal to Da- 
vid, were to be vindicated ; decency, and dignity 
more naturally referred them, to the chaſtiſement 
of others. Joab, tliere fore, and all 7/rael with him, 
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were ſent into the field, and David continued at 
home. | | 

Joab, although he came off victorious in the laſt 

ition, had, however, been reduced to 

ſtreights ; ſeemingly, from ſome defect in his own 
conduct. And, therefore, David ſeems to have been 
now more than ordinarily careful, to ſend him out 
well attended. Inaſmuch as he ſent out, not only 
all the flower of the Jſraelite forces, but likewiſe, 
his own life-guard (his worthies, as I apprehend, in- 
cluded) along with him *. And the effects were 
anſwerable: for the text tells us, that they deſtroyed 
the children of Ammon, and befieged Rabbah, (their 
capital) but David tarried ſtill at Jeruſalem, 

And it came to paſs, that whilſt he was there, 
riſing one evening, from his afternoon's reſt, and 
walking upon the roof of his houſe, to enjoy the 
refreſhment of the evening air; the uſual relief of 
warmer climates ; he happened, unfortunately, to 
caſt his eye upon a moſt beautiful woman, who was 
batheing herſelf for health and refreſhment, in that 
cool, and ſeaſonable hour: but whether in her gar- 
den, or court yard, overlooked by the palace, or in 
ſome apartment of her houſe, whoſe windows o- 
pened that way, is not certain. Tradition points 
out the place of a fountain, ſtill called after her 
name : which ſhould make it probable, that ſhe 
bathed in a garden, did not Joſephus expreſly de- 
clare, that it was in her own houſe. And, indeed, 
tne natural modeſty, and decency of the ſex, and 
circumſtance of the time, (the evening) make his 
account much more credibic. And it is certain, that 
the declining rays of tlie ſun, ſhooting into the in- 
moſt receſſes of her chamber, at that time of the 
day, and throwing a great luſtre around her, might 
diſcover her very clearly, to very diſtant eyes, with- 

out 

* So, I think, we are well warranted to underſtand thoſe 


words, 2 Sam. xi. 1, David fent Joab, and his /ervants with 
him, axd oll Jarl 9 


* 
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out the leaſt ſuſpicion on her part, of any poſſibility 
of her being ſeen : and, of conſequence, conſiſtent- 
ly with all the reſerve of modeſty. However, this 
only is undoubted ; that David, ſtruck with her 
perſon, and beauty, which, ſuppoſing it under the 
conduct of the moſt guarded modeſty, might yet, 
in the action of batheing, be, to him, a ſight new, 
extraordinary, and ſurpriſing, (and ſuch, perhaps, 
as few modeſt men have ever beheld, but by acci- 
dent) ſuffered himſelf to be too much tranſported 
with it, and fell at once under the temptation. For, 
inquireing in the inſtant, and learning who ſhe was, 
he ſent, and had her brought into his apartment , 
where he had criminal commerce with her; and 
ſoon after ſuffered her to return to her houſe. 

All this was a ſudden, and, as it ſhould ſeem, 
from Nathan's parable, a ſecret tranſaction. 

I ſhall not take upon me, to account for this 
quick, impetuous paſſion, (the ſtarts of paſſion are, 
perhaps, the ſtrangeſt phænomena in our frame) and 
much leſs will I preſume either to excuſe, or inſult 
it : one thing only we know, that whatever, in ws 4 
degree, impairs the power of reaſon, adds ſo muc 
to the yen of paſſion ; and, poſſibly, that numb- 
neſs of reaſon, that ſtupidity, which never fails to 
attend an afternoon's ſleep, upon a full meal, might 
have been one ingredient, or, ſome way, or other, 
an addition to the extravagance of this ; at leaſt, the 
humane reader will pardon me the weakneſs of wiſh- 
ing to alleviate it. 

The woman was Bathfheba, the wife of Uriah, one 
of the king's worthies, and then with Joab, in the 
field. And it was eaſy for the king to ſend for her, 
under the pretext of conveying ſome diſpatches to 
her huſband, thro* her hands. 

What the ſtate of David's mind was, when the 
tumult of paſſion was laid, Bathſheba departed, and 
reafon returned, I ſhall not take upon me to paint. 
The calm reflections of a ſpirit, truly religious, will 
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beſt imagine the horrors of fo complicated a guilt, 
the recoil of confcience. When all thoſe 
afſfons, whoſe blandiſhments, but a few moments 
fore, deluded, ſeduced, and overfet his reaſon, 
now refumed their full deformity : or ruſhed into 
ir contrary extremes: deſire, into diftraftion ; 
the fweets of pleaſure, into bitterneſs of ſoul ; love, 
into ſelf-deteftation ; and hope, almoſt into the hor- 
rors of deſpair! The wife of one of his own wor- 
tly, an innocent, and a valuable wo- 
man, abuſed, and tainted, and brought to the very 
brink of ruin, and infamy ! A brave man baſely 
difhonoured ! and a faithful fubject irreparably in- 
jured ! The laws of Gop trampled under foot 
of that Gop, who had ſo eminently diſtinguiſhed, 
exalted, and honoured him ! Well might he cry 
out, in the anguiſh of this diſtracted condition; 
Frarfulneſs, and trembling are come upon me, and horror 
bath overwhelmed me. In one word, his condition was 
now fo dreadful, that it was not eaſy for him, to 
bring himſelf to the preſumption of even petition- 
mg for mercy | And this I take to be the true rea- 
fon, why we find no Pſalm of David's penn'd upon 
this occaſion. Not that he continued any time, and 
much leſs a long time, (as ſome have weakly ima- 
gined) in a ſtate of impenitence : that is, the 
ſtupidity, not of an initiating ſinner, but a ſeared 
conſcience. 

Beſides, had that been his caſe, the intercourſe had 
been continued, and the guilt repeated, which there 
is not the leaft colour of reaſon to believe, or e- 
ven ſuſpect. Quite the contrary: I am ſatisfied, no- 
thing ſucceeded this firſt act of guilt, but ſincere re- 
ace, the rack of conſcience, and a religious ha- 
bit of abſtinence, from the repetition of it. The 
indulgence in guilt, was an impetuous, unruly act 
of paſſion : the abſtinence from repeating it, a calm, 
eontinued habit of religion. 


Holy, 


| 
' 
| 
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Holy, and bleſſed abſtinence! ſure teſt of virtue, 
and proof of penitence ! Could any merit in mor- 
tals atone for guilt, in the ſight of Gop, I own, 
I ſhould ſeek no other ſatisfaction for this, than 
the ſacrifice of ſuch an abſtinence. But, alas] mor- 
tal guilt is not ſo expiated; nor its dreadful con- 
ſequences to be evaded, or eſcaped! 

thſheba, was with child; the proof of her a- 
dultery, inconteſtable; and the puniſhment due to 
it, inevitable, otherwiſe than from the cover of a 
ſubſequent commerce with her husband. Accord- 
ingly, Uriah is ſent for, and Foab ſecretly direc- 
ted to diſpatch him to the king, as from him- 
ſelf; probably, as a fit perſon to inform his ma- 
jeſty of the condition of the army; and to receive 
his further commands, in relation to the ſiege. And 
it is certain, that if Uriah were Joab's armour- 
bearer, as Foſephns aſſures us he was, a fitter perſon 
could not have been choſen. 

When he arrived, the king received him kindly ; 
inquired, how Foab, and the people with bim did, 
and how the war profpered : And when he had exa- 
mined him, as he thought fir, direfted him to go 
home, and refreſh himſelf, atter the fatigue of his 
journey; and, when he was departcd from the pa- 
lace, ordered (as a ſingular mark of his favour) 
that a meſs of meat, from the king's table, ſhould 
follow him to his houſe. It followed accordingly, 
but found him not there. For the text tells us, 
Uriah flept at the door of the kings houſe, with all the 
ſervants of his lord, and went not down to his houſe. 

When David heard, that Uriah had not gone 
home to his houſe, but ſtayed all night, in the pa- 
lace with thoſe of his fellow ſoldiers, who then kept 
the ward of the king's houſe, he ſcnt for him the 
next morning, and rebuked him, in a kind manner, 
for not having taken proper care of himſelf, after 
the toil of his journey. Uriah, in return, gave the 
king to underſtand, that eaſe, and indulgence 

would 
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would ill become him, in the preſent ſituation of 
his majeſty's affairs, and hard ſervice of his troops 
he anſwer, in the original, is truly heroic :— 
And Uriah ſaid unto David, Ibe Ark, and Iſrael, and 
Fudah, abide in tents, and my lord Joab, and the 
ſervants of my lerd, are encamped in the open fields. 
Shall I then go into mine houſe, to eat, and to drink, 
and to lie with my wife ? As thou liveſt, and as thy 
foul liveth, I will not do this thing. | 

The reader, I believe, can have no doubt, that 
this diſappointment threw the king into great per- 

lexity : he was evidently at a loſs what to do, or 
bo to conduct himſelf : and, in that doubt, com- 
manded Uriah to continue at Jeruſalem, one day 
more: Tarry here, ſaid the king, to-day alſo, and to- 
morrow I will let thee depart. Accordingly, we learn 
from the text, that he abode there that day, and the 
next alſo. David was, doubtleſs, ſtill at a loſs what 
to do : and, probably, not without hopes, that U- 
rieh's being ſo long in the ſame city, with ſo amiable 
a woman as Bathſheba, might ſoften the ſeverity 
of his reſolution, and induce him to make her a 
viſit But in vain: Uriah was determined, and 
1aJexiblec. 

Darid had but one thing left to gain his point: 
and that was, to try what effect wine, and good chear 
miglit have upon the ſoldier's ſpirit : Men of that 
profeſſion, do not think themſelves bound, (out of 
their ſcatons of diſcipline) to be ſtrictly upon their 
guard, againſt inch occaſional refreſhments, and re- 
liefs of toil ; which ſometimes make the wiſeſt men, 
forget their ſevereſt reſolutions, and might naturally 
be hoped to have the ſame effect upon Criab; cſpe- 
cially, with regard to a reſolution againſt nature, 
and too ſtrictly fevere. 

David tried the experiment; but to no purpoſe. 
We are given to underſtand from the text, that he 
made Lriab drink, to ſome exceſs, enough, to di- 
ſturb his reaſon, but not, to ſhake his „ 

or 
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for when he left the e in the evening, he again 
reſorted to the king's guard, and = his night 
with them: but went not down to his houſe. 

What horrors ſeized the foul of David, upon 
hearing this news, the next morning, is much eaſier 
to be imagined, than expreſſed. He had injured 
a brave man : to undo, or to repair the evil, was 
impoſſible ; all that he could hope, was, to hide the 
injury, and not to aggravate by expoling it. He 
had done all in his power, to effect that ; but to 
no purpoſe If the infamy were expoſed, it were, 
in all appearance, impoſſible to protect Bathſheba : 
it is not clear, that he could protect himſelf. An 
affair of that conſequence would, doubtleſs, be 
brought before the ſupreme council of the Seventy, 
eſtabliſhed by Moſes * : from its nature, the moſt 
ſolemn, and powerful aſſembly, that ever fat, in 
judgment, in any ſtate! made up of the princes, and 
rulers of every tribe. Among whom, a man of 
Uriab's alliance t, and conſequence, muſt have ma- 


ny 


* Some people infer, from the filence of the Scriptures, that 
the Sanhedrim had ceaſed under their kings: but they forget, 
how abſurd it is to ſuppoſe, that a council, ſo ſolemnly mſtituted 
by Gop, and in the continuance of which, every tribe was ſo 
nearly intereſted, ſhould ever ceaſe, tho', perhaps, its power 
might, at certain periods, have been conſiderably and, 
poſſibly, was ſo now. 

Beſides, there is, I think, a plain proof of its ſubſiſting, de- 
ducible from chap. viii. of Ezekiel, where we find ſeventy anti- 
ents of the people, with Paazaniah, the ſon of Shaphan, (a 
famous ſcribe in the days of Jh in the midſt of them, offer- 
ing incenſe to idols ; who could theſe ſeventy antients be, but 
the Sankedrim ? 

What their power was in the days of David, we cannot fay ; 
but what it was after the captivity, will beſt be learn'd from 
Jaſepbus's Antiq. lib. xiv cap. 17. Where we fird them calling 
Herod before them, for putting a notorious robber to death, 
without their ſentence ; when he was zetrarch of Galilee, and 
his father procurator of Judea. And it was as much as king 
Hyrcanus could do, to fave his lite. 

q * was married to the daughter of Auel, the ſon of Acbi - 
copied. 
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ny friends; altho' juſtice ſhould otherwiſe fail, to 
have its due weight. 

The Tahmedifts extend the juriſdiction of this 
council, even over kings. I know, they are gene- 
ralty difbeheved in this point; but I fincerely own, 
I know not for what reaſon, eſpecially, when it ap- 
pears from chap. xxexviii. ver. 5, of Feremiah, that 
the princes had a power, which the king could not 
controul. 

Nay, altho' it ſhould be imagined, that the San- 
berrim did not then ſubſiſt, I think, there is ſome 
reafon to believe, that the very prieſthood could 
bring both David, and Pathſheba, to public juſtice, 

pon this occaſion. This we know, that they were 
to put the law of leprofy in execution, 
Uzziah, one of the teſt princes of his deſcent ; 
in the very- height, and pride of his glory (2 Chron. 
Xxvi. 20, 24.) ; for altho* he had then an army of 
four hundred thouſand valiant men, under his com- 
mand, they thruſt him out of the temple, and ſhur 
him up in a ſeveral-houſe, to the day of his death. 

This, then, I take to be, beyond all doubt, the 
truth of David's caſe. He had committed one 
great crime; and he was under a kind of —_— 
1 that, by committing a greater. He 
not bear to ſee the innocent woman, he had 
injured, brought to public infamy; and he could 
not ſcreen her from it, but by the death of her in- 
nocent huſband. And thus adultery begat murder. 
Uriah was ſent for, the next morning, and charged 
with diſpatches to the general, which contained his 

own death-warrant F. i 
c 


In the „the rule of duty is obvious. A man ſhould 
die rather than commit fin ; nor will I pretume to ſay there is 
any exception to this rule: yet I cannot pronounce it impoſſible, 
that one ſin may draw men into dilemma's of Jour 

+ Some have imagined, that Uriah forbore going to his own 
houſe, from a ſuſpicion of the king's commerce with his wife. 
Had this been the eaſe, he had certainly examined the diſpatches, 
ſent by him to Joad. 
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It is melancholy to obſerve, that whilſt we are 
toſſed upon the waves of this world, the boiſterous 
waves of paſſion, and appetite, the very beſt men 
are but too much in the condition of Sr, Peter in the 
ſea ; they walk one ſtep upright, and ſink the next. 
And ſinking one ſtep, if the hand of mercy be not 
reached out to reſcue them, they muſt ſink deeper. 
David, but this moment, ſadly repented of one great 
guilt, and is now upon the verge of perpetrating a 

ter. | 

The reader will, I believe, be better ſatisfied, to 
take the account of this matter, from the ſacred hi- 
ſtorian's own words, 2 Sam. xi. 14, 15, 16, and 17 
verſes. I can throw no light upon the text by vary- 
ing them, and Gop forbid, I ſhould wiſh to obſcure 
it. He tells us, that in the morning it came to paſs, 
that David wrote a letter to Foab, and ſent it by the 
band of Uriah. And be wrote in the letter, ſaying, Set 
ye Uriah in the fore. front of the hotteſt battle, and re- 
tire ye from him, that he may be ſmitten, and die. 
And it came to paſs, when Fab obſerved the city, that 
be aſſigned Uriab unto @ place, where be knew that va- 
liant men were. And the men of the city went out, and 
Fought with Foab : and there fell ſome of the people of 
the ſervants of David, and Uriah, the Hittite, died alſo. 

Uriah's known bravery made it eaſily apprehen- 
ded, that he would be foremoſt in = : and, of 
conſequence, being deſerted in it, he muſt die. 

Thus fell this brave man; a ſacrifice to his own 
heroic vertue, and his prince's guilt. He fell, but 
not alone ; ſome of his brave companions in arms* 
& him, to the laſt, nor deſerted him in 

th. 

When this black, and horrid deed was perpetra- 
ted, a meſſenger was immediately diſpatched, to 
carry the news to David; altho* under colour of in- 

form- 

Aꝛxd there fel] (ſaith the text) of the people of the ſervants of 


David: by which I underſtand ſome of his worthies, the cams 
panions of Uriah. | 
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forming him of the ſtate of the war in general, and 
the ill ſucceſs of the laſt attack. And the meſ- 
ſenger was particularly inſtructed, that, if he found 
the king's wrath riſe toa high degree, on account of 
the raſhneſs of their attempt, and too near approach 
to the city walls, he ſhould then add, that Uriab, the 
Hittite, was dead alſo f. 

- Foab's meſſenger ſeems to have been a man of un- 
common addreſs : who, judging it more adviſeable, 
to prevent the king's anger, than to take upon him 
how to appeaſe it; when he had given his majeſty a 
general account of the army, added a relation of the 
late unlucky ſkirmiſh, in the following manner ; 
That, as they were carrying on their approaches to 
the city, the enemy ſallied upon them, and repulſed 
them, to a conſiderable diſtance but were ſoon 
beaten back, and purſued to the gates of the city. 
That, in the ardour of the purſuit, ſome of the 


Ifraelite forces, approaching too near the walls, ſuf- 


fered by the ſhot of thoſe who defended them: That 
ſome of his majeſty's ſervants were unhappily ſlain, 


upon that occaſion, and, among the reſt, Uriab, the 


Hittite. 

The king, having all he wanted in the account of 
Uriab's death, bore the reſt of his loſs, with ſuffici- 
ent patience ; and directed the meſſenger to conſole 
his general, upon this occaſion, by letting him 
know, that this misfortune muſt be numbered among 
the common accidents of war : that the ſword made 
no diſtinction, between the hero, and the coward ; 
but devoured all alike : that he muſt make his battle 
ſtronger ; and perſevere in aſſaulting the city, till he 
took it. And ſo the matter ended. 

Whoever reads the account of this affair, in the 
original relation, will eaſily be led to make this plain 


obſervation upon it ; That David was wont to = 
uct 


+ In the text it is, Thy ſervant Uriah, &c, This expreſſion. 
is, I think, a plain proof, that David's worthies were partigular- 
ly diſiinguithed, by the name of David's ſervants. 
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duct himſelf in his wars, by the examples of the 
, or ill ſucceſs, of the captains of his own nati- 
on, (in former ages) according to their good, or ill 
conduct. And, therefore, it was, that Joab appre- 
hended, he ſhould be upbraided, for ſuffering his 
men to come within the reach of the enemies ar- 
rows, from the wall, with the example of Abime- 
lech's fate, who fell, as Pyrrbus did, (and, what is 
pretty extraordinary, in a city of the ſame name) by 
a like inſtance of raſnneſs- 2 Sam. xi. 19, 20, 21. And, 
therefore, Joab charged the meſſenger, ſaying, When thou 
haſt made an end of telling the matters of the war unto 
the king, and if ſo be, that the king s wrath ariſe, and be 
ſay unto thee, Wherefore, approached ye ſo nigh unto the 
city, when ye did fight ? Knew ye not, that they would ſhoo: 
from the wall? Who ſmote Abimelech the ſon of Ferub- 
beſheth? Did not a woman caſt a piece of a millſtone 
on bim, from the wall, that be died in Thebez ? Why 
went ye nigh the wall ? then ſay thou, Thy ſervant, Uriah, 
the Hittite, is dead alſo. 

As I have long been of opinion, that the Greeks 
borrowed moſt, if not all their mythology, from the 
ſacred hiſtory, the ſcheme of this work will, I hope, 
bear me out, in adding, that the fable of Bellerophon 
is, I think, founded upon the ſtory of Urzah. 

Bellerophon, who, as ſome ſcholiaſts think, ſhould 
be read Boulepheron (a council-carrier) was a ſtranger 
at the court of Pretus, as Uriah (being a Hittite) 
was at the court of David. He declined the em- 
braces of Sthenobeza, as Uriah did the bed of Bath- 
beba; and was, for that reaſon, ſent to Fobates, 
general of Pretus's army, with letters, which con- 
tained a direction to put him to death: as Uriah was 
ſent to Joab, David's general. And was ſent by Jo- 
bates, with a ſmall guard, upon an attack, in which 
it was intended, he ſhould be ſlain ; as Uriah was by 
Joab, to that in which he fell. The main of the hiſtory 
is the ſame in both : and the variations, ſuch, as might 


naturally be expected, in fabulous imbelliſhments. 
Hence 
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Hence it is, that the mythologiſt, not being tied to 
truth, thought himſelf bound, in point of poetic 
juſtice, to deliver the virtue of Belleropbon, from the 
evil intended him: and fo his hiſtory ends, happily 
in this world; as, I doubt not, Ur:iab's does in the 
next. 


CHAP. I. 


David takes Bathſheba to bis bonſe, and makes ber his 
wife, Gop ſends Nathan, ibe prophet, to rebuke 
— and denounce the divine vengeance, upon bis 


HEN Bathſbebs heard, that Uriah, her huſ- 
band, was dead, ſhe mourned for him, ac- 
cording to the cuſtom of her country : which is ge- 
nerally ſuppoſed to be, by the keeping of a faſt, for 
ſeven days ſucceſſively ; cating nothing each day, 
till the ſun was ſet. And when her mourning was 
over, David ſent, and took her to his houſe ; and 
ſhe became his wife, and bare him a ſon, the iſſue 
of his criminal commerce with her. 
It cannot be denied, that there was a manifeſt in- 
decency, in David's taking Bathſpeba to be his wife, 
ſo ſoon after her huſband's death. And ſome think, 
her compliance a proof of her indifference, and dif- 


og „ for her huſband. 
his conduct will, however, bear this excuſe, that 
they were anxious to hide the infamy of their com- 
merce ; and to effect that, no time was to be loſt. 
If Bathſbeba miſcarried, their guilt was concealed ; at 
leaſt, could not be proved. And if ſhe came to her 
full time, it was eaſy to pretend, ſhe came before it; 
at leaſt, ſo far, as to ſcreen her from any criminal 
oceſs : which could not be done, had the marriage 
n delayed. And, in this caſe, Bathfbebe may be 
pardoned the ſacrificing of not only decency, but even 
a real eſteem, and affection for her huſband, to the 
necrſſary care of her own fame, and life. Preſump- 


tions, 
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tions, indeed, lay againſt them ; and, in all appear- 
ance, this whole affair could now be no longer a real 
ſecret. It paſſed through too many hands; and is 
but too probable, that David's, Bathſbeba's, and Joab's 
meſſengers, were, in effect, privy to it. And the 
birth of a child, begotten in the time of Uriah's ab- 
ſence, the notoriety of that abſence, and his ſub- 
ſequent abſtinence from Bathſheba's bed, ſtrongly 
publiſhed both the guilt, and the infamy, to the 
thinking part of the world, however it might be diſ- 
guiſed to others. David was too knowing, not to 
be ſufficiently conſcious of all this ; and too honour- 
able, and too conſcientious, not to feel the inherent, 
and ſubſequent ſtings of guilt, and infamy, deep at 
his heart. But what ſhould he do? Could he pub- 
liſn his own ſhame ? Could he proclaim his own in- 
famy ? Private penitence was all that was in his 
power; and that could make no reparation, Yor the 
publick ſcandal, which he had brought upon the re- 
ligion, and people of Gop ;- which, yet, would be 
more publick, and much more notorious, if he him- 
ſelf proclaimed it: and after all, poſſibly, the ſecret 
was, yet, but in a few hands. 

In this rack of conſcience, and diſtraction of di- 
ſtreſs, the Providence of Go, ſeaſonably, and mer- 
cifully, interpoſed : and the Loxp ſent Nathan, the 
prophet, to David, to admoniſh him of his guilt, 
and to bring him to a publick confeſſion of it. And, 
indeed, a fitter perſon could not, in all human ap- 
B have been choſen for ſuch a commiſſion. 

Je waited upon the king, with the air of a com- 
Plainant, who brought a caſe of great commiſcration, 
before his majeſty, and ſubmitted it to his arbitration. 
He told him, in the words of the ſacred writer, for 
no other can do him juſtice, That there were two men 
in one cily; the one rich, and the other pcor. The rich 
man had exceeding many flocks, and herds : but the peor 
man had nothing, ſave one little exve-iamb, which he had 
bought, and nouriſhed up: and it grew up together _ 

c im, 
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bim, and with his children; it did eat of his own meat, 
and drank of his own cup, and lay in his own boſom, antl 
was unto bim as a daughter. And there came a traveller 
unto the rich man, and be ſpared to take of bis own flock, 
and of his own berd, to dreſs for the way-faring man, 
that was come unto him; but took the poor man's lamb, 
and dreſſed it for the man, that wwas come to him. 
David's anger was greatly kindled againſt the 
man, and be ſaid to Nathan, As the Lord livetb, the 
man, that hath done this thing, ſhall ſurely die. And 
be ſhall reſtore the lamb four-fold, becauſe be did this 
thing, and becauſe he had no pity. 
Aud Nathan ſaid to David, Thou art the man. 
It is caſy to imagine, how deep theſe words of 
Nathan, pronounced 1n all the dignity, and authority 
of his character, ſunk into David's ſoul ! eſpecially, 
when the prophet proceeded to denounce the ſen- 
tence of Gop upon his guilt, in the following man- 
ner, ver. 7. Thus ſaith the Lord God of Iſrael I 
anointed thee king of Iſrael, and delivered thee out of 
the hand of Saul: and I gave thee thy maſter s wives 
into thy boſom, and gave thee the houſe of Iſrael, and 
of Judab; and if that bad been too little, I would 
moreover have given unto thee ſuch, and ſuch, things. 
Wherefore, haſt thou defpiſed the commandment of the 
Lord, to do evil in bis fight ? Thou haſt killed Uriah, 
the Hittite, with the ſcvord, and haſt taken his wife to 
be thy wife, and haſt ſlain bim, with the ſword of the 
children of Ammon. Now, therefore, the ſword ſhall 
never depart from thine houſe. Becauſe thou haſt de- 
ſpiſed me, and haſt taken the wife of Uriah to be thy 
wife, thus ſaith the Lord, Behold, I will raiſe up evil 
againſt thee, out of thine own houſe, and I will take thy 
wives before thine eyes, and give them unto thy neigh- 
bour, and be ſhall lie with thy wives, in the fight of 
this fun + for thou didſt it ſecretly ; but I will do this 
thing before all Iſrael, and before the ſun *. 


Here 
Here is a long train of temporal calamities, and chaſtiſements, 
te 
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Here he pauſed — And David, over-whelmed 
with ſhame, ſtung with remorſe, and oppreſſed with 
2 dreadful ſenſe of the divine vengeance, impend- 
ing, and ready to fall down upon himſelf, and his 
family, could only give utterance to this ſhort ſen- 
tence — [ have ſinned againſt the I.ord — To which 
Nathan immediately ſubjoined — The Lord alſo bath 
put away thy fin g.; thou ſhalt not die. Howbeit, be- 
cauſe, by this deed, thou haſt given great occaſion, to the 
enemies of the Lord, to blaſpheme, the child alſo *, that 
is born unto thee, ſha'l ſurely die. 

There is ſomething unſpeakably gracious, in this 
ſudden ſentence of pardon, pronounced by the pro- 
phet, in the inſtant of David's confeſſion of guilt, 
and humihation before Gop. But, I think, we may 
fairly infer from it, that this pardon was not pur- 
chaſed, by that inſtantaneous ſubmiſſion ; but that, 
in truth, it was now only declared, but purchaſed, 
at the price of a long preceding penitence. Nor 1s 
it otherwiſe to be accounted for, conſiſtently with 
Gop's innate abhorrence of guilt, and eſtabliſhed ex- 
traordinary methods of reconciliation, and forgive- 
neſs: which they would do well ſeriouſly to revolve, 
who imagine, that David was in a ſtate of impeni- 
tence, from the day of his firſt commerce with 
Bathſeela, till this inſtant. A ſuppoſition, in my 

Ee 2 apprehenſion, 


to be inflited upon David. on the ſcore of his guilt s but the 
candid reader will pleaſe to obſerve, that they are all to be in- 
flicted upon him, in this world; that there is not the leaſt hint of 
any part of his puniſhment's being deferred to the next: even 
mortal guilt (the eternal vengeance due to it being remitted) had 
all its puniſhment in this world: and ſhall what ſome call wenialt 
guilt be challiſed in the next? The inference is obvious: Nathan 
knew nothing of purgatory I or, if he did, he ſlipt the faireſt 
occ aon of revealing it to the world, that ever offered itſelf. 

+ That is the mortal guilt, and eternal puniſhment ; together 
with the temporal puniſhment of death, due to that offepce, by 
the Ic aic law. ; 


* The chaſtiſement of this guilt, ſliall be ſeen aiſo in the child, 


who was the offipring of it. 
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apprehenſion, as injurious to David, as it is dange- 
rous to true religion. 

That he had, in fact, ſorrowed for theſe ſins, con- 
ſeſſed them to Almighty Gop, and earneſtly im- 

lored forgiveneſs, before the pardon pronounced by 
athan, is to me evident from Pſalm xxxii, in which, 
now reinſtated in the favour of Gop, and happy be- 
yond expreſſion, upon that account, he moſt beauti- 
fully, and feelingly deſcribes the diſtreſſed condition 
he was in, before that pardon was pronounced ; his 
body diſtempered, and waſted with grief, and his 
mind upon the rack. 
When I kept filence *, my bones waxed old, through 
my roaring, all the day long. For, day and night, thy 
was heavy uhon me - acknowledged my ſin unto 
thee : and mine iniquity have I not bid: I ſaid, I will 
confeſs my tranſgre, unto the Lord. And thou for- 
gaveſt the iniquity of my fin. Selah—— And what was 
the conſequence ?— His moiſture was turned into the 
dryneſs f of ſummer —— The change was, as if he 
had been removed, at once, from the depth of win- 
ter, into midſummer ; as if all the ftorms, and rains, 
and clouds of that gloomy ſeaſon, (the fineſt em- 
blems of grief) were chan at once, into ſcrenity, 
and ſunſhine : all heaven clear, unclouded, and ſmi- 
ing upon him. 

The ſame thing is alſo evident, as I apprehend, 
from Pſalm cxxx. plainly written in the ſpirit of a 
penitent, who truſted in the infinite mercy of Gop, 
and hoped for forgiveneſs, but had not yet obtain- 
ed ĩt 8. But, 

Some have inferred from theſe words, That David conti- 
nued ſome time impenitent ; but, for my own part, I can only 
infer from them, that he was, perhaps, for ſome time, under 
- ſuch a ſenſe of guilt, as would not let him preſume to pray: and 

ſuch a filence is the beſt proof of true compunction of conſci- 
ence, or rather, that he had not yet made a publick confeſſion 
of his guilt. Had he been long impeniteur, it were impoſſible for 
him to 7 * Mine iniquity have 1 not hid. 

So the word ſhould be tranſlated. 


3. If thou, Lord, wilt be extrems to mark what ii done ami ſi 
O Lord, who may abide it? a 4. For. 
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But, to proceed 

David, being now fully ſatisfied, that his guilt was 
too well known to the world, and that Gop would 
purſue it, with publick vengeance, found it high 
time to do every thing, that in him lay, to wipe off 
the reproach, he had brought upon his holy religion, 
and make all poſſible reparation, for the offence he 
had given to Gop, and man; and (I doubt not) re- 
Joiced in the occaſion, of taking publick ſhame to 
himſelf, for ſuch complicated, and aggravated guilt ; 
and making a publick confeſſion of it, before the 
whole world. — And to this purpoſe, he then com- 
poſed, and publiſhed the fifty-firſt Pſalm, directing it, 
To the chief muſician and, without doubt, com- 
manding it to be publickly ſung in the tabernacle, in 
the preſence of all his people : himſelf attending, 
and proſtrate before the throne of mercy. 

It is, ſurely, matter of uncommon curioſity, to 
contemplate upon David, in this condition. Behold 
the greateſt monarch of the earth, humbled for his 
ſins before Gop ! confeſſing his ſhame, with contri- 
tion, and confuſion of face ! calling out for mercy, 
and imploring pardon, in the preſence of his meaneſt 
ſubjects! There is ſomething, in ſuch an image of 
penitence, more fitted to ſtrike the ſoul, with a dread, 
and abhorrence of guilt, than it is poſſible to ex- 
preſs: ſomething more edifying, more adapted to 
the human infirmities, and more powerful to reform 
them, than the moſt perfect example of unſinning 
obedience ; eſpecially, if the ſupplications, and pe- 
titions he pours out to Gop, be throughly ſuited to 
the ſolemnity of the occaſion, and condition of the 

E e 3 penitent: 


4. For there is mercy with thee : therefore, Salt thou be frared. 
5. 1 hook for the Lord, my ſoul doth wait for him: in bis word 


3s . 

© » foul fleeth unto the Lord: before the morning-watch, T1 ſay, 
before the morning-watch. 

7- O Iſrael, truſt in the Lord; for cuith the Lord there is nere: 
and with him is plenteous redemption. 

8. ind he hal redeem Iſracl, from all his fins. 
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penitent ; as they, undoubtedly, are in this fifty-firſt 
Pſalm. Here the penitent humbly, and carneſtly 
begs for mercy — 1 te acknowledges his fin, and his 
innate depravity, the ſource of it — He begs to be 
renewed in the grace of GOD — and in that health, 
which the horror of his wickedneſs had impaired — 
Above all, he earneſtly beſceches Gor, not to caſt 
him off, nor deliver him up to a reprobate ſenſe : 
—Caft me not away from thy preſence, and take not thy 
holy ſpirit from me — O give me toe comfort of thy help 
again — deliver me from blood-guiltineſs, O God, thou 
God of my ſalvation — In one word, the ſoul of ſhame, 
of ſorrow, of remorſe, of ſincere repentance, and 
bitter anguiſh, under the agonies of guilt, breathes 
ſtrong, and fervent, through every line of this hal- 
Jowed compoſition. And it is (I doubt not) David's 
greateſt conſolation, at this moment, when he bleſſes 
God, for the providential effects of his fall, that 
thoſe crimes, which wrought his ſhame, and ſorrow, 
and infamy, have, in the humility, the piety, the 
contrition of confeſſing them, (in this, and ſeveral 
other Pſalms, compoſed upon the ſame occaſion) 
reſcued, and reformed, millions. 

Give me leave to add, that there were two cir- 
cumſtances of diſtreſs, which attended upon David's 
fall ; and have not (as I apprehend) been ſufficiently 
conſidered, by any of the commentators : and yet, 
they are, beyond all queſtion, the greateſt, and the 
ſevereſt, that human nature can ſufter. 

The firſt is; The diſtreſs he endured, on account 
of the obloquy, and reproach brought upon the true 
religion, and the truly religious, by his guilt : And 
the ſecond ; The reproach, and endleſs inſults, 
brought upon himſelf, even by his repentance, and 
humiliation, before Gop, and the world. 

Both theie are fully ſet forth, in the fixty-ninth 
Pjaim. 

Ver. 3. Jam weary of my crying, my throat is dried: 
wine eyes fail, while I wait for my Gad. 

5. O Gad! 
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5. O Gd] thou knows my fooliſhneſs ; and my fins 
are not hid from thee. 

6. Lat not them that wait en thee, O Lord God of 
hoſts, be aſhamed for my ſake : let not thoſe that ſetk 
thee be confounded for my ſake, O God of Iſrael ! 

7. Becauſe for thy ſake I have borne reproach : ſhame 
bath covered my face. 

8. I am become a ſtranger ants my brethren, and an 
alien unto my mother's children. 

9. For the zeal of thine houſe hath eaten me up; 
and the reproaches of them that reproached thee, are 
fallen upon me. 

10. When I wept, and chaſtened my ſcul with faſting, 
that was turned to my reproach. 

11. 1 made ſack-cloth alſo my garment : and I became 
a proverb unto them. 

12. They that /it in the gate, ſpeak againſt me; and I 
was the ſong of the drunkards. 

13. But as for me, my prayer is unto thee, O Lord, 
in an acceptable time: O God, in the multitude of thy 
mercy hear me, in the truth of thy ſalvation. 

14. Deliver me out of the mire, and let me not fink : 
let me be delivered from them that bate me, and out of 
the deep waters. 

15. Let not the water-flood overflozy me, neither let 
the deep fewallow me up, and let not the pit ſhut her 
mouth upon me. 

16. Hear me, O Lord; for thy loving kindneſs is 
good : turn unto me, according io the multitude of thy 
tender mercies. 

17. And hide not thy face from thy ſervant, for I 
am in trouble: hear me ſpeedily. 

18. Draw nigh unto my ſoul, and redeem it : deliver 
me, becauſe of mine enemies. 

19. Thou haſt known my reproach, and my Came, aud 
my diſhonour : mine adverſaries are all before wie. 

20. Reproach hath broken my bears, and 1 am full 

of beavineſs. And 1 looked for ſoiia to take pily, 
there was none ; and for comfariers, out I found 


none. E e 4 LS 
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Let any ingenuous man, who feels for virtue, 
and is not ſcared to ſhame, put the queſtion to him- 
ſelf : I appeal to his own heart, whether he would 
not infinitely rather die, than endure the ſtate now de- 
ſcribed, even for a few days? forſaken by his friends, 
ſcorned by his enemies, inſulted by his inferiors ; 
the ſcoff of libertines, and the ſong of ſots ? What 
then muit we think of the fortitude, and magnani- 
mity of that man, who could endure all this, for a 
ſeries of years? Or rather, how ſhall we adore that 
unfailing mercy, and all-ſufficient goodneſs, which 
could ſupport him thus, under the quickeſt ſenſe of 
ſhame, and infamy, and deepeſt compunctions of 
conſcience ? which could enable him, to bear up 
ſteadily againſt guilt, infamy, and the evil world 
united; from a principle of true religion! And, in 
the end, even rejoice, in his ſad eſtate ; as he plain- 
ly perceived, it muſt finally tend to promote the 
true intereſt of virtue, and glory of Gor ; that is, 
muſt finally tend to promote that intereſt, which 
was the great governing principle, and main purpoſe, 
of his lite ! 


CAP. MM. 


Some Account of Nathan, the Prombet. The Chiid, 
born of Bathſheba, fickens, David faſts, and 
bumbles bimſelf, b-fore God, in his behalf ; but to mo 
Purpoſe, The Ch:'d dies, David's remerkable 
Reſignation, to the Will of Gop. Solomon is 
bern, and bleſſed. 


HAT very curious, and exquiſite parable of 
Natban's, recounted in the laſt chapter, which 
placed D:0;.75 guilt in ſo clear a light, and, at the 
| ſame time, ſo hid it from himſelf, as to extort his 
own ſentence of condemnation, from his own 
mouth; at once, ſo well concealed the criminal, 
and inflamed the crime, as to irritate the king's 
reiengment, 
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teſentment, beyond all the bounds of juſtice . The 
author of ſo maſterly a parable, naturally awakens 
the reader's curioſity, to learn ſomething of ſo ex- 
traordinary a perſon. But, before I proceed to that 
head, it will be proper to obſerve to the reader, that 
there is one difficulty, in Nathan's charge againſt 
David, which none of the commentators have clear- 
ed. It is this: It ſeems to be made a part of Da- 
vid's accuſation, That he married Bathſheba — Thou 
haſt killed Uriah, the Hittite, with the ſword, Aub 
HAST TAKEN HIS WIFE TO BE THY WIFE. Now, 
I own, I can ſee no guilt in this, other than that of 
multiplying wives, which the kings of Mae were 
expreſly forbidden to do, Deut. xvii. 17. inaſmuch 
as no law of God, or nature, prohibit ſuch a mar- 


riage, any otherwiſe than as they prohibit polygamy. 32 Al 


Unleſs the prophet means, that he murdered Uriab, 


in order to make Bathſbeba his wife; which muſt be = 


owned to be a very crying guilt. 

There is, therefore, I preſume, no room for any 
other cenſure, upon this part of Devid's conduct. 
He had injured (as I apprehend) an innocent, and a 
very valuable woman : and the only reparation in 
his power, and proof of his eſteem, was, to make 
her his wife. But, alas! this reparation to her, was 
none, either to Uriah, or his family, or the righte- 
ous Arbiter of the earth ; or the reproach brought 
upon the true religion, by this infamous behaviour, 
in a prince, who was the great example, teacher, 
and guardian of it. 

But, to return to Nathan : | 

We learn little more of this great man, in the ſacred 
writings, than that he was David's prophet, intimate 
counſellor, and hiſtoriographer : and the knowledge 
of him, in this laſt character, muſt raiſe the reader's 

eſteem 


Zy the law of Gop, the ſheep-thief ſhould, at moſt, but 
reſtore four-fold, Exod. xxii. 1. Fa man all fleal an ox, or 4 
Heep, and hill it, or ſell it; he reflors five oxen for an . 
and four foerp for a Hecp. 


., & 
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eſteem of his modeſty, to the higheſt degree: inaſ- 
much as he hath been very careful, not to make 
himſelf his theme ; nor ſo much as to mention his 
own name, where it could be avoided, with juſtice 
to his hiſtory. Joſepbus ſays of him, that he was a 
polite, and a prudent man: one, who knew how to 
temper the ſeverity of wiſdom, with ſweetneſs of 
manners. And Grotius compares him to Manius Le- 
pidus : of whom Tacitus ſays, That he found him to 
be a grave, and wiſe man, in thoſe times; who had 
a talent of turning away the emperor's mind, from 
thoſe cruel purpoſes, to which the vile flattery of o- 
thers inclined him ; and was, at the ſame time, in 
equal favour, and authority, with Tiberius. 

He next finds ſome reſemblance in him, to P:/o, 
the Romen high-prieſt under Tiberius ; of whom the 
ſame Tacitus lays, That he was not author of any 
ſervile ſentence ; and could, upon occaſion, mode- 
rate with wiſdom. But it muſt be owned, that the 
negative part of this laſt character, is very far from 
doing juſtice, to the genius of Nathan ; who ſuffici- 
ently appears, in the ſacred writings, to be rather an 
inſpirer of noble purpoſes, than a mere non-adviſer 
of ſuch, as were baſe, and ſervile Witneſs his 
ſtrong encouragement to David, to put his noble de- 
ſign of building the temple of Gop, into immediate 
execution. And it were but juſtice to add, That he 
could do more, than moderate wiſely ; for it is evi- 
dent, that he knew alſo, how to reprove princes, 
with authority, and yet, without offence ; which 
muſt he allowed to require very uncommon talents, 
with a dexterity of addreſs, perhaps, yet rarer. And 
this, Natban did, without being impaired, in any 
degree, either of favour, or affection, with David: 
quite otherwiſe ; he ſeems to have increaſed in both, 
his whole life long. But, it muſt be owned, that 
his known character of being inſpired by Gop, bore 
him out in this conduct, beyond the lot of other 
wortals; and fo juſtly endeared him to David, that 
8 re Ef IM tradition, 
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tradition tells us he named one ſon after him, and 
committed another to his tuition. And it muſt be 
owned, that Solomon, in all probability, could not 
have been placed under a better preceptor, nor one 
whoſe inſtructions would better intitle him, to that 
bleſſed appellation of Fedidjah, or, the beloved of Gop. 

Whoever conſiders the predictions of divine ven- 
geance, now denounced againſt David, on the ſcore 
of his guilt, in the matter of Uriah, muſt ſurely 
find them to be, in their nature, very extraordinary— 
His family to continue, beyond any other regal 
race, in the known world ; and yet, the ſword to 
continue as long — never to depart from it 

A king — the greateſt of his time! his dominion 
throughly eſtabliſhed, and his enemies under his 
feet ; highly honoured, and beloved, at home, and 
as highly awful, to all the neighbouring nations 
Such a king threatened, to have his wives publicly 
proſtituted, before the face gf all his people! And 
what is yet much ſtranger, more ſhocking, and 
more incredible, by one of his own race! and, as a 
ſure proof of this, the darling offspring of his guilt, 
to periſh quickly, before his eyes! He alone, who 
fills futurity, could foreſee this; he only, who 
ſways the world, and knows what evil appetites, and 
diſpoſitions, unreſtrained, will attempt, and perpe- 
trate, could pronounce it ; and to put it beyond all 
doubt, that he did foreſee it, he immediately ſmote 
the child, which Bathſbcba bare to David, with a 


mortal diſeaſe. 


David had, upon his humiliation, and repentance, 
juſt experienced one ſignal mercy from God ; he 
could not tell, how far the continuance of thoſe 
holy offices, might prevail yet further, upon a Being 
of infinite benignity. It is true, the denunciation of 
vengeance was poſitive ; but many ſuch denuncia- 
tions in fcripture, ſeemingly poſitive, are yet, really 
conditional. Or, ſuppoling it poſitive, like the 


ummediate ; 


ſentence of death, upon Alam, yet might it not be 
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immediate; but reſpited, as his was. At worſt, 
he could neither err, nor offend, in that extreme. 
And for theſe reaſons it was, as he himſelf gives 
us to underſtand, that David (as the text tells us) 
beſought God for the child ; and David faſted, and 
went in, and lay all night upon the earth. 

And the elders of his houſe aroſe, and went to him, 
to raiſe him up from the earth : but be would not, nei- 
ther did be eat bread «ith them. 

Thus he continued faſting, mourning, and im- 
ploring Gop, for ſeven days ſucceſſively. And it 
came to paſs (ſays the ſacred hiſtorian, 2 Sam. xii. 18.) 
on the ſeventh day, that the child died: and the ſervants 
of David feared to tell him, that the child was dead: 
for they ſaid, Behold, while the child was yet alive, we 
' fpake unto bim, and he would not bearken unto our 
voice: How will be then vex himſelf, if we tell him, 
that the child is dead ! But when David ſaw, that his 
ſervants whiſpered, David perceived, that the child was 
dead: therefore, David ſaid unto bis ſervants, Is the 
ehild dead? And they ſaid, He is dead. Then David 
(with a reſignation, and a reſolution, never to be 
enough admired, and imitated) aroſe from the earth, 
and waſhed, and anointed himſelf, and changed bis ap- 
parel, and came into the houſg of the Lord, and wor- 
ſhipped : then be came unto his own houſe, and when be 
required, th y ſet bread before him, and he did eat. 

Then ſaid his ſervants unto him, What thing is this 
that thou haſt done? Thou didſt faſt, and weep for the 
child, while it was alive; but when the child was dead, 
thou didſt riſe, and eat bread. | | 

To this queſtion, David made the moſt truly 
heroic, philoſophic, and religious anſwer, recorded 
in hiſtory : And be ſaid, While the child was yet alive, 
1 faſted, and wept : for I ſaid, Who can tell, whether 
God will be gracious to me, that the child may live ? 
But now be is dead, wherefore ſhould I faſt ? Can I 


briag bim back again? I ſhall go to bim, but be For 
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wot return to me. This, Iwill venture to ſay, is the 
nobleſt leſſon, upon all that is reaſonable, and religi- 
ous in grief, that ever was penned. 

I cannot but obſerve, upon this occaſion, that the 
thinking reader muſt find it very ſurpriſing, to ſee 
ſo wiſc a man as David, faſting, and mourning, in 
ſo extraordinary a manner, for a child, who, being 
yet an infant, could not, poſſibly, have been endear- 
ed to him, by any of thoſe blandiſhments, which 
ſo ſtrongly engage the parental affections, to their 
offspring; and who, as he was a dreadful monument 
of guilt, one would imagine, ſhould be, to ſo good 
a man, more an object of deteſtation, than deſire ; 
and muſt moreover, if he lived, be a perpetual 
brand of infamy, upon his parents. 

The true way of accounting for it is, by aſcribing 
it, as Le Clerc does, to David's exceſs of paſſion for 
Bathſheba ; which ſo ſtrongly attached him to every 
offspring of hers ; and made him forget every thing 
in this child, but that motive of indearment. Be- 
ſides this, there is ſomething in human nature, 
which prompts us to rate things after a manner, 
ſeemingly, unaccountable ; and to eſtimate them, 
not according to their real worth, but according to 
the expence, or trouble, or even the diſtreſs, they 
have coſt us. However, all this availed nothing at 
preſent : dear as this child had coſt David, he now 
was deprived of him. 

Thus was the firſt inſtance of the divine vengeance, 
upon David's guilt, ſpeedily, and rigidly cxccuted : 
other inſtances of it werefulfilled in their order, be- 
fore his own eyes; as will abundantly appear, in the 
ſequel of this hiſtory ; and the dreadtulleſt of all 
the reſt, The ſword ſhall never depart from thine houſe, 
ſadly, and ſucceſſively fulfilled in his poſterity ; from 
the death of Ammon, by the order of his own bro- 

ther, to the Naughter of the ſons of Zedetiab, before 
his own eyes, by the king of Babylon. 


Give 
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Give me leave to add, (and let the reader make 
his own inferences) that David's guilt was more ſig- 
nally, and dreadfully puniſhed, in his own perſon, 
and in his poſterity, than any guilt I ever heard, or 
read of, in any other perſon, ſince Adam 

The Fews are of opinion, that his own decree of 
repaying the robbery tour-fold, was ſtrictly executed 
upon him. And as he was, profeſſedly, puniſhed 
by the death of one of his ſons, for the murder of 
Uriah, they imagine, that the other three alſo, who 
died violent deaths, fell ſo many ſacrifices, to tho 
divine juſtice, upon the ſame account. 

When David had ſufficiently humbled himſelf, 
under this firſt chaſtiſement of Gop upon him, fot 
his fins ; and ſupported himſelf under the loſs of his 
child, by the proſpect of finding him one day again, 
in a better world ; his next care was, to comfort 
Bathſbela the beſt he could, under their common ca- 
lamity : and, as ſhe appears to have been a meek, 
and reaſonable woman, his taſk (we may well pre- 
ſume) was ſo much the eaſter. She alſo, without 
doubt, reſigned, and ſubmitted, and her reſignation 
was rewarded accordingly ; for ſhe ſoon after con- 
ceived by David, and bare him a ſon ; and David, 
as he was now in peace with Gop, and foreſaw, in 
the ſpirit of 8 that this ſon would be a pa- 
cific prince, he called his name Solomon, or Peace- 
able. 

And, as this ſon was conceived in innocence, in 
the happy ſeaſon of Gop's reconcilement to his pa- 
rents, and their eſtabliſhment in true religion, by 
fincere repentance, and humiliation before him; it 
pleaſed Gop to accept him, in a ſingular manner, 

Which 

The deflowering of Tamar by her own brother; the death 
of four ſons, three of them before his eyes, and one by the hand 
of his own brother; the unnatural rebellion of one fon, which 
brought him almoſt to the brink of ruin; the proſtitution of ten 
wives, in the fight of all his ſubjects; and the ſucceſſive, and 
ſignal maſſacre of his poſterity ; beſides the diſtreſs of his own 
public ſhame, and infawy, added to, at leaſt, one cruel diſeaſe. 
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Which is ſignified to us in the text, by that remark-- 
able expreſſion : Aud the Lord loved bim. And, to 
manifeſt his favour to him, for the conſolation of 
David, he conveyed his benediction to the ſon, by 
the: ſame hand, which had before conveyed his 
chaſtiſements to the father: he ſent Nathaz to David, 
to beſtow upon his ſon, in his name, the moſt bleſ- 
ſed of all earthly, the moſt bleſſed, but one, of all 
heavenly appellations, Zedidjah, or, The beloved of 


Ee . 


The Fooliſhneſs of wicked Policy. David, upon Joab's 
Exhortation, goes to the Siege cf Rabbah, and takes 
11. Depoſes Hanun : and puts the remaining Am- 
monites (of Rabbah) t Deatb. His Conduct in 

tbis Point juſtified. 


HILST things ſtood thus with David, at Je- 
ruſalem, the ſiege of Rabbab ſtill continued, 
being now far lengthened out, into a ſecond year. 
David had hitherto gone on, with uninterrupted ſuc- 
ceſs, till his fins arreſted his proſperity, and ſtopp'd 
him ſhort. The truth is, all wickedneſs, beſides 
thoſe curſes, and judgments it draws down from 
heaven, hath a natural tendency to defeat the wiſeſt 
ſchemes, and check the progreſs of the beſt purpoſes ; 
as in the caſe before us: the Iſraelites were to make 
an attack, to fly, and to be defeated, that Uriab 
might fall : Could any thing more naturally raiſe the 
courage of Ammon, or depreſs that of 1/rael, than 
ſuch a project? Doubtleſs, there were many men in 
the army, accuſtomed to be led out to battle by 
Uriah, and thoſe brave companions of his, who fell 
with him; and brought back with victory, and 
glory: Would theſe men be eaſily brought to follow 
other, inferior, or untried leaders, with equal ardour ? 
Or would thoſe Ammonites have any terror upon 
them, to meet thoſe leaders, who had defeated, and 
Curt 
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cut off Uriah, and his brave companions? And did 
not all his necurally tend to dejee Jha! and inſpi- 
rit their enemyes? Such is the accurſed policy of 
guilt : ſelfiſh, and ſhort ſighted! And ſuch the 
truth, and wiſdom of that noble maxim in the 
ſchools, That evil is not ordinable to goed. 

The dejected ſpirit of the [fraelite army, natu- 
rally tended to make their meaſures flower, and more 
cautious ; and, of conſequence, to draw the fiege 
into greater length. However, the lower city, other- 
wiſe called the Royal City, or the City of Waters, was 
at length taken; and the upper city, although, in 
all probability, much ſtronger, from the advantage 
of 1ts ſituation, on the top of a hill, could not hold 
out long, when its ſupply of water was wholly cut 
off. Of this, Joab, in all the generoſity of a brave 
ſoldier, and all the affection of a faithful ſubject, 
immediately informed his king ; exhorting him, 
That he would come in perſon, and put the finiſhing 
hand to the ſiege : Left I take the city, ſaith he, and 
it be called after my name. | 

There is a gallantry, and a magnificence in this 
propoſal, capable of creating admiration, in the 
1 The man, that could transfer the 
glory of his own conqueſts upon his prince, needs 
no higher an elogy. "Naa it > hue juſtice to the 
character of Joab, to declare, that he is, as far as I 
am informed, ſupreme, if not unrivaled *, in this 
ſingular inſtanee of heroiſm. 

David readily complied with his general's moniti- 
on; and immediately aſſembling his people, PT 

e 


® It is true, Curtius mentions a like conduct in Craterus, in 
relation to the ſiege of Artacana (lib. vi. cap. 6.) ; but this con- 
duct of Craterus was evidently the effect of fear, not generoſity. 
He well knew, that his maſter, Alexander, was the vaineft, and 
moſt ambitious of all mortals ; and, at that time, tyrannical to 
a high degree: and, therefore, he did not dare to take the city, 
before his arrival. Alexander now ſet up for a God; and ſo tar 
aped that character, as not to give his glory to another. 
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thoſe troops of his militia, then on the duty of their 
monthly courſe, he marched them to Rabbab. 

And here I beg leave to obſerve, that David had, 
from the inſtitution of his militia, greater advantages 
for continuing ſieges, and being ſucceſsful in them, 
than any other monarch, we read of in hiſtory : 
inaſmuch as he could ſend a monthly recruit, of 
twenty-four thouſand men to his army, without de- 
parting from the eſtabliſhed order of his militia, or 
putting his people to any new trouble, or expence; 
which could not but be a vaſt relief, to the weary, 
and wounded of the army, and raiſe the courage of 
the reſt ; and, at the ſame time, a vaſt diſcourage- 
ment to the enemy, to have ſo many freſh men to 
encounter with, every month, whilſt they themſelves 
were, every day, in a more weary, and waſting way. 
And theſe I take to have been the people, which 
David took with him to Rabbab; and with which 
he now, as the text informs us, fought againſt it, and 
zook it. For if it were not to relieve the ſoldiers, 
who were on that ſervice, there ſeems to have been 
no neceſſity of carrying new men thither, when the 
difficulty of the ſiege was over. 

The reader will naturally obſerve, that this was 
an expedition, and a — which came very 
ſeaſonably to remove David's melancholy, to relieve 
his diſtreſs, to blot out the memory of his guilt, in 
relation to Uriah, and to revive his glory in arms. 
And if Joab conſidered it in this light, (as, in all 
probability, he did) the praiſe of his generoſity, is 
ſtill more ennobled in this view. 

Rabbab was a royal, a large, and a populous city; 
the metropolis of Arabia felix : watered, and, in 


ſome meaſure, encompaſſed, by the river Jabbot. 


It had its name from its grandeur, being derived 
from a Hebrew word, which ſignifies to increaſe, 
and grow great ; and was now in the heighth of 


its glory. 
Fi Polybius 
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Polybius deſcribes this city *, as built upon ſeveral 
little eminencies, on the top of a hill. It was a 
conſiderable city when Antiocbhus took it, yet it then 
only covered the top of the hill ; whereas it now, 
not only covered, but encompaſſed it. And, there- 
fore, it 1s natural to think, that the taking of this 
royal city, brought David a great acceſſion of glory, 
as, the text aſſures us, it did of wealth. For we are 
told, that hg not only took a crown of gold, (adorn- 
ed with precious ſtones) of a great value , from the 
king's head, but likewiſe, that he brought forth the 
ſpoil of the city, in great abundance. 

The king, David formally depoſed ; and Dr. 
Trapp thinks, that the form of his depoſal was, by 
arraying him in his royal robes, (and, probably, 

lacing him on his throne) with his crown upon his 

ead, and then formally diveſting him of all his 
enſigns of royalty, ſomewhat in the ſame manner, 
that the duke of Lancaſter depoſed Richard II. con- 
cerning whom, Dr. Trapp adds this obſervation from 
his hiſtorian, Never was prince ſo gorgeous, with leſs 
glory, or more grief. 

And it muſt be owned, that the text ſeems to 
countenance this opinion of Dr. Trepp's, in that 
expreſſion, And be tcok their king s crown from off his 
bead—and it was ſet on David's head. 

The king now depoſed, was Han, the ſon of 
Nabaſh : and inaſmuch as we find $hobi of Rabbab, 
another ſon of Nabaſb, ſome time after this, in friend- 
ſhip with David, and ſhewing him fignal kindneſs, 
at a ſeaſon, when nothing, but friendſhip, could 
exact it from him; there is all the reaſon in the world 
to believe, that David, upon depoſing Hanun, made 
Shobi his viceroy at Rabbab; and treated him, with 
ſignal kindneſs, upon that occaſion. 

We now come to that part of David's conduct, 
ſeemingly, the moſt exceptionable, after the affair of 

Uriab ; 
* Hiſt. lib. v. + A talent. 
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Uriah; and moſt bitterly objected to, of all others: 
and that is, the tortures, which, the text gives us 
to underſtand, he inflicted on the people taken in 
Rabbab : ſawing ſome of them aſunder, tearing others 
to pieces, by harrows of iron, and burning others in 
brick-kilns. Commentators alſo have been, in ſome 
meaſure, tortured upon this point: ſome interpret- 
ing the text, ſo as to clear David's character of the 
cruelty, ſeemingly charged upon him, in this ac- 
count; others allowing the fact, but poorly vindi- 
cateing his conduct, in that point; and others charge- 
ing it upon the hardneſs of his heart, in that ſtate of 
impenitence, in which they ſuppoſe him to have 
ſtill continued, from his criminal commerce with 
Bathfpeba. 

Before I preſume to paſs any judgment, upon theſe 
opinions, give me leave to premite, that when Da- 
vid left Shobi in the government of Rabbab, it mult 
be preſumed, that he left ſome, beſides female ſub- 
jects, under his dominion : and, therefore, it is no 
way unreaſonable to ſuppoſe, that, when Joa took 
the royal city, or City of Waters, it was ſurrendered 
to him, by the bulk of the people, who ſubmitted, 
and were received into mcrcy : inaſmuch as we lind 
not the leaſt mention, or hint of any one human 
creature's being either chaſtied, or put to death, on 
that occaſion. May we not then naturally infer, 
from this ſilence of the ſacred writers, that the king, 
who was taken in the upper city, retired thither, up- 
on the ſurrender of the royal city, with the accome 
plices, and inſtruments of his tyranny; and that 
they only ſuffered the chaſtiſements, dus to their 
guilt, from the hand of David ? | 

I now proceed to examine the opinions of com- 
mentators, upon this point. 

And firſt, that David's ſuppoſed cruelty to the 
Ammenites, was the conſequence of his having ul 
continued in a ſtate of impenitence, 1s an opinion, 
which, I think, I have already ſhewn to be woolly 
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without foundation : and altho* the other opinion, 
that he inflited no capital puniſhment upon them, 
is, I think, juſtifiable * from the text, and hath been 
ſhewn to be ſo; yet, that he did chaſtiſe them, with 
the ſevereſt kinds of death, generally underſtood by 
the text, I take to be the true opinion ; not only, be- 
cauſe the text hath always been underſtood in that 
ſenſe, by all Jewiſh writers; but becauſe I apprehend 
that conduct in David, to be more agreeable to the 
command of Gop ; the command of extirpateing all 
the males of every city that reſiſted ; and the com- 
mand of retaliateing, upon every offender, the evils 
he was guilty of. 

That the puniſhments, now inflicted upon Ammon, 
were Jfraelite puniſhments, is not pretended : that 
they were puniſhments known in ſome other coun- 
tries of the Eaſt, (in Perfia, and in Damaſcus) is un- 
doubted : that the Ammonites were monſtrouſly cruel, 
cannot be denied. The Haelites, it is confeſſed, re- 
ceived all people to mercy, that ſubmitted to them. 
The Ammonites refuſed the ſubmiſſion of the people 
of Fabeſb-Gilead, (who offered to become their ſer- 
vants) upon any lefs cruel condition, than that of 
thruſting out every one of their right eyes F. If theſe 
were the gentleſt terms, on which they would receive 
Tfraelites into protection, what treatment might they 
expect, if the Ammonites had obtained an uncondi- 
tional dominion over them? In ſhort : this one in- 
ſtance (to ſay nothing of their brutal behaviour to 

David's 


The expreſſion in 1 Chron. xx. 3. is, in our tranſlation, And 
. Now the word „ ori- 
ginal; an expreſſion might, in my apprehenſion, be as pro- 
perly tranſlated, Aud they 15 e. the —_ whom David brought 
out of the city) cut 2vith ſarvs, &c.—In the ſecond book of Sam. 
xii. 31. the text is, And put them under ſaws, &c. Now ſubject- 
ing men to labour, may, as I apprehend, be as 
by putting them under it, as ſubjecting them to tribute is; and 
is the known idiom of the Vi language, and, perhaps, of others. 

I Sam. xi. 1, 2. The very expreſſion carries the idea of the 
greateſt cruelty in it. 
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David's embaſſadors) is in the place of ten thouſand 
proofs, to demonſtrate that people very monſters of 
cruelty! What, then, can we ſo naturally infer, 
from this conduct of David's towards them, as that 
he now retaliated upon them, every inſtance of their 
own cruelty to others? Nor can we have the leaſt 
doubt of this, when we conſider, that this was the 
eſtabliſhed practice of the people of Gop, towards 
all thoſe of their enemics whom they conquered. 
Let me mention two inſtances : When Samuel hewed 
Agag to pieces before the Lord, (ſacrificed him to 
juſtice) his reaſon was, that he retorted his own 
murders upon him: As thy ſword hath made women 
childleſs, ſo ſhall thy mother be childleſs among women. 
When Judab, and Simeon cut off Adonibezek's 
thumbs, and great-toes, he himſelf acknowledged 
the divine juſtice, in that righteous retribution, of 
his own cruelty -_ himſelf, crying out, (Fudg. 1. 
7.) Threeſcore and ten kings, having their thumbs, and 
great-toes cut off, gathered their meat under my table. 
As I have done, ſo God bath requited me. 

I am ſenſible, that ſome ſhort-ſighted, ſuperficial 
people have looked upon the Jews, as the cruelleſt 
of all conquerors ; little conſidering, that they were 
raiſed by Gor, on purpoſe to be a ſcourge upon 
every vice, and villainy all around them. And, 
perhaps, no imaginable method could be found our, 
more effectual to repreſs the enormities of a people, 
every way profligate, and utterly abandoned, as the 
Canaanites then were, than to raiſe up a people, 
eminently diſtinguiſhed by the divine favour, and 
protection, to whom it ſhould be an inviolable law, 
and a fixed point of duty to Gop, to chaſtize, in 
every man that came into their power, every enor- 
mity, which they themſelves had committed ; and 
to retort, in a particular manner, their cruelties 

eb. 


their own heads. For this was, in effect, little 
than if Gop himſelf had bared his arm, to take 


ſignal Vengeance, on their monſtrous enormities. 
f 3 Now, 
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Now, it is beyond all doubt, that this was the 
caſe of the 1/-aelites, in the midſt of the abandoned 
world about them: and it is alſo, bcyond all doubt, 
from Pſalm xxi. unqueſtionably written os this 
occaſion, that this was the very reaſon of David's 
conduct, in the caſe before us: Thine hand ſhall find 
out all thine enemies, thy right-hand ſhall find out thoſe 
that hate thee. Thou ſhalt make them as a fiery oven, in 
the time of thine anger : the Lord ſhall fwallow them 
up in his wrath, and the fire ſhall devour them. Their 
fruit ſhalt thou deſtroy from the earth, and their ſeed 
from among the children of men. Fox THEY 1N- 
TENDED EVIL AGAINST THEE: THEY IMAGIN- 
ED A MISCHIEVOUS DEVICE, WHICH THEY ARE 
NOT ABLE TO PERFORM. — THEREFORE, Halt 
thou ſet them as a butt, &c. 

And now, what was David's cruelty ? It was 
evidently this: He extirpated the vileſt, and moſt 
deteſtable of all infernal miſcreants, and monſters, 
the haters of God, and goodneſs. He inflicted thoſe 
evils upon the Ammonites, which they were wont to 
inflict upon others; and which they, at this very 
time, intended to have inflicted upon J/rael. He 
puniſhed the iniquity of their own cruel practices, 
and purpoſes. He executed that moſt equitable law 
of Gun upon them. And it is certain, that this 
alone were a ſufficient juſtification of his conduct, 
that he made them ſuffer the evil, they meant to 
do“. A law, which it were the moſt valuable 
intereſt of mankind, to have equitably executed, in 
every ſociety under heaven! and would at once 
prevent more evil, and punith it in a more rational, 
and juſtifiable manner, than all the penal laws, that 
ever were deviſed! 

To confirm this reaſoning yet further. We ſhould 
remember, that the Ammonites were early initiated, 

Into 


Deut. xix. 19. The law is here limited to the evil inten- 
tions of falſe witneſſes, but the equity of it extends to all evil 


intentions whatſoever : /ife muſt go for life, eye for ge, &g. 
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into all the Canaanite cruelties : and, therefore, 
when I find David retorting their own cruelties up- 
on them, I dare no more cenſure, or revile him, up- 
on this head, than his enemies dare revile the people 
of Agrigentum, for burning Phalaris * in his own 
bull; or Hercules the hero, for ſacrificcing Buftris + 
upon his own altar. Or Theſeus, & the hero, for 
fitting Procruſtes to the dimenſions of his own bed. 
Even heathen caſuiſts have determined, that no law 
could be more juſt, than that which decreed the ar- 
tiſts of cruelty, to periſh by their own arts. What 
death then could be cruelty, to a people, who could 
thruſt out the eyes of a ſubmitting, unconquered ene- 
my? who ripped up the women with-child of G7- 
lead? a people, who could bear the butchery of 
human victims to Baalpeor ? What ſaw, what har- 
row, or what brick-kiln, could be puniſhment 
enough to a people who could make their own chil- 
dren paſs thro? the fire, and ſacrifice them alive to 
Moloch? And, therefore, whilſt others, either from 
an affectation of more gentleneſs, and compaſſion in 
their nature, or the influence of falſe, and fantaſtic 
notions of mercy, conſider David, in the character of 
a tyrant, exerciſcing his cruelty in his conqueſts, I, for 
my own part, conſider him, as the man after God's own 
beart ; inflicting the righteous vengeance of heaven, 
upon a miſcreant race; executeing that vengeance up- 
on guilt, (upon theſe enemies of Gop, and good- 

Ff4 neſs 

* The hiſtory of Phalaris, and his brazen bull, is known to 

every ſchool-boy, and found in every Dictionary. And the un- 

learned reader needs no more than to be inſormed, that this ty- 

rant delighted to hear the groans of thoſe he tortured to death, 
reſemble the bellowing of a bull. 

+ Bufiris made all ſtrangers, that fell into his hands, a burnt- 
yang he to the idol of his own cruelty. (Plat. in the life of Te- 
as. 
Procruſtes had beds of different dimenſions, on which he 
delighted to torture as many as he could. Thoſe who were 
ſhorter, he ſtretched by a rack, and thoſe who were longer, he 
we to the length of his bed. (177. 

$1.13. 
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neſs *) which Sau! was dethroned for not exccuteing : 
employed in an office, the moſt abhorrent from his 
nature, when viewed in the light of affliction to o- 


thers ; and pleaſeing only, in the light of executeing 
the rightcous ſentence of Gop upon guilt. 


So when an angel, by divine command, 

With riling tempeſts, ſhakes a guilty land ; 

Such as, of late, o'er pale Britannia paſt, 

Calm, and ſerene, he drives the furious blaſt ; 

r YET th' Almighty's orders to per- 
orm, 


Rides in the whirwind, and directs the ſtorm. 


If I may be indulged a conjecture, another reaſon 
(or rather, circumſtance) of this particular puniſh- 
ment, of makeing the Ammonites paſs through the 
brick-kiln, I take to be this: it was well known, that 
the cus were ſlaves in Egypt; and particularly en- 
ſlaved in brick-makeing, and clay, Exod. i. 14. It is 
natural with all people at enmity, to reproach one 
another, with the meanneſs, and baſeneſs of their 
original. The Anmmonites were a cruel, and inſolent 
enemy, and nothing could be more natural to ſuch 
ſpirits, when they had got any Fews in their power, 

to cry out, Send the flaves to their brick-kilns ; 

and fo torture them to death. And if fo, nothing 
could be more natural, than for the Jets to return 
them the ſame treatment. And, very probably, it 
was in alluſion to this reproach of their enemies, and 
to ſupport his people under it, that David tells them, 
Pſalm ixviii. ver. 13. Tho ye have lien among the pots, 
yet fhall ye be as the wings of a dove, covered with fil- 
ver That is, tho' ye were formerly obſcure, and 
oppreſſed ſlaves, tied down to the drudgery of brick- 
makeing, and pottery in ZO, you ſhall now be as 
glorious, as you then were contemptible. "w ye 
ave 


* Pfal. xvi. S. Thixe hand ſhall find out all thine enemies: thy 


right-hand -all Hud cut thoſe that hair tice. 


: 
is 
)- 
S 


the Life of King Davy. 441 
have lien among the pots, yet ſhall ye be as the wings of 
a dove, covered with ſilver, and ber feathers, with yel- 
low gold. 

And now it was, beyond all doubt, (as I humbly 
apprehend) that David, recollefting the late train of 

op's ſignal mercies, and deliverances to him, ſung 
out the twenty-firſt Pſalm, in a tranſport of joy, and 
thankſgiving : The king ſhall joy in thy ſtrength, O 
Lord, and in thy ſalvation how greatly ſhall he rejaice | 
Thou haſt given bim bis heart*s deſire, and haſt not with- 
holden the requeſt of his lips. Selah. For thou preven- 
teſt bim with the bleſſings of goodneſs: thou ſetteſt a 
crown of pure gold upon his head, &c. | 


. 


Tamar 7s raviſbed, and inbumanly treated, by ber own 
Brother. That Rape is revenged by his Death. 
Abſalom, who flew him, flies to Geſhur. Nathan's 
Prophecics further fulfilled. 


HEN Dawid had taken Rabbah, and all the 
other cities of Ammon, and puniſhed all the 
unſubmitting miſcreants, which he found in them, 
as they deſerved ; he returned, with all his people, 
to Jeruſalem ; but had not been long there, before 
another part of Nathan's prophecy, I will raiſe up 
evil againſt thee, out of thine own houſe, began to be 
ſadly fulfilled upon him. 

Abſalom, the fon of David, by Maacah, the daughter 
of Talmai, king of Geſbur, had a ſiſter by the ſame 
mother, of ſuch ſingular beauty, that Amnon, another 
fon of David's (the firſt-born of his family) by Abi- 
neam the Jezreeliteſs, fell deeply in love with her: 
and being conſcious, that his paſſion was very cri- 
minal, he concealed it for ſome time, bur at the ex- 
pence of his health, and happineſs ; racked by the 
violence of a ſtrong deſire, and the terror (or, per- 
haps, rather the deſpair) of indulging it. Amnon, 
ſaith the ſacred writer, (2 Sam. Xi, 2.) was fo * 
/ 
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that be fell fick for his fiſter Tamar; for ſhe was a vir- 
gin, and Amnon thought it hard for bim to do any thing 
zo her. It is natural to think, that this paſſion is no- 
where ſo waſteing, and vexatious, as where it is un- 
lawful. A quick ſenſe of guilt, (eſpecially, where 
it is enormous, as in the inſtance before us) ſtrikes 
the ſoul with horror; and the impoſſibility ef an in- 
nocent gratification, loads that horror with deſpera- 
tion. A conflict too cruel, and too dreadful, for 
human bearing! Witneſs the two moſt remarkable 
inſtances of it, found in hiſtory ; that of Artiochus, 
for Stratenice his mother-in-law ; and this of Ammon, 
for Tamar his ſiſter. Indeed, that of Antiochrs ap- 
pears the leſs criminal of the two; inaſmuch as he 
ſeemed determined to conceal his, to death *; and 
at the ſame time, to haſten that death, to prevent 
its publication, had not the ſagacity of Eraſiſtratus, 
his phyſician, diſcovered it. Although, poſſibly, 
Ammon had done the ſame, had not the importunity 
of his falſe, and ſubtile friend, Fenadab, the ſon of 
| Shimea, David's brother, drawn the ſecret from him. 
He plainly perceived, that Amnon's diſeaſe was ſome 

deſire ungratified ; and inſinuated to him, that 
he, who was a king's ſon, might give a looſe to his 
deſires, and deſpiſe the reſtraints of ordinary men. 
How vile was this advice! and how lamentable is it, 
that the heirs of royalty, whoſe virtue is of infinitely 
more conſequence, than that of meancr men, ſhould 
yet, be under more temptatian to taint it, from the 
poiſon of infectious flatterers! How much happier 
was Antigonus, in the advice, and friendſhip of Mene- 
demus, the philoſopher ; when being invited to a feaſt, 
where a very beautiful courteſan was to make a part 
of the entertainment, and aſking Menedemus, What 
he ſhould do? he anſwered, Remember thou art a 
king*s ſon, and fhouldſt do nothing unworthy of thyſelf ! 
Fonadab was of a character directly contrary to that 


of Menedemus : he was of that ſpecicy of courticrs, 
mentioned 


Plutarch, in the life of Demetri«s: 
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And, therefore, it is no wonder, if Fonadab's deteſt» 
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mentioned by Tacitus *, who can applaud all the 
actions of princes, whether good, or evil. And 
Amon ſeems not far removed, from that character of 
Domitian, mentioned by the ſame Tacitus ; that be 
played the prince's ſon, in whoredoms, and adulteries. 


able flattery $ had its effect, upon ſuch a ſpirit. 
Amnon opened his whole heart to him, and told him 
his paſſion for Tamar love Tamar, my brother Ab- 
ſalom's fifter ; (he was aſhamed to ſay his own) ; the 
ſubtile, and ſupple courtier, whoſe conſcience was 
his leaſt concern, immediately furniſhed him with an 
expedient, to gratify his paſſion. He adviſed him 
to take his bed, and feign himſelf ſick; and 
when his father ſhould come to ſee him, to beg his 
permiſſion, that Tamar, his ſiſter, might attend hum, 
in his ſickneſs, and prepare him ſome ſuſtenance ; 
which he believed he could take, if he ſaw it pre- 
pared, with her own hands, The deſires of fick 
people, are often fantaſtical, and unaccountable ; yet 
mult often be indulged. The train took: David's 
paternal affection did not ſuffer him to be long ab- 
ſent, from a ſick ſon, his favourite, and his firſt- 
born; nor allow him to heſitate, upon granting his 
1 Tamar was immediately ordered to attend 
im, and did fo accordingly ; and, when ſhe had 
learned, what food was moſt agreeable to him, ſet 
herſelf inſtantly to prepare it for him, with all the 
houſe-wifely ſkill of thoſe ſimpler ages; where an 
utter infignificancy to all the purpoſes of domeſtic 
life, made no part even of a princeſs's praiſe. For 
the text tells us, that ſbe took flour, and kneaded it, and 
made cakes in his fight, and did bake the cakes; and 
added another preparation of them in a pan, mw 
then 


Annal. lib. iii. 

More criminal even than that of the Perſians to Camby/cs, 
in the like caſe, tho" not altogether ſo monſtrous, as that of Julia 
to Caracalla. 
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Halt be as one of the fools in Iſrael. 
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then ſerved * them up to him; but he refuſed to eat. 
The inſinuation was, That he was grown worſe. 
And, to cover the deceit the better, he ordered every 
body to go out of his room, as if he could bear 
neither the ſight, nor the noiſe of company. And, 
when they were gone, he deſired his ſiſter to bring 
the victuals, into an inner chamber, where he might 
eat unmoleſted. She, ſuſpecting no evil, did as he 
defired. And when he found himſelf ſhut up with 
her, and ſuficiently retired, from his attendants, he 
then threw oi7 the diſguiſe, diſcovered his wicked 
intentions, and quickly began to uſe violence with 
her ; from which, ſhe, ſtruck with abhorrence of the 
guilt, earneſtly laboured to diſſuade him, as from a 
crime, unheard of in Jrael. Would he expoſe a 
ſiſter, to intamy ? Would he expoſe himſelf, to 
indelible reproach ? The plea for herſelf is incx- 
preſſibly beautiful—— nd J, wwhither ſhall I cauſe my 


ſhame to go! How ſhall I drive it away from me, and 


where ſhall I hide it? And, finding that had no 
weight with him, ſhe preſſes him, from the motives 
of his own ſhame, and infamy : And as for thee, thou 
You will, from 
this moment, be treated as a brute, and a fool ; loft 
to all ſenſe of humanity, as well as virtue; will be 
degraded from the honour of heir apparent to the 
crown, into the loweſt degree of deriſion, and re- 
proach. 

It is remarkable, that the Creeks called every thing 
that was fooliſh, by the name of Yenush: and, 
therefore, they denominated folly, by a word derived 
from her name . And it ſhould ſeem from this paſ- 
ſage, as it the Hebrews had fallen into the ſame way 


of thinking. But the truth is, they were in a wiſer 
way 


n the text it is, And fe took a pan, and poured them out be- 
fore him. Which makes it probable, that ſhe tried them in oil. 
$ Ta wort yi dr *ADpidiry T7; Beer ate. 
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way of thinking ; and denominated all fin, folly : 
which is its ſofteſt name. And, poſſibly, Tamar now 
called this guilt ſo, for fear of too much irritateing 
her brother. 

When this would not do, ſhe changed her tone, 
and tried to fatter him into forbearance. He was 


her father's darling, who could deny him nothing: 
he had only to ſpeak to the king for her, and his re- 


queſt would certainly be complied with. ——But he, 


deaf to all intreaty, as well as to reaſon, liſtened to 
nothing, but the impetuoſity of his own brutal paſ- 
ſion; and, being ſtronger than ſhe, forced her. 

And here the flux, and reflux of paſſion in a bru- 
tal breaſt, is finely painted in the text. His brutali- 
ty was no ſooner gratified, in this inſtance, but it 
broke out in another as extraordinary. The tide of 
his blood was turned, and it now ran back, with as 
much violence, as it had preſſed forward, before. 
Then Amnon hated her exceedingly, ſaith the text, /o 
that the hatred, wherewith he hated her, was greater 
than the love, wherewith he had loved her. 

Commentators are at a loſs to account for this ſud- 
den, and exceſſive hatred ; and, indeed, there ſeems 
to be ſomething extraordinary in it. Tamar's rape 
had an effect, upon her raviſher, dire&ly contrary to 
that of Dinab's, upon hers; but their circumſtances 
were different: hope ſeconded, and ſupported She- 
chem's paſſion, not in itſelf criminal; but deſpair 
drove Amnon's, into its oppoſite extreme. Thus is 
often obſerved to be the caſe with paſſions, too u- 
multuous, and unruly : Amnon's mind was firſt agi 
tated by Juſt, and then by remorſe, which drove to 
different extremes, like the vibrations of a pendu- 
lum. The horror of his guilt ſtruck him, with a 
ſudden deteſtation of her, whom he deemed the 
cauſe of it: he hated his ter, when he ſhould have 
hated hizfelf. Gon abandoned him thus, to the 
tumult of his own intemperate mind, to make this 
other puniſhment of David's adultery, more a; 
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and the prophet's prediction of Gop's raiſeing up evil 
to him, out of his own houſe, more conſpicuous. For 
Amon's barbarous behaviour, now precluded all poſ- 
ſibility of concealeing his guilt. The moment his 
1 was indulged, he commanded his ſiſter out 
of his ſight : Ariſe, ſaith he; begone. To which 
ſhe anſwered, That this ſecond evil treatment was 
worſe than the firſt. The firſt had paſſion to plead, 
and might be concealed, and repented of e ſe- 
cond was a deſigned, deliberate, indignity, that muſt 
draw eternal infamy after it. Therefore, ſhe had 
reaſon to add, that there was no cauſe for it. She 
had given him no cauſe for aggravateing his firſt of- 
fence, by loading it with an immediate, and public 
ſcandal, and indelible reproach, upon her, himſelf, 
and his houſe; upon the religion, and people of 
Gop. But he, as deaf now to decency, and huma- 
nity, as he had been before to all ſenſe of ſhame, 
and conſcience, called to his ſervant, that attended 
him, and bid him turn out that woman from him, and 
bolt the door after her.—T he ſervant obeyed, brought 
her out, and bolted the door after her. 

Tamar thus treated ; not parted with, as an inno- 
cent woman, cruelly injured ; but thruſt out, as a 
proſtitute, that had ſeduced to fin ; is the ſtrongeſt 
image of innocence, barbarouſly abuſed, and inſuf- 
ferably inſulted, that hiſtory affords us. The great- 
eſt injury, loaded with the greateſt indignities! con- 
tumely added to cruelty! Opprefſed with ſorrow, 
and overwhelmed with e, ſhe put aſhes upon her 
bead, and rent ber garment of divers colours, and laid 
her hand on her head, and went on crying; at once en- 
deavouring to hide her ſhame, and deſpairing to con- 
ceal it. 

In this condition, ſne paſſed on to her brother 
Abſalom's houſe; who, ſeeing her confuſion, and 
diſtreſs, eaſily apprehended the cauſe of it; and 
pur the queſtion to her, Whether her brother Amnon 


been with her? covering the groſs injury he 
ſuſpected, 
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ſuſpected, under the veil of the moſt decent, and 
diſtant phraſe, that could hint his ſuſpicion to her. 
And, as if all that had not been enough, to ſave 
her bluſhes, and let her ſee, that he underſtood her 
diſtreſs, he ſtopped her ſhort, from attempting any 
anſwer, by begging her, That ſhe would fay nothing 
of the matter ; but cndeavour to forget the injury, 
fince it was a brother who had done it. But bold 
now thy peace, my ſiſter; he is thy brother regard not 
this thing. But as all he could ſay, could not remedy 
the evil, neither could it relieve it; which ſeems 
ſufficiently implied, in what the ſacred hiſtorian 
adds — So Tamer continued diſconſolate, in her brother 
Abſalom*s houſe. And, in all probability, ſhe con- 
tinued ſo, her whole life Jong ; unmarried, and 
undone. And Amon had the horror of reflecting, 
that for one moment's baſe, and brutal indulgence, 
he had made his neareſt kinſwoman, an amiable, 
and an innocent ſiſter, miſerable to the laſt moment 
of her life. 

How many fine gentlemen are there in the 
World, whoſe greateſt glory is founded upon 
atchievements, too nearly reſembleing this; at leaſt, 
as far as the ruin of fame, innocence, and happineſs, 
can create a likeneſs: and under circumſtances, 
which no way leſſen, (perhaps, aggravate) the guilt, 
though they may hide the horror ! 

How David refented this rape, we learn from 
the text; which informs us, that he was very corotb; 
but how he puniſhed it, we know not. The truth 
is, it was to no purpoſe for him to puniſh it legally, 
and hardly poſſible to puniſh it equitably ; inaſmuch 
as that could not be done, without at once expoſeing 
the infamy of his houſe, and cutting off the ncxc 
heir of his crown. And how hard was it ſor a father 
to do this ? eſpecially, a father, who was partly 
acceſſary to the guilt, by a very unguariled com- 
pliance, with his ſon's irrational requeſt. Ihe legal 


puniſhment of a rape, upon a virgin unbctrothed, 


Was 
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was a fine of fifty ſhekels of filver, to be paid to 
the father of the damſel, and an obligation upon 
the raviſher to take her to wife, without a power of 
divorce, Deut. xxli. 28, 29. The firſt of theſe pe- 
nalties was inſignificant in the caſe before us, and 
the ſecond impracticable; becauſe the marriage muſt 
be inceſtuous. 

This caſe 1s alſo attended with another difficulty : 
The rape was committed in a city, and the damſel 
did not cry out; and in that caſe, I apprehend, the 
law of Deut.xxii. 23, 24. muſt be executed upon 
her. It is true, ſhe was not a damſel betrothed, 
and, therefore, the letter of that law does not 
extend to her caſe ; but the equity of it does, 
becauſe the crime committed, and Tamar's offence 
againſt that law, was equally great, and Anon 
injury equally irreparable : conſequently, had he 
been ſentenced to death *, ſhe muſt have ſuffered 
with him ; and, therefore, David could not puniſh 
him, as he ought, without involveing her in his 
fate; and I apprehend it to be a rule of equity, 
rather to let the guilty eſcape, than deſtroy the inno- 
cent, and the injured. 

But it may be aſked, What becomes of the 
power of the Sanbedrim in that caſe ? If that court 
was now in being, and David could protect Ammon 
from it, could he not as well have protected both 
himſelf, and Bathſbeba? Conſequently, how did he 
lie under any neceſſity of deſtroying Uriah, to ſcreen 
either himſelf, or Bathſbeba, from an infamous 

iſhment ? 

I anſwer, That ſuppoſeing that court in being, and 
that Ammon could be puniſhed by it as he deſerved, 
and Tamar at the ſame time acquitted, (which could 
not be, unleſs they could take upon them to diſ- 
penie with a law of Gop) yet, what court takes cog- 
niſance of cauſes not brought before it? And how 

could 


As he certainly muſt have been by the law of Levit. xx. 17- 
for uncovering bis fifter's nakedneſ*. 
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could this cauſe come before it, when all the perfons 
intereſted, in the proſecution of it, were, at leaſt, 
equally intereſted, to conceal it ; which was by no 
means the caſe in the affair of Bathſbeba; whoſe huſ- 
band was a very conſiderable man, (greatly provoked) 
and greatly allied, as will be ſeen hereafter. And, 
therefore, the two caſes are, in my opinion, very 
different: great, and, as I apprehend, inſuperable 
difficulties, obſtructed the courſe of juſtice, in ons 
affair. 

However, that guilt, which either human juſtice, 
or human infirmity, could not chaſtize as it deſerved, 
the divinc vengeance did, 

Abſalom, although grieved to the ſoul, for the in- 
jury done to his ſiſter, and reſenting it to death, yet 
ſo well diſſembled his reſentment, as not to take the 
leaſt notice of it to Amnon. He carefully concealed 
his reſentment, at once to hide his intention of re- 
venge, and to make it ſure ; and hid it thus, for two 
whole years together ; at the end of which, he in- 
vited his father, and all his brethren, to the cuſto- 
mary feſtivity of a ſheep-ſhecring : which David de- 
clined, on account of the unneceſſary expence, to 
which it muſt put his fon. Then Abſalom begged, 
and preſſed him again: Hletebeit be would not go, 
faith the text; yet, to ſoften the refuſal, he gave 
him his bleſſing. Then Ab/a/om begged again, that 
Anon (his elder brother, and heir apparent of the 


crown) might honour him with his preſence. This 


roo David declined, for ſome time ; but being much 
preſſed by Abſalom, (to whom he could not eaſily re- 
tuſe any thing) that he, and the reſt of his brethren 
might have leave to go with him, David at length 
conſented ; and they went accordingly. 

Abſalom, now determined to make ſure of his re- 
venge, directed ſome ſervants, in whom he could 
confide, to attend Ammon at the feaſt, till the wine 
had raiſed his ſpirits, and taken him off his guard; 
and then to be ready, * as he gave the word, 
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to ſmite, and to May him. They did as they were 
directed, and men tell. — Thus did Abſalom, at 
one blow, revenge himſelf upon lus ſiſter's raviſher, 
and rid himſelf of his rival, in his father's favour, 
and only obſtacle (es he apprehended) to his crown. 

When the fatal blow was given to Annan, the reſt 
of the king's ſons, terriſied at what they ſaw, ftarted 
up from tie table, ſeized every man his rule, and 
Fed home, es faſt as they could. Bur faſt as they fied, 
fame reached the palace be fore thein, and told David, 
that A, ſalom had deftroyed all his ſons. 

This news, we may well imaginc, threw the king 
into the utmoſt conſternation: drove him ſeemingly 
evcn to deſpair. He tore his cloaths, and laid him- 
ſelf upon the carth, as one abandoned to diſtreſs : 
and his ſervants ſtood diſconſolate around him, with 
their garments torn alſo ; till Fexadab, recollecting 
himſcli, in his ſubtilty, and running over the train 
of his own thoughts, eaſily concluded, that Ammon 
only was killed; and immediately took upon him, 
to aſſure the king, that it muſt be ſo: Let not the 
king, ſaith he, ſuppoſe, that they have ſlain all the young 
men, the king's ſens: for Ammon only is dead: for, by 
the appointment of Abſalom, this hath been determined, 
from the day, that he forced his fifter Tamar. Now, 
therefore, let not ny lord the king take the thing to his 
heart, to think that all the king's ſons are dead; for 
Amon only is dead. Immediately the young men, 
Who were upon the watch, gave notice that they ſaw 
a croud of people coming, by the way of the hull 
fide. And inſtantly, Jonadab cried out to the king, 
That his ſons were come — Aud it came to paſs, ſaith 
the text, as ſoon as be had made an end of ſpeaking, 

that, 


What unparallelled impudence, and effrontery was this, to 
ſpeak with ſuch calmneſs, 2nd unconcern, of an horrid villainy, 
which he himſelf had contrived, and of which he now ſaw the 
dreadful conſequences ! M hat a mitcreaut miniſter was this, and 


how much fitter to be admitted iuto the countcis of hell, than 
into thoſe of David! 
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that, behold, the king's ſons came, and lift up their voice, 
and wept ; and the king alſo, and all his ſervents, <ept 
very ſore. And Abſalom fled, and went to Talmai, the 
fon of Ammihud, king of Geſhur : and David mourned 
for his ſon, every day. 

And thus did Gop, by withdrawing his reſtrain- 
ing grace from Amnon, and leaving him a prey to his 
own paſſions, raiſe up evil to David, out of bis own 
bouſe : A daughter, raviſned by her own brother 
that brother, murdered by another brother; and 
that other, in exile upon that account : and ſoon to 
periſh, by a fate yet more deplorable, had it not 
been more deſerved ! 

And now began another, and more dreadful, pro- 
phecy of Nathan's to be fulfilled upon David, before 
his own eyes: the ſword was now firſt brought in 
upon his houſe, attended with this dreadful aſſurance, 
of never departing from it. 


C-H-A P. VL. 


Joal!*s Device, to get Abſalom recalicd, by means f the 
wiſe I/+1man of Tekoah, ſ::ceeds. Being brought 
back to Jeruſalem, be is not edmittcd to the King's 
Preſence, but remanaed to bis own Houſe. Ii hat 
followed thereupon. 


ABSALOM' ſheep-ſheering was at Bac hazor, 
near Ephraim ; about eight miles from FJeruſa- 

lem. He fled, the moment his brother was killed: 
and, one may well believe, his accomplices fled with 
him; who, probably, were Geſburites, ſome of his 
mother's friends; and ſo were ſure of the protection 
of Talmai, for revenging the violence, done to his 
grand-daughter. And there is no doubt, but they 
took their meaſures ſo well, that no purſuit from 
Jeruſalem, had any been attempted, could overtake 
them, But David, who muſt be allowed to have 
been criminally indulgent to his children, was not of 
a diſpoſition to revenge the death of one favorite” 
G g 2 | ſon, 
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ſon, by that of another ; hr ns. when his guilt 
was no more, than that of revenging an action, in 
itſelf worthy of death. 

The Vulgate, and Septuagint inform us, that when 
Davuid heard of Amnon's crime, he was much enra- 
ged, but could not gricve his ſon's ſpirit, becauſe he 
loved him, being his eldeſt fon. It is true, this ad- 
dition is not found in the Hebrew text; yet it is, 
confeſſedly, very ancient, and, probably, but too 
true. And if ſo, he could but ill puniſh, in Alſa- 
lom, the chaſtiſement of that guilt, which his own 
ſeaſonable chiaſtiſement of Ammnon's earlier enormities, 
might have prevented. And in that cafe, his re- 
. fentment muſt recoil upon himſelf, and acquit A ſa- 
lem. And, poſſibly, this may be the true reaſon, 
why we hear nothing of any meaſures he took, to 
bring Abſalom to juſtice, and why he mourned fo 
much, and ſo long, for Amnoz. For we learn from 
2 Sam. xiii. 37. that he mourned long, and daily, 
for him. However, at the end of three years, his 
affection for Abſalom got the better of a fruitleſs grief, 
for a loſs which could not be recalled ; and he was 
comforted (faich the text) concerning Amnon, ſeeing be 
vas dead. 

Ard now, his concern was, to be ſo long robbed 
of the ſatisfaction of ſecing another child, who was 
ſo dear to him: as if he had taken up Rebekab's 
complaint *, Why ſhould I be deprived alſo of them 
both, in aue day? 

In this condition, he pined, and languiſhed, for 
his ſon: And the ſoul of king David, ſaith the text, 
longed to go forth unto Abſalom; as if his ſoul would 
have rejoiced even to have quitted his body, to go 
out, and mcet him. 

Foad quickly perceived the king's condition; and 
thought, he ſhould pay his court to advantage, if he 
could contrive to deceive, and ſurpriſe him, into a 
reſolution of recalling his ſon from exile. To this 


purpoſe, 


hd Gon. xxvii. 43s 


] 
: 
; 
| 
| 
| 


the Life of King Davin; 453 


ſe, he inſtructed a woman of good ſenſe, and 
great addreſs, (from Tekoah, a diſtant city of Judah) 
who waited upon the king, in the air, and habit of 
a diſconſolate widow, in mourning, and deep diitreſs, 
on account of her ſon ; whom his own family were 
purſuing to death, for having ſlain his brother, in an 
accidental contention, in the field. — The moment 
ſhe appeared before the king, ſhe fell upon her face, 
and implored his aid; Help, O king !/—She then told 
him her caſe, and added all the alleviating, and diſtreſs- 
ful circumſtances, that could move the king's com- 
paſſion : The brothers were alone in the field, and 
none to part them; poſſibly, he might ſlay his bro- 
ther, either undeſignedly, or in his own defence. He 
was her only child, the only hope, and ſtay of her 
family; and if they cut him off *, they would leave 
her huſband neither name, nor remainder, upon the 
earth. 

The king ſoon felt her diſtreſs : the caſe was too 
hke his own, to ſuffer him to be unmoved. He told 
her, ſhe might return to her houſe, and Jeave the 
care of her buſineſs to him; he would give proper 
directions about it. But ſhe, not having yet what 
ſhe wanted, took occaſion, from her ſeeming ſolici- 
tude for her ſon, to continue the converſation. — 
She added, that if ſhe had preſſed his majeſty to any 
thing in itſelf unjuſt, or any way miſinformed him, 
or miſrepreſented the ſtate of the caſe, ſhe wiſhed 
all the guilt of that iniquity, or miſrepreſentation, 
might fall upon her own head, and upon her family : 
My lord, O king ! the iniquity be on me, and on my fa- 
ther"s houſe : and the king, and bis throne be guiltleßs. 
The king then bid her, if any body moleibed hor 

6g 3 any 


® The expreſſion in the original, is ſingularly baausiful, ans 
expreſſive: And fo they jhall guench my coat that is iejt. Ard 
Heathen authors ſeem to have copied it from lence. So thofe 
few men, who ſurvived the deluge, are called by Pr. n La- 
cian tinua, Lide coal, Who were to rekindle che vital ſlatae, and 
continue the human trace. 
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any more, to bring them before him, and he would 
take care to ſtop any further proceedings againſt her. 
She then begged, that in making that promiſe, to 
ſtay the avenger of blood, from cauſing any further 
deſtruction, in her family, he would remember the 
Lok p his Gop : that is, remember he made that 
promiſe in the preſence of Gon ; drawing him thus, 
diſtantly, and inſenſibly, into the obligation of an 
oath. Her addreſs had its effect: and the king, to 
convince her of the integrity of his intentions, im- 
mediately anſwered, As the Lord liveth, there ſhall 
not one hair of thy ſon fall to the earth. 

Having gained this point, ſhe then begged leave 
to ſay one word more. And having obtained per- 
miſſion, ſhe immediately proceeded to expoſtulate 
with the king, upon his own conduct, and unkind- 
neſs to the people of Go, in not pardoning his own 
ſon, and bringing him back from exile. His mercy 
to her ſon, made him felf-condemned in relation to 
his own ; whoſe killing his brother was, in many 
reſpects, more excuſable. She then added a very 
natural, and ſeaſonable reflection — That death was 
the common lot of all men; ſome by one means, 
and ſome by another: That, in that ſtate, we are 
like water ſpilt upon the ground, lich cannot be gather- 
ed: That Go», if he pleaſed, could ſtrike the of- 
fender dead; but inaſmuch as he did not, it was, 
becauſe he would leave room for mercy : That he 
had deviſed means in his own law, to arreſt the 
avenger of blood; and, in his appointed time, to 
recal the man-ſlayer from his exile, in the city of 
refuge *. 

But here, apprehending ſhe might have gone too 
far, ard made too free with majeſty, in expoſtulating 
ſo plaialy upon a point of ſuch importance; ſhe ex- 
cuſcd this preſumption, from the force put upon her 
by her people; wilo had to ſeverely threatened her, 

that, 


Mere he was to continue to the death of the high. prieſt, 
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that, in this extremity, ſhe plainly ſaw ſhe had no 


reſource, or hope of relief, but in laying her ſon's 
caſe before the king : which ſhe, conſiding in his 
majeſty's mercy, and aſſuring herſelf, that he nud 
hear her, with his wonted patience, and clemency, 
at length adventured to do; hoping, that it might 
be a means of ſaving both her It, and her fon, trom 
being deſtroyed out "of the inheritance of Gop; in- 
ſinuating, that her own life was wrapt up in his. 

The king, obſerving the uncommon art, and 
dexterity of her addreſs, in the management of this 
affair, immediately began to ſuſpect, that it was 
a thing concerted, between her, and Je And 

revioully charging her, not to hide it from 
3 he put the quettion directiy to her; I not 
the hand of Joab with thee in all this? And the <0- 
man, not Caring to diſquiſe the matter any further, 
anſwered, and ſaid, As th * ſou! liveth, my ler the 
king, none can turn to the rignt baud, ci to ive left, 
from cught that my lord the king bath ſpoken : for thy 
ſervent Joab he bad me, and he put all theſe words in 
the mouth of thy hans-maid : to fetch about this ferm 
of ſpeech, hath thy ſerovar! Joa done this thing + and 
my lord is wiſe, according to the <wiſccm of an angel 
of God, to know all things that are in the ecrt5. 

Then the King, turning to Jab, (who was all 
this wl. ile in the pretence) ordered him to go for his 
ſon, and bring lum home. ind the ling ſaid unto 
Joab, Bebeli, new I bade done this thing : ge, there- 
fore, bring the young man Abſalom again. 

I am ſenſible, that the Jes are gencrally conſi- 
dered, as an illiterate, barbarous people ; ard the 
charge i is ſo far juſt, that they deſpiſed the learning 
of other nations: but this, by no means infers tom 
either ignorant, or barbarous. I own, they appear 
to me in a very different light; and a although i Hall 
not now inſiſt, that the Bisle is the fountain-head 
of all true politencts, and what is propez:y called 
Sood- breeding (as well as right thinking) among 
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mankind, (as I am well ſatisfied it is) yet I will ven- 
ture to declare, that the ſingle deſign, and addreſs 
of this device, now recounted, are ſufficient proofs, 
(if there were no other) to evince this people neither 
unpolite, nor uni ormed. 
But, to proceed 
When David conſented to recal Abſalom, and ap- 
inted Joab to* conduct him home, Joab bowed 
imſelf down to thie earth; and thanked him, as 
for the greateſt obligation, his majeſty could confer 
upon him: To-day thy ſervant knoweth, that I have 
found grace in thy fight, my lord, O king, in that the 
king hath fulfilled the requeſt of his ſervant : placing 
that obligation intirely ro his own ſcore, which, he 
knew, was the greateſt he could lay upon his maſter. 
A refinement of flattery, and addreſs, not eaſily 
equalled ! 
When this was done, Joab, ſaith the text, aroſe, 
and went to Geſhur, and brought Abſalom to Feruſa- 
lem: Well pleaſed, we may be aſſured, to be at 
once the meſſenger of his prince's mercy, to the 
heir apparent of his crown, and the inſtrument of 
their reconciliation : which could not fail to ſecure 
him a preſent fund of favour, with the father ; and 
an equal fund, in reverſion, with the ſon. But 
however, although the king ſo far forgave Abſalom, 
as to recal him from exile : yet, when he returned, 
he ordered him to be taken directly to his own 
houſe ; and forbad him to ſee his face. And Ab/a- 
lem continued thus, for two whole years, in Feruſa- 
lem, without being once admitted into his father's 
preſence. A diſcountenance, and a rebuke, at leaſt, 
little enough, to ſignify the king's abhorrence of his 
late cruel revenge, upon his brother; and, in all 
appearance, not more than was neceſſary, to mortify 
his pride, and repreſs his popularity ; which now, 
in all probability, began to blaze out, u the 


news cf his reconciliation to his father. And this 
Lapprehend to be the reaſon, why the ſacred hiſto- 
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rian ſubjoins, to this account of the king's diſcoun- 
tenance, a particular deſcription of Ab/alom's beauty; 
which is a natural, and common foundation of 
pularity : and then adds an account of his havin 
three ſons, and one fair daughter, (whom he nam 
after his unhappy ſiſter Tamar) which was alſo ano- 
ther fountain of pride, popularity, and preſumption. 

His beauty is thus celebrated; That in all Fae, 
there was none to be ſo much praiſed, upon that 
ſcore : and that it was without alloy, or abatement, 
from any imperfection : that from the ſole of his foot, 
to the crown of his head, there was no blemiſh in him. 
There is no particular mentioned, beſides his hair : 
and the beauty of that is only implied in its quan- 
tity ; which was indeed prodigious ! weighing, upon 
the loweſt computation, at leaſt, three pounds: 
which might be eaſily eſtimated, by weighing what 
was cut off, in his annual polling, (for we are told 
he polled it annually, on account of its exceſſive 
weight) and examining, what proportion that bore, 
to what remained. And although a good deal of 
this may be accounted for, both from the uſage of 
long hair, and the great quantity of oyl, then in 
uſe, which added both to the growth, and weight ; 

et, it is evident from the text, that there muſt have 
n ſomething in it, accounted very ſingular, even 
at that time. | 

Abſalom had, it muſt be owned, a very ſingular 
excellence of form ; but with that, nothing truly 
eſtimable, that we know of. His character ſeems 
nearly allied to that of Aurelia Oreſtilla, mentioned 
by Saluſt, who had nothing praiſeworthy about her, 
beſides her beauty. | 

This vain young man, weary with being ſo long 
detained, in that confinement, and obſcurity, ſo 
mortifying to his pride, and ſo unfriendly to his po- 


pularity, ſent a meſſenger to Jcab, to deſire to ſpeak 
with him ; in order to prevail upon him, to ſolicit 
his interceſſion with the king, to be admitted to his 

preſence. 
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preſence. And, on his not coming upon the firſt 
e, he ſent a ſecond. And when he found no 
better ſucceſs, from his ſecond meſſage, he ordered 
his ſervants to ſet a field of barley, which Foab had 
contiguous to his own, on fire; and they did accor- 
dingly : which Jaab reſenting, went immediately to 
ſtulate with him, upon the injury done him 
Abſalom anſwered, That, finding the meſſages he 
had ſent him, ineffectual, he took that method to 
bring him to him; and gain an opportunity of ſend- 
ing him to the king, to intercede for 
be admitted to his preſence. For, if that could not 
be obtained, To what purpoſe was it for him to 
return from Geſbur? He might as well have conti- 
nued there, in exile ſtill. In ſhort, he inſiſted with 
Joab, that he mult ſee the king, at any rate: Now, 
therefore, ſaith he, let me ſee the king's face; and if 
there be any iniquity in me, let him kill ne. His im- 
petuoſity prevailed : Joab was once more ſent to in- 
tercede with the king for him: his iuterceſſion ſuc- 
ceeded ; and ¶ſalom was admitted to the royal pre- 
ſence, where hc did obeifance, humbling himſelf be- 
fore the king, with his face to the ground. And 
the king was reconciled, and kiſſed him. 

The reader, little verſed in courts, is apt to be 
ſurpriſed, (as at firſt ſight, I own, I was) to ſee Foub 
ſo zealous, to get Ab/atom recalled from exile, and to 
obſerve him afterwards io cold, and indifferent, to 
have him re-eſtabliſhed in his father's favour. 

The truth is, when 7oas had greatly gratified the 
king, and gained credit with him, by bringing back 
Abjaiom to Feruſalem, he had little rcaſon, as a mini- 
ſter, to be ſolicitous to bring him about the king's 
perſon, and reſtore him to full favour ; becaule, in 
that caſe, he might naturally apprehend, that Al ſa- 
lom's intereſt with his father, might impair his own. 
This the young man's ambition could but ill en- 
dure; and, therefore, he took this extraordinary 
ſtep, to be {cr right with his father. A ſtep, which 


ſhewed 
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ſhewed him determined to go any lengths, rather 
than fall ſhort of his ambitious aims. He, that 
could ſet his friend's field on fire, barely to be ad- 
mitted to court, would little ſcruple to ſet his coun- 
try in a flame, (if I may be allowed the expreſſion) 
to be raiſed to a crown : although, poſſibly, this 
injury to Joab might have been, in ſome meaſure, 
an artifice, to prevent the king's ſuſpicion of their 
combination, and Foadb's too great attachment, to the 
intereſt of his ſon. 

As to Abſalom's reſolution of being brought to the 
king, even at the hazard of his life; it ſeems to be 
much leſs the effect of fortitude, than preſumption 
upon his father's fondneſs. Amnon's moſt heinous 
injury to Tamar, being irreparable, well deſerved 
death. And Abſalom well knew, his father would 
not be extreme, tor puniſhing it, as it deſerved, out 
of form. The provocation was too grievous, not to 
excuſe great irregularity in revenging it; eſpecially, 
not to excuſe it, in a ſon, ſo exceedingly beloved; 
And, therefore, Abſelom might ſafely offer himſelf, 
as a victim to his father's vengeance, ſecure not to be 
ſacrificed to it. 


CH AP. vV, 


David falls fick about this time. A Digreſſion, ſhew- 
ing that his Diſtemper was, probably, the Small- 
pox. 


HAT David, at ſome part of his life, was 
afflicted, with a grievous diſtemper, which he 
conſidered as the chaſtiſement of Gop, upon him 
for his ſins, ſeems ſufficiently evident, from many 
paſſages in his Pſalms, particularly, xxxviii *. xoxxxix. 
xl. and 


O Lord, rebuke me not in thy wrath, neither chaſflan me in thy 
bot diſpleaſure. 


Ver. 2. For thine arrows flick faſt in me, and thy hand prefſeth 


me /ore, 
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xl. and xli. 7. That this calamity fell upon him, 
about the time, that a dangerous, and rebellious, 
conſpiracy was formed againſt him, a from the 
fame Pſalms. And foraſmuch as we hear of no more 
than one conſpiracy, of that kind formed againſt 
him, it follows, that his ſickneſs fell upon him, 
about this time. And that his diſtemper was that, 
which is now known to us, under the name of the 
Smell-pox, 1s (as I conceive) very probable, from the 
ſame P/alms. 

Ps AL. XXXVIii. 3. There is no ſoundneſs in my fleſh, - 
&c. 
5. My wounds ſtint, and are corrupt. 

7. My loins are filled with a ſore diſeaſe (He was 
afflicted with violent pains in his back, or, perbaps, 
the weight of the diſtemper fell upon thoſe parts; : 
and there is no ſoundneſs in my fleſh. 

8. Jam feeble, and ſore broken. 

10. As for the light of mine eyes, it alſo is gone from 
Me. 

11. My lovers, and friends fland aloof from my ſore, 
and my kinſmen ſtand afar off. 

Ps AL. xxXxix. 11. When thou with rebukes doſt cor- 
rect man for iniquity, thou makeſt bis beauty to conſume 
away, like a moth, fretting a nt. 

Now, I apprehend, that there is no other diſtem- 
per, in which all theſe characters, univerſal ſoreneſs, 
and unſoundeſs of the fleſh, corruption, ſtench, 
temporary blindneſs, (for ſuch David's was) and loſs 
of beauty, are at once united, except the fmall-pox - 
particularly, that loſs of beauty, which is cauted by 
reducing the ſkin into the condition of a garment, 
fretted by moths. And, ſurely, never was diſtem- 
per characterized by a clearer, or more beautiful allu- 
ſion, and image, than this. 

This 


" + Ver. 4. 1 ſaid, Lord, le merciful te me: beal my foul; for i 
dave finned againft thee. 7 2. 
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This will alſo be confirmed, by conſidering, that 
this was Job's diſtemper ; and that David found him- 
ſelf in the ſame condition with Job. 

That this was Job's diſtemper, (ſuppoſing it of 
the number of thoſe known to us) is apparently clear, 
from that ſingle character of it; that he was ſmitten 
with boils, from the ſole of his foot, unto his crown *. 
The ſame thing 1s alſo apparently clear, from ano- 
ther paſſage, Job xix. 20. I am eſcaped with the ſkin 
of my teeth. His diſeaſe had ſtripped off all the reſt 
of his ſkin, even that on the inſide of his mouth; 
which ſufficiently confirms it to have been the ſmall- 
"Tm this diſtemper Fob complains , that Gop had 
made him to be forſaken of his companions, and 
friends; that he compaſſed him with his archers ; 
tore his reins, and blinded his eyes My stin is 
broken, and become loathſome F ; he, (that is, man) as 
a rotten thing, conſumeth, as a garment, that is moth- 
eaten. Thou haſt made deſolate all my company ||. My 
friends ſcorn me |||]. His archers compaſs me round a- 
bout. He cleaveth my reins aſunder My reins be 
conſumed within me : he breaketh me with breach upon 
breach. On my eye-lids is the ſhadow of death **, 
There are other circumſtances (beſides theſe laſt- 
mentioned) to prove this, to have been Job's diſtem- 
per; but as my ſe in recounting theſe, was 


only to ſhew, that David's diſtemper was the ſame 
with his, I, therefore, recounted thoſe only, in which 
they both agreed. 


Now, the reader will find every one of theſe com- 
plaints, from the mouth of David, in the paſſages 
now 


job ii. 7. + Job xvi. 7, &c. 
$ Job vii. 3. id. xvi. 7. 
vi Ibid. ver. 20. 
Nou, beſides the poetic beauty of this expreſſion. there is 
alſo a propriety in it, every way expreflive of his condition in 
the /zzall pox ; which deſerves carefully to be attended to. The 


blindneſs was not from any defe&, or diſtemper in his eyes, but 
from the cloſing of his eye · lids. * Mm 
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now quoted, and referred to : and, therefore, I think 
it clear, that his diſeaſe was the ſame with Job's; 
that is, that it was (probably) the ſmall-pox ; conſe- 
quently, not that diſtemper, which the libertine 
world inſinuate. 

The. ſame thing appears alſo, as I apprchend, 
from ſome of thoſe Pſalms, which David wrote, 
upon his recovery. Thus in Pſalm ciii. he bleſſes 
Gop, who bealed all his diſeaſes, that his youth was 
renewed like the eagle's. Now, it is generally under- 
ſtood of the eagle, that when his feathers molt, and 
fall off gradually, and new ones ſucceed, his youth 
is renewed with his plumage T. Which carries no 
unapt, or unnatural alluſion, to a man, whoſe old 
ſkin, rough, and ſcaled, with the ſmallpox, falls off 
piecemeal, and 1s ſucceeded by another, ſmooth, and 
youthful : although I am inclined to believe from 
the text, that it may alſo carry another alluſion. 

Commentators, in their comments upon this text, 

note St. Auguſtin, and St. Epiphanins, as aſſerting, 
Sn when the eagle grows old, and that crooked, in- 
cruſted ſubſtance of his bill increaſes ro ſuch a de- 
gree, that he cannot eat, he ſtrikes his bill againſt 
a rock, till he beats off his exceſs of beak, and is 
again in a condition to take food ; by which his 
ſtrength is renewed, and with that, apparently, his 
youth. Now (if I am rightly informed) it is no 
uncommon caſe, in the ſmall-pox, for men to have 
their 


® Theſe, as I apprehend, are four in all: Palm xxx. ciii. 
exvi. and cxlvi. 

+ Now, I am well affured, that theſe feathers fall by pairs, 
one in each wing; and that thoſe which fall at once, are the two 
feathers exactly correſpanding to each other, in each wing; and 
that this pair is renewed by a new growth, before the next pair 
falls. A plain appointment of providential wiſdom, and 
goodneſs ! for by thus preſerving the exact balance of the wings, 
which a very little inequality (the difference of leſs than half 2 
feather) in either would deſtroy, the eagle is never utterly diſabled 
from purſuing his prey ; though it be evident, he cannot purtue 
it, with full vigour, till all his feathers be renewed ; and, there- 
fore, his youth is then ſaid to be reſtored. 
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their mouths ſo incruſted with it, that they are ut- 
terly incapable of taking any food, or any ſuſtenance, 
but from liquids ; and that with great difficulty : 
but when that incruſtation falls off, they are then in 
a condition to take proper nouriſhment ; by which 
their ſtrength is reſtored. And if that was David's 
caſe, then, is the beauty, and r of the al- 
luſion in the text, ſufficiently evident. For then, 
might he truly ſay of his Gop, who ſatisfied ti mouth 
with good things, ſo that thy youth is renewed like the 
eagle s. 

That David's diſtemper was the ſmall-pex, is, I 
think, again confirmed from another Pſa/m ; written 
alſo in thankſgiving for his recovery : I mean the 
cxlvich. 

Let it then be previouſly obſerved, that a man, con- 
fined to his bed, by ſickneſs, may very properly be 
conſidered as a priſoner; and, conſequently, his recove- 
ry may be conſidered, as a reſtoration to freedom. Now 
ſuppoſe a man recovered, from the ſmall-pox, in which 
he was blind, and hungry ; under an incapacity of 
eating, for ſome time ; in what words could that 
man, more naturally celebrate the goodneſs of GOD 
to him, than in thoſe of David, in this Palm? 
Ver. 1. Praiſe the Lord, O any foul. Ver. 2. While I 
live, will I praiſe the Lord, &c. Ver. 7. Which ex- 
ecuteth judgment for the oppreſſed, zwhich giveth food to 
the hungry: the Lord looſeth the priſoners. Ver. 8. 


The Lord openeth the eyes of the blind; the Lord 
raiſeth them that are bowed down. 


The reader will pleaſe to obſerve, that the ex- 


preſſion of opening the eyes of the blind“, very natu- 
rally points out the condition of a man, recovered, 
from the ſinall. pox; whole blindneſs aroſe, like Job's, 
not from any defect, or diſtemper in his eyes; 


but 


This fingle circumſtance ſufficiently evinces, David's diſtem- 


per not to have been that other infection, whoſe blindneſs is not 
Lemporuty. 
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but from their being ſhut up, by the cloſing of 
his eye-lids *. 

The ſame thing is, I think, yet further con- 
firmed, from the accounts, which David himſelf 
hath left us, of the conſpiracy formed againſt him, 
in his ſickneſs, in the thirty-eighth, and forty-firſt 
Pſalms. Now I will venture to ſay, that there is 
no ſickneſs, incident to man, in which a conſpi- 
racy could be more naturally encouraged, and yet at 
the ſame time, ſo effectually diſcovered to the per- 
ſon concerned, as the ſmallpox, of the confluent 
kind, in which the patient is often obſerved to lie, 
for ſome days, ſeemingly, ſpeechleſs, and utterly 
inſenſible; and yet, in reality, is ſometimes ſenſible, 
and intelligent. 

I have often heard a man, of known veracity, (yet 
living) affirm, that he very well remembers himſclf 
in that very condition, under that evil diſeaſe, in 
which he frequently heard himſelf pronounced 
ſpeechleſs, inſenſible, and all hopes of recove- 
ry; under this very ſingular, and happy circum- 
ſtance, that he had a thorough contempt of the 
ignorance, and ſtupidity of all, who pronounced 
him in that ſtate. 

Now David ſays of himſelf, in his diſtemper, 
P/al. xli. ver. g. Mine enemies ſpeak evil of me: When 
Hall be die, and bis name periſh ? 

6. And if be come to ſee me, be ſpeaketh vanity : and 
bis heart concetveth falſpood within bimſelf ; and, when 
be cometh forth, be telleth it. 

7. All mine enemies whiſper together againſt me: even 

again} me do they imagine this evil. 
8. n evil diſeaſe, ſay they, cleaveth faſt unto bim; 
and now that be lieth, be ſhall riſe up no more 

Here 

I know the expreſſion is uſed in the goſpel, in relation to 
our Saviour's miraculous cure of blindneſs : but there is no rea- 
33 that any ſuch cure was wrought, in the days of 

bid. 
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Here we ſee, they whiſpered, and pronounced the 


ſentence of death upon him; imagining, that he 


neither obſerved, nor heard them; though, in reali- 
ty, he did both. But the ſame thing is yet, more 
clearly, and inconteſtably ſet forth, in Pſalm xxxviii. 
ver. 12. 

They alſo that ſought after my life, laid ſnares for me: 
and they that went about to do me evil, talked of wicked- 
neſs, and imagined deceit, all the day long. 

13. As for me, I was like a deaf man, and heard 


not ; and as one that is dumb, who doth not open his 
mouth. 


14. ¶ became even as a man that heareth not, and in 
whoſe mouth are no reprocſs. 


From all theſe ſymptoms, and circumſtances, now 
recounted, all which unite, and combine in the 
ſmall-pox, and in no other diſtemper, that we know 
of, I think, we may fairly conclude, that this was 
the evil diſtemper, under which David laboured, 
when a dangerous, domeſtic, conſpiracy was formed 
againſt him . What that conſpiracy was, (for we 

-< H h hear 


þ ; but they forget, that, in that caſe, he muſt have been de- 
poſed, as LUæxiab, the greateſt of his ſucceſſors, was, and ſhut 
up in a /ſeveralhouſe, where he remained, for many years, to the 
day of his death. 

* I am well aware of a ſtrong objection, that lies againſt this 
account; wiz. That the /mall-pox was not known in the world, 
till about eleven hundred years ago. I anſwer, That neither 
was the other infection, charged upon him, known in the world, 
till much later; and, therefore, if this objection be ſtrong againſt 
the ſnall por, it is much ſtronger againſt the other. 


I ſhall 2 add, That the hiſtory of this diſtemper, in the 
accounts le 


us, of Job, and David, might have been a very 
pu_ trial of faith, in thoſe ages, where no ſuch diſtemper was 
wn; as it is now 2 juſt confirmation of our faith, and a ra- 


nasal ground for believing the truth of theſe hiſtories, which re- 


late events, now ordinary, and indiſputable ; which yet, for 
many ages, were credible, only to that faith, which i the evi- 
dence of things not ſeen, becauſe altogether extraordinary, and 
inexplicable. But; it is objected, that David's diſtemper is cha- 
racteriaed, by many ſymptoms, and circumſtances, which * 
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hear only of one) and how it was carried on, will 
be ſeen, in the next chapter. 

When I had proceeded thus far, I judged it 
proper to fubmit this diſſertation, to the peruſal of 
a very learned, and judicious phyſician ; whoſe can- 
dour I relied upon, to be informed, whether any 
objection lay againſt this account of Job's, and 
David's diſtemper, beſides thoſe mentioned, in the 
laſt notes. His anſwer was, That he apprehended, 
if Job's diſtemper was not altogether ſuper-natural, 
that it might be the elephantiafes ; and referred me, 
for further information, to Aræteus's account of that 
diſtemper; which accordingly I have conſidered, 
with all the care I could ; and find, there are many 
ſymptoms, in which theſe diſeaſes agree; and yet, 
they are, upon the whole, very different. 

The elephantiafis, and fmall-pox, are both infecti- 
ous diſtempers ; and men often fly from their near- 
eſt friends, when infected by them: the body is 
ſwelled, and the ſkin is broken, in both, and the 


be referred to the ſmall-pox ; particularly, pains in the bones, and 
ulcers in the loins. I A that ro (Loos are often compli- 
cated, perhaps, beyond any thing that can well be compu- 
ted, either the principles of phyſic, or the obſervations 
of phyſicians. David had great hardſhips, in 
his youth ; had lain long, and often, in camps, and caves ; and 
it is no uncommon thing, with men of that character, to feel 
pains, and aches, in their bones, in their advanced 5 and it- 
is pothble, that theſe pains, and aches might have attended 
with ulcers, in his kidneys. The fame effefts might, poſſibly 
ariſe from many other cauſes, which I cannot pretend 
mine, or pronounce _ | 

But it is objected, That David ſpeaks of his fickneſs in the 
preſent tenſe, as if he wrote his Palms, when he was actually 
under it; which was impoſtible to be done, in the fmalbpar. 

: an, Thet no Bones is aoee Goole is pag. hes 
ung 6 things paſt, in the preſent tenſe ; eſpecially, when 

deſcription is enlivened, as it very often is, 6 doing. 
And, I think, there is a particular beauty, in ibing diſtem- 
pers, in that manner ; becauſe it makes the diſtreſs preſent to the 
reader.—Befides, that ſeveral paſſages in the thirty 
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breath tainted ; and both are attended, at certain 
periods, with intenſe itchings ; and both are vexed, 
with diſturbed, and frightful dreams (as all feveriſh 
diſorders are): and the ſinall pax is ſometimes at- 
tended, with a difficulty of breathing, as the ele- 
phantiafis always is, with a kind of ſtrangling : fo 
far they agree. But here they differ: the elepbantiaſis 
never breaks out, thro? all the ſkin, at once, as the 
ſmall-pox does ; it begins with a burning in the 
bowels, and next appears in the face, which it ſwells, 
burniſhes, and brightens; and from the moment 
it appears there, it is abſolutely mortal; nor did any 
human creature ever ſurvive it. In the elepbantiaſis, 
the eyes are cloudy, and become of a braſſy colour; 
and the brows ſwelled, and let down over the eyes, 
like thoſe of an angry lion. In the fmall-pox, the 
eye-lids are cloſed, and conglutinated, and the 
eyes not clouded, but abſolutely darkened, as Job's 
were. 

In the elephantiafis, the ſoles of the feet are crack- 
ed, but no boils, either there, or on the crown of the 
head, as Fob had, and as is common in the ſmail-pox.In 
the elephantiafis, the patients are Nothful, and ſleepy, 
from the beginning to the end: Job's diſtemper was 
ſleepleſs, and reſtleſs, as the ſmail-pox often is. 

Job's diſtemper was attended with vomiting, with 


pains in his back, with loathing of food, and loſs 


of fkin : all theſe are attendants upon the /mall-pox, 
but unknown to the el afes. 

Fob, indeed, complains of wrinkles, and it is cer- 
tain, that the elepbantiaſis wrinkles the ſkin ; but he 
complains, in the ſame breath, of being lean, and 
withered *; whereas, in the elepbantiafis, there is 
an univerſal ſwelling: and, therefore, it is reaſonable 


to conclude, that this leanneſs, and theſe wrinkles 


of Job's were the effects of his ſorrows, antecedent 
to that ſickneſs, with which Satan ſmote him. , 
H h 2 | t 


* 


* Job xvi. 8. 
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It were eaſy to add more proofs to the ſame pur- 

ſe; but, I hope, thoſe I have already urged, will 

thought ſufficient to evince, that Job's diſtemper 
was not the elephantiafts. 

To conclude : 

As rational conjectures are oftentimes uſeful inlets 
to knowledge, the candid reader will, I hope, be 
indulgent to this, in relation to David's diſtemper ; 
which I am far from obtruding as a truth : for, 
ter all, poſſibly, all his P/a/ms upon this head, 
may be no more than figurative deſcriptions of the 
ſtate of his mind, ſick with ſin : nor is this ſuppo- 
ſition ill grounded, upon the 4th verſe of the forty- 
firſt Pſalm, before referred to: Heal my ſoul ; for 1 
have finned againſt thee. And, agreeably to this way 
of thinking, we find ſin figured out to us, in the 
prophetic ſtyle, under the ideas of bruiſes, and 
wounds, and putrifying ſores, Iſa. i. 6. But till, that 
he laboured under ſome real diſeaſe, (whoſe ſymp- 
toms ſuit better with the ſmall-pox, than any other 
ſickneſs we know of) when this conſpiracy was 


formed againſt him, 1s, I think, out of all doubt. 


CH A P. VIIL 


Abſalom takes the Advantage of bis Fatber's Sickneſs, 
to form a Conſpiracy againſt bim. The Methods be 
made uſe f, to delude the People in his Favour. 


BSALO M had not been long reſtored, to his 
father's favour, before his pride, and popularity 
broke out, in an extraordinary manner. 

It is ſufficiently evident, from ſome paſſages in 
this hiſtory, that David, as his ſons grew up, gave 
each of them ſome patrimony, which he left to their 
own management : (it was not then deemed beneath 
the dignity of princ<s, to be early initiated, in all 
the patriarchal arts of ruial induſtry). Particularly 
Hbſalom, we know, had flocks, and fields of corn; 
and it is probable, that his wealth increaſed in his 

exile, 
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exile, and conſinement: not only, as his expences 
might be leſſened, on theſe accounts; but alfo, as 
his circumſtances might be conſiderably bettered, by 
preſents from his grandfather, and the royal family 
at Geſbur, who, doubtleſs, conſidered him as the heir 
apparent, to the crown of Iſrael; and accordingly 
encouraged, and enabled him, to ſupport his pre- 
tenſions, and to keep up a port, ſuitable to his dig- 
nity. And hence it was, in all probability, that 
when he was received into favour, he ſet up a mag- 
nificent equipage, frepared him cheriots, ard horſes, 
and a retinue of no leſs than fifty men, to run before 
bim: poſſibly, attendants, in appearance; but, in 
effect, guards. 

About this time, I apprchend, it was, that David 
fell ſick : and Abſalom, taking the advantage of that 
infirm, and diſtreſſed condition, to which he ſaw him 
reduced, laid the foundation of his conſpiracy, or 
rather purſued the plan of his ambition, concerted 
at Geſbur. Which, probably, at firſt, meant no more 
than to ſecure to himſelf the ſucceſſion of the crown, 
in preference to Solomon; for whom David Celigned 
it. And, ſeeing the king reduced ſo low, by his 
diſtemper, that his life was deſpaired of; wicked as 
he was, he might think it better ro wait the iſſue 
of it, than to embrue his hands in his father's blood. 
And there 15 no doubt, but the king, who (as we 
have ſeen in the laſt chapter) diſcovered the conſpi- 

, In his ſickneſs, took immediate meaſures to 
defeat it, as ſoon as he found himſelf recovering. 
Nor is it improbable, that he diſſembled his recovery, 
as long as he could, to prevent the effects of his 
ſon's ambition, and impetuoſity; who ſufficiently 
appears, from the ſorty-firſt Pſalm, to have been de- 
termined, upon his father's deſtruction, and fully re- 
ſolved, to out-do the malignity of his diſeaſe, and 
cut him off, if that ſhov!d ſpare him. For thoſe, 


'T am fatisficd, are M ſalom's own words, recorded by 


H hs; David, 
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David, at the 8th verſe of that Pſalm ; And now that 


be lieth, he fha!l riſe up no more. 

It muſt, doubtleſs, have been matter of great 
ſurprize, and inexpreſſible affliction, to David, to 
find the two men in the world, whom he ſcems to 
have moſt loved, and confided in, combining againſt 
him, and compaſling his death; Abſalom, and Achi- 
thopbs!; his ſon, and his counſellor. And both of 
theſe are, as I apprehend, ſufficiently, and clearly 
characterized, in the laſt-cited P/alm : The vanity, 
and lying ſpirit of Abſalom, in theſe words, (ver. 6.) 
And if be come to ſee me, he ſpeaketh vanity : his beart 
gathereth falſhood within himſelf : when he goeth abroad, 
he telleth it: And the treachery of Acbitbopbel in theſe, 
(ver. 9.) Yea mine own familiar friend, in whom J 
truſted, which did eat of my bread, bath lifted up bis 
beel © againſt me. 

Here we ſee a complaint, not only of truſt be- 


trayed, but the rights of hoſpitality violated : the 


man that did this, had eaten of his bread . 
in this exigency David had recourſe, as uſual, to 
the divine mercy, and protection; crying out, (ver. 
10.) Thou, O Lord, be merciful to me, and raiſe me up, 
that I m requite hem. And, finding their devices 
fo far defcated, as not to terminate in his immediate 
deſtruction, he gradually gathered hope, and confi- 
dence, from that delay; which he quickly perceived, 
not to have ariſen from any abatement in their ma- 
Igrity, but from the interpoſition of Providence, in 
his behalf (vcr. 11.) ; By this I know, that thou fa- 
voureſt me, becauſe mine enemy doth not triumph over 
we; and as for me, thou upboldeſt me in mine integrity, 
and ſetieſt me before thy face for ever. 
If jt be urged, That all this is only a comment 
upon 


Drery, Whether this expreſſion might not have given the firſt 
hint of the fable of the Af, and the Sick Lian? 
+ This ſhews the ſacred regard to the rights of hoſpitality, 
among the Fenvs, prior to any thing we hear upon that head, in 
the accounts of the heathen world. 
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upon a Pſalm, not grounded upon any hiſtorical re- 
lation; Ianſwer, That this Pſalm is plainly hiſtorical ; 
is confeſſedly written by David, and. perſonally ap- 
plied to himſelf ; and, conſequently, muſt refer to 
ſome circumſtance of his life; and can refer to 
no other but this ; and, when applied to this, gives, 
as I apprehend, new light, to the ſacred hiſtorian's 
account of Abſalom's rebellion. 

Now the ſacred hiſtortan informs us, (2 Sam. xv.) 
That, when the peopie reforted to the king for 
Juſtice, on occaſion of any controverſy, which had 
ariſen between them, Abſalom was early up, and in- 
tercepted them, as they came to the gate, where the 
king's tribunal was held ; and, as they approached, 
inquired of each of how, What tribe, city, and 
family they were of, that he might proportion his 
compliments, and civilities, according to their qua- 
lity, and conſequence : careſſed, and deluded them, 
with gloſing lyes : pretended to inquire into the me- 
rit of their cauſe; and always found it good, and 
juſt : ſadly lamenting, at the ſame time, that no man 
was deputed of the king to hear them: and earneſt- 
ly wiſhing, that he were authorized, and in a capa- 
city of doing them juſtice : — O that I were made 
Judge in the land, that every man, which hath any ſuit, 


| or cauſe, might come unto me; and I would do bim 


Juſtice! And what was this, in effect, but ſaying, 
O that I were in my father's place, I would do juſ- 
tice ! — Plainly inſinuating, that he would do, what 
others did not. 

Now, we learn from the preceding part of this 
hiſtory, that David was wont to adminiſter juſtice to 
his people, in perſon : Why then, does Abſalom la- 
ment, that no one was deputed of him, to hear the 


grievances of his — *? The reaſon is plain, 
h 4 from 


It muſt be owned, that this could only be meant of ſome im- 
portant cauſes, and appeals, reſerved for the king's hearing ; 


there wer ondary Judges enough, to kar the ordinary core of 
a 
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from the forty-firſt P/a'm. The king was ſick, and 
could not attend in perſon ; and the people knew it: 
otherwiſe Abſalom's calumny wouid naturally have 
been, that the king was grown proud, and haughty, 
and above his buſineſs; or elſe, old, and indolent, 
and negligent of his ſubjects. 

Now, is it to be believed, that A/alom could 
carry on this train of deluſion, and lyes, with the 
people, for any time, without the king's being in- 
formed of it? That is not to be imagined : the pro- 
ceeding was too public':-to be concealed. Let us 
then, take ir for granted, that the king was quickly 
informed of it; and found, that a ſon, who viſited 
him conſtantly, in his ſickneſs, and pretended great 
ſolicitude for be health, was, at the ſame time, plot- 
ting; againſt him ; deluding his people with lyes, to 
his diſadvantage ; and wiſhing to be in his place; 
which was, in effect, wiſhing him dead. How 
could he more naturally expreſs himſelf, upon that 
lead, on ſuppoſition, that he knew all this, than he 
does in theſe words of the forty-firlt P/a/m (part of 
which hath been already recited) ; ver. 5. Mine ene- 
mies * ſpeck evil of me: When ſhall be die, and his 
name periſh ? 

VER. 6. And if he come to ſee me, be ſpeaketh va- 
ity. [His beart concetveth faiſhood within himſelf : 
wen he goetb abroad, be telleib it. 

But, ſuppoſe the king in health, and M ſalum's crime 
no more, than that of ſhutting out complainants, 
from his preſence, and then lamenting his neglect of 
adminiſtring juſtice ;. Could there be a greater vil- 
iainy, than thus to abuſe his father, and his prince, 
in his nobleſt character, of doing juſtice, and judg- 
ment? turning his moſt valuable talent, and higheſt 
merit, as a mcnarch, into the rnoſt crying guilt, a 

| governor 


Here we ſee David ſpeaks, ver. 5; indefinitely, of his ene- 
mies in general, being loth to brand a favourite ſon ; but yet, in 
the next vezic ; he limits his reflection to a particular perſon, whe 
could be no ether than Abſalum. 
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governor could fall into! How execrable is ambition, 
thus building itſelf upon the baſeſt ingratitude, and 
cruelleſt calumny! O that I were made judge in the 
land !——exclaims the abandoned miſcreant. Rare 
character of a judge, compounded of falſhood, and 
flattery, inſpiring rebellion, and meditating parricide, 
and covering his ambition, un ler the ſpecious guiſe 
of an humble famiharity! fe would not ſuffer himſelf 
to be adored, as his fathcr did ; but when any one 
came to proſtrate himſelf betore him, he prevented 
him; and, before he could reach the earth, caught 
him in his arms, and embraced him : When any one, 
ſays the text, came nigh to him, to do him obeyſance, be 
put forth his hand, and took him, and kiſſed bim: ra- 
ther paying court, than receiving it. As Tacitus 
tells us, Otho adored the people, ſtretched out his 
hands, laviſhed his kiſſes, and did every thing, in 
the moſt ſervile manner, for the fake of ſway. And 
in this manner, ſays the ſacred hiſtorian, did Abſalom 
to all Iſrael, that came to the king for judgment. So 
Abſalom ſtole the hearts of the men of Iſrael. 

Abſalom robbed his father of the affections of his 
people, as Cyrus the younger did his brother : but 
parents are more indulgent, more eaſily deluded, 
and induced to forgive, than brethren ; as will be 
ſeen, in the ſequel of this hiſtory. 

It muſt be owned, that Abſalom, beſides his arts 
of popularity, now recited, had two, great, natural 
advantages; which, if they are attended with civi- 
lity, never fail to win the affection, and veneration 
of the vulgar ; a graceful perſon, and an high 
birth; being, at once, remarkably beautiful, and 
royally deſcended, both by his father, and mother. 
Beſides this, Amnon, his elder brother, was dead ; 
and ſo, in all probability, was Chileab, inaſmuch as 
we hear no more of him ; and Solomon, his only 
competitor for the crown, was yet very young. Hts 
father was too indulgent to him; he ſaw him aſſume 
all the ſtate of heir apparent to the crown, yet took 
no 
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no meaſures, that we know of, to correct his folly, 
or repreſs his pride. And, therefore, it was not 
unnatural, that they, who favoured A3/alom, ſhould 
18 that his father, ſecretly, encouraged, what 

did not, openly, controul. 

Thus did d's infirmities concur, in executing 
the divine decree, of raifing up evil to him, out of 
bis own bouſe. 


"CHAP. I 
Abſalom breaks out into open Rebellion, and Achito- 
phel joins bim. David flies from Jeruſalem, puts 
þ Prayers to Gon, and is ſupported in bis Di- 


E have ſeen, in the ing chapters, A5. 
4 's intentions, of rebelling againſt his fa- 
ther: whoſe unexpected recovery, (under the influ- 
ence of the divine favour, and 2 in all pro- 
bability, broke his meaſures, for that time; and 
made him his wicked purpoſe. Nor can 
it be imagined, but that David, from that time, 
kept a ſtrifter eye over him ; fo that he could make 
no further progreſs, in his evil intentions. In the 
mean time, his popularity had all the field he could 
wiſh : as all the people of J/rael reforted to Feruſa- 
km, thrice in every year, on the three ſolemn feſti- 
vals ; he had ſo often an opportunity of paying his 
court, and inſinuating his poiſon, till the infection 
ſpread, through the whole body of the realm ; and 
wanted nothing, but a fair occaſion, to diſplay it- 
ſelf, in all its malignity : nor was this wanting long. 
The ſacred hiſtorian informs us, that Abſalom, 
under the pretence of a vow, which he had made 
at Gefpur, applied to his father, for leave to go, 
and offer ſome ſacrifices, at Hebron, that antient, 
patriarchal city, and place of his nativity. Joſephus 
tells us, that this was done, four years after his 
father's reconciliation to him : which plainly _— 
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this to have been the reading in the text, at that 
time: as it alſo was, in the time of Theodoret, and 
ſtill is in the Syrian, and Arabic verſions, and many 
antient manuſcripts ; although the Hebrew text now 
ſaith, that this came to paſs after forty years; without 
computing from whence they began *. 

The nature of his vow is thus explained, by the 
ſacred hiſtorian, (2 Sam. xv. 8.) who tells us, that 
Abſalom addreſſed his father, in the following man- 
ner: For thy ſervant vowed a vew, while I abode at 


leave, we may clearly infer, that David held him, 
| at this time, under ſome reſtraint ; which plainly 
implies, at leaſt, ſome ſuſpicion of him. The ſame 
thing is alſo, as I apprehend, ſufficiently evident, 

| from the companions, which Ab/alom took with him 

| to Hebron, which were two hundred men out of 
JO” : whom the ſacred hiſtorian acquits of 
ing any way conſcious, to his conſpiracy ; conſe- 
| quently, they were ſuch as David could no way 
ſuſpect. They went in their ſimplicity, ſaith the ſacred 
writer, and they knew not any thing. Now, there can 

| | be no doubt, but that Ab/alom would much rather 
| have taken ſome of thoſe along with him, who 
| were more intimately embarked in his intereſt ; but 


that 


* Some compute theſe forty years from David's firſt anoint- 
ment, to the crown by Sammel, which they think might then have 


been made uſe of, as the year of our Lord often is with us, with- 
out being mentioned. 


1 
; 
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that he knew, that could not be done, without 
awakening his father's jealouſy ; and, perhaps, de- 
feating his whole deſign. 

There is no doubt, but David alſo took proper 
meaſures, to have him watched, at Hebron : but 
Abſalom foreſaw this, and prevented all the effects 
of his father's precautions; for, before he left Je- 
ruſalem, he took care to ſend his emiſſaries, through- 
out all the tribes ; doubtleſs, under colour of in- 
viting perſons of diſtinction to the ſacrifice ; but, in 
reality, to carry the watch-word, and ſignal, before 

on, between them : That, as ſoon as th 
ſhould hear the trumpet ſound, they ſhould imme- 
diately give out the word, at once, That Ab/alom 
was crowned king, at Hebron. By which means, 
the people ruſhed in, as a flood, and the conſpiracy, 
like a contagious ulcer, broke out, and came to a 
head, almoſt at once. 

The only perſon, mentioned by the ſacred hiſto- 
rian, as invited to the ſacrifice, from Hebron, is 
Achitophe!l, the Gilonite, David's counſellor : whoſe 
arrival, from his own city, from Gilob, whither 
Abſalom ſent for him, ſeems to have given the fintſh- 
ing ſtroke, to the rebellion. For then, the ſacred 
hiſtorian immediately adds. ud the conſpiracy was 
Frong; for the people increaſed continually with Abſa- 
lam. Achitophel was too cunning to diſcover him- 
felf, till he ſaw all things favourable, and proſpe- 
Tous, on the part of Abſalom: and they both very 
well judged, that his acceſſion to the conſpiracy, in 
thoſe circumſtances, was the likelieſt means to enſure 
its ſucceſs. 

We may well imagine, that things could not 
eontinue long, in this condition, before David had a 
full account of all that paſſod: the danger was 
in ſtant, and he took his meaſures accordingly. The 
city was not in a condition to ſuſtain a ſiege; and 
if it were, he did not care to expoſe a favourite city, 
built by himſelf, and the reſidence of the — 
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of Gor, to all the evils, incident to ſieges, and, 
almoſt, - inſeparable from them. Nor, perhaps, did 
he care to truſt the inhabitants of a place, fo long 
expoſed, to the taint of Ab/alom's temptations *. 
However, in appearance, he placed his reſolution 
of leaving the city, to the ſcore of his tenderneſs, 
and concern for it, and ſecretly, I doubt not, to his 
unwillingneſs to ſee the flame of civil war, lighted 
up in his country, which could no ſooner be kindled, 
than it muſt, of neceſſity, devour ſome of his bre- 
thren, and, perhaps, his beſt ſubjects. In this 
diſtreſs, he immediately ſummoned all his ſervants, 
that were in the city; and faid unto them, Ariſe, 
let us fee; for we ſhall not elſe eſcape from Abſalom : 
make ſpeed to depart, left be overtate us ſuddenly, and 
bring evil upon us; and ſinite the city, with the edge of 
the ſtword. He was well acquainted with the young 
man's impetuoſity, and the madneſs of the people 
and judged it better to give way to the fury of the 
flood, than attempt to ſtem it, in the fulneſs of its 
overflowing. 


Accordingly, 


This, I think, appears from the fifty-fifth P/a/m, which I 
a to have been meditated, and poured out in prayer to 
Gop, upon the firſt diſcovery of Ab/alom's conſpiracy. And 
from thence it plainly appears, that he had diſcerned the ſeeds, 
and workings of a conſpiracy, in the city, and that Achitepbel 
was at the bottom of it; and not only ſo, but that David tore- 
ſaw his ſudden, and ſad end. 

Ver. 9. Deflzoy, © Lord, and divide their tongues : for 1 have 
ſeen violence. and flrife, in the city. 

10. Day ond night they go about it, upon the wall; theresf : miſe 
chief alſo, and Irre are in the midſt of it. 

11. Wick-d:c/s is in the midſt thereof : deceit, and gaile depart 
not fron: her rcets. 

12. For it «vas nct an enemy that reproached me, then I could 
lade borne it; neither <:as it he that hated me, that did magnify 
Linse], arainſt me, tuen I rv64.1 have hid mv/elf from him. 

13. Bu it was thou, @ man, mine equal, my guide, and mine 
Acgiam!ance. 

14. Ve took fevert coun'el torether, aud waited unto the bonſe of 

in company. | 

15. Let death ſeixe upon them, and let them go down quick into 
hell; for wickedneſs is in their dwellings, and among thew. 
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Accordingly, he inſtantly quitted the city, with 
all his ſervants, and all his houſhold Rafoy a con- 
cubines, whom he left to take care of the houſe); 
and dif them all before him, over the brook 
Kidron, ditefting their way to the wilderneſs ; the 
Cherethites, and Peletbites, (of whom we have al- 
ready ſpoken) and with them fix hundred Gittites, 
who very providentially came to him to Jeruſalem, 
(being baniſhed from Gath) but the very day before, 
with the brave Ittai at their head (with all his fami- 
ly) ; whom David, knowing him fatigued with his 
J , would, from a noble principle of gene- 
rolity, (which preferred his friend's relief to his own 
ſafety) fain have perſuaded to turn back, with his 
brethren ; which he gallantly refuſed to do, vowing, 
that where-ever David was, in death, or life, there 
would he his ſervant be alſo. All theſe paſſed on 
before, and David himſelf, with his body of brave 
worthies about him, brought up the rear. 

Among the reſt of thoſe who attended the king, 
when he left the city, and reſolved to follow his fate, 
were Zadok, and Abiathar, the prieſts : Zadok, at- 
tended by all the Levites, bearing the ark of the co- 
venant of the Lox o; and they ſet down the ark 
of God, before the king, as he ſtood to ſee the 
people paſs over the Kidron before him: And Abi- 
athar, faith the text, went up, (probably, to ſome 
eminence, to review the le, as they ) wntil 
all the people bad deve out of the city. And the 
king ſaid unto Zadok, Carry back the ark of God, into 
the city: if I ſhall find favour in the eyes of the Lord, 
he will bring me again, and fſhew me both it, and his 
habitation. But if be thus ſay, I bave no delight in 
tber; bebold, bere am I, let bim do to me as ſeemeth 

ood unto bim. He ſent back the high-prieſts, as 

nowing their character was too ſacred, to ſuffer any 

violence, from the uſurper, though he knew their 
fidelity, to his father : and for the reſt, he wholly 
ſubmitted himſelf to the divine diſpoſal. 2 
t 
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ſought Gop, as Alexander Severus * told his ſoldiers, 
a generous, and a wiſe man ſhould , praying for the 
beſt things, and bearing whatever ſhould befal. 

David ſaw plainly, that God had raiſed this war 
againſt him, in puniſhment of his guilt, That God 
had raiſed up this evil to him, out of his own bouſe ; 
and I imagine, I now hear him taking up the ſame 
lamentation, which Alpbonſus the Wiſe, king of Ar- 
ragon, afterwards did, upon a like occaſion : I wonder 
not ſo much at my people's ingratitude to me, as at my 
own to Goo. 

In this ſpirit of humiliation, David would not 
preſume to have the ark, the ſymbol of the Divine 
Preſence, borne before him, in that war : that was 
an honour, of which he deemed himſelf utterly un- 
worthy. And, therefore, — himſelf, and his 
affairs, with intire re ion, to the diſpoſal of the 
Divine Providence, he remanded Zadok, and Abi- 
athar back to the city, with the ark. 

When. David given the reaſons relating to 
himſelf, why he would not have the ark carried be- 
fore him into the field ; he then adds a reaſon perſo- 
nal to Zadek : Art not thou a ſeer? Return in peace. 
It ſhould ſeem from hence, that Zadok was a prophet : 
however, as a prieſt, he was a teacher ; and, as ſuch, 
bound to ſtay with his people, in the greateſt exi- 
gencics, and inſtruct them in their duty. Beſides, 
that by ſtaying to do his duty, to his le, he 
might alſo do good offices, to his prince. ac- 
cordingly, David concerted a method, both with 
Zadok, and Abiathar, of correſponding with him, 
and ſending him intelligence of all the enemies 
meaſures, by their ſons, Abimaaz, the ſon of Zadok, 
and Fonathan, the ſon of Miatbar. 

This done, David went up the aſcent of Mount Oli- 
vet, his feet bare, and his bead covered; and wept as 
be went: and all the people that was with him, covered 
every 


® Herodian. 
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every man his bead; and they went up weeping. Aud 

all the country wept, with a loud voice. 
How David's thoughts were employed, in this 

fad reverſe of his fortune, I think, ſufficiently ap- 

pears from the forty-third Pſalm. And, indeed, it 

needs ſo little ſagacity to ſee, or ingenuity to own, 

that the meditations, there recorded, are peculiarly 

ſuited to this occaſion, that commentators are agreed 

in the point : nor can any thing be imagined more 

natural to a man of his character, and under thoſe | 

circumſtances, than that ſolemn appeal to the divine 

Juſtice, againſt a vile ſon, and a wicked people, with 

which this Pſalm begins * ; or the earneſt ſupplicati- 

on, for relief, and reftoration, which follows it + ; 

or that lively expreſſion of hope, and confidence, in 


the divine protection, which concludes it F. 

If any reader ſhould find any difficulty, in | 
concluding this Pſalm, to have been meditated up- | 
on this occaſion z; let him reflect, whether there 
can be any thing extraordinary in ſuppoſing ſome 
memorial, to have been left to us of David's medi- 
tations, upon an occaſion ſo very extraordinary: 
for, ſurely, a more memorable event, was never 
recorded in hiſtory ; nor a more moving ſpectacle, 
ever exhibited to mortal eyes! A king, venerable 
for his years, and victories; ſacred in the characters, 
both of his piety, and prophecy ; renowned for 
proweſs, and revered fer wiſdom; reduced to the | 
condition of a fugitive ! to a ſudden, and extreme | 

* me, O and plead my cauſe againſt an ungodly na- 
tion . 2 the . and * 

Ver. 2. For thou art the God of my ſtrengthb. Why daft thou 
cafl 8 off ? Why go 1 mourning, becauſe of the oppreſſion of the 


enemy 

+ Ver. 3. O ſend out thy light, and thy truth; les them lead 
we, let them bring me unto thy holy hill, and to thy tabernacles. 

4. Then will I go unto the altar of God, unto G14, miy excecding 
Joy : yea, ufon the harp will I praiſe thee, O Gad. my God. 

$ Ver. 5. IV hy art thou caſt down, O my foul? And why art 
thou diſquicted ⁊uitbin me? Hope in God; for I ſhall yet praiſe 
him, who is the health of my countenance, and my God. 
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= <p 5 rh thy bleſſing is upon thy people. 
As David was going up 

brought him, that Achitophel was among the 
rators.: and the moment he heard it, he pu p li 
humble, and earneſt ſupplication to that 

headeth I err 
fools 9. O Lord, 1 pray thee, turn the counſel of A. 
chitophel into foolifmeſs. And when he had finiſhed 
his devotions the Mount, it pleaſed Gob to 
furniſh him, at moment, with the means of ef- 
fecting what he prayed for: for, behold, Huſbai, the 
Archite, David's friend, came, that inſtant, to meet 
him, with his coat rent, and earth upon bis bead: and 


David's good genius ſuggeſted to him, the ſame in- 
Ii ſtant, 


* Toſephme tells us, that when Devid reached the top of the 
e ty, and prayed to God, with 
abundance of tears. The candid reader will think it 
worth his notice, re avid wept, 
and viewed the city, in the ſame ſpot, from which, the evange- 
lis informs us, that our bleſſed Saviour wept over it. 

$ Job xii. 17. alſo ver. 20. He removeth away the ſpeech of the 
trufly, and taketh away the uaderflanding of the aged. 


482 An Hiſtorical Account: of 


ſtant, the moſt 
vices of Acbitopbel, by the means of his friend. 


in the camp : David, therefore, told him, That if 
he ſhould go with him into the field, he would be a 


burden to him (he would but add to the number of 


his houſhold, not his ſoldiers) ; ſaying, That he 
himſelf had no ſure reſource, or means of ſupport ; 
but if he would return to the city, and ſubmit to 
Abſalom, he might be a means of defeating the coun- 
ſels of Achitopbel, in his prince's favour; and, at the 
ſame time, have an opportunity of letting him into 
all the ſecrets of the enemy, by informing Zadok, 
and Abiathar of every thing that 
tranſmit the account by their ſons. - Accordingly, 
Huſbai returned to Feruſalem, and reached the city, 
ſoon after Mſalom had entered it. 


CHAP. X. 


Ziba's — to Mephiboſheth, and David's 100 
haſty grant of his ſuppoſed forfeiture. Shimet cur/es 
David, who will not ſuffer bim to be chaſtiſed. The 

C urſes in the Plalms accounted for, from this Paſ- 

ſage. Huſhat infinuates bimſelf into Ablalom*s Fa- 


18 by defeating Achitophels Advice, ſaves 


Ran 0 that Achi- 
was among the conſpirators, he ſaw his 
danger in l its ſtrength. A hot-headed, young man, 
high in vanity, extravagant in hope, and eaſily over- 
ſet with ſucceſs, was not ati object of —_ terror, 
to a man of David's great rience, and conſum- 
mate wiſdom : but the proweſs, popularity, and 
numbers of ſuch a man, conducted by 7 calm ſkill, 
and prudence of an Achitophel, was fufficient matter 
of juſt fear. David, however, ſunk not under it; 
but had recourſe, as uſual, to the protection of that 
Gop, who only could deliver him, and who had 
never 


probable method of defeating the de- 
Huſhai was famous in the cabinet, but unpractiſed 


who would 
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never failed him in diſtreſs; beſeeching him to con- 
found, and infatuate the counſel — Acbitopbel Acbi- 
tapbel was one of thoſe prime po ee ey are 
deemed) who are often ron wiſer others, 
merely becauſe the 7 are more wicked; for, having 
nd reſtraint of conſcience, or fear of Gop, they can 
often adviſe, and ſonietimes effect, what others can- 
not, that is, cre not ; Eel, are, nn ſuch as 
dge vhly of things, eir preſent advantage, or 
3 expediency, LIT Its, ad A but 
are, in the account of all- ſeeing, and unerring Wiſ- 
dom, numbered among thoſe, whoſe wiſdom | is foo- 
liſhnefs, and the end thereof are the ways of death. 

David well knew, that the evil courſe, in which 
Acbitophel was embarked, could only be conducted, 
by wicked meaſures ; and, therefore, it was a duty 
of true religion, to "befeech Gop to confound his 
counſels. And the moſt probable human means of 
effecting this, was, as he judged, by oppoſing the 
counſel of Huſhai to them: and he proceeded, ac- 
cordingly. 

When David had given his inſtructions to Huſbai, 
and the prieſts, he purſued his march, towards the 
wilderneſs, and reſolved to get out of the reach of 
the impending ſtorm, as faſt as he could, and ſhun 
its firſt fury, at any rate, well knowing, that to gain 
time, was to gain a thouſand means of diſperſing it. 
He had paſſed but a little way, beyond the ſummit 
of Mount Olivet, before Ziba came up with him, with 
two aſſes ſaddled, and heavy laden with bread, and 
fruits, and wine *. Among the reſt are mentioned, 
an bundred bunthes of ſummer-frui 
reaſonably ſuppoſed to be the early fig: 
7 this flight of David was about the 
Anh, ot og ah os, 21 
have been very ſeaſonable, and refreſhing ;- my 


Ti 2 king 


* 2 Sam. xvi. 1. Two hundred haves of bread, an hundred 
trnches of rifles, „ and an hundred of ſummer: fruits, and a bottle of 
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king aſked Zibs, What he. meant by theſe. things ? 


, imagining, that were a preſent from 
Bape. For, hen 27 feel. That the 
aſſes were for the ſervice of his majeſty s houſhold ; 
. he wine, and fri, Her the penn of och. | 
of them, as might be weary, t in 
derneſs; the king immediately replied, ud where 
in thy mgſter's ſow? To which, that artful, falſe 
villa, tely anſwered, That he ſtaid in the 
City, in hopes that this commotion might calm, after 
Devid, woo raſhly cred er 
too raſhly credulous, though o un- 
ſervant, againſt the ſon of a tried friend, 


When the king reached Raharim, the next vil- 
lage, in his wa S the wilderneſs, Shimei, 221 


. of the family of Saul, came out, and curſed 
him to his face, . and, not con- 
tented with curſing, he caſt ſtones at him, and at 
all his ſervants, attended him ; treating him, 
with as much indignity, as he would a dag; bidding 
him get out, bloody man as he was, und 6 2s of. Bo 
lial : adding, That Gop had now brought ven 
— 3 him, for all the blood of the houſe of Saul, 


and had now delivered the throne, which he had 
uſurped, 
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the Lord will look an mine affliftion, and that the Lord 
will requite me good, for his curſing, this day. Al- 
though this was a chaſtiſement from God upon him, 
yet if he bore jt as became him, it might become a 
means of mercy to him. His humble ſubmiſſion, 
and reſignation, might call down the divine com- 
miſeration, upon his patience, and penitence. Da- 
vid's patience but more inflamed Shimei's inſolence. 
And, as David, and his ſervants marched along, 
Sbimei kept pace with them, upon the fide of an 
adjacent hill; and ſtill continued curſing, reviling, 
and throwing duſt, and ſtones, unchaſtiſed. David 
endured it all : when he was reviled, be reviled not 
again; When be ſuffered, be threatened not; but com- 
mitted his cauſe 1% Him, who judgeth righteouſly *. 
How far he was, in this inſtance, an emblem of his 
ſuffering Sox, is not, I hope, hard to diſcern, or 
adventurous to aſſert. But, as it is no part of my 
purpoſe to purſue this parallel, I forbear ; and only 
beg leave to add, that this paſſage is a ſtrong inſtance 
to ſhew, how ſtrict, and exemplary a diſcipline, 
reigned throughout David's forces. I own, I have 
ſome doubt, whether a body of European officers, 
encom g their general, ſo treated, would wait 
his orders to diſpatch the reviler. | 

Haw far David marched, before he, his family, 
and his forces, took any refreſhment, is no where 
mentioned, by the ſacred writer: but this defect is 
ſupplied, by Foſephus, who gives us to underſtand, 
that he ſuffered his people to take no refreſhment, 
till they reached the banks of Jordan. Here then, 
let us leave him for a while, and return to Abſalom. 

When David quitted Feruſalem, it was upon a per- 
ſuaſion, that Ab/alom would make all the haſte he 
could, to poſſeſs himſelf of the capital, and, if poſ- 
ſible, to ſurpriſe his father in it. And, as he judged, 
ſo it came to paſs ; for he, and all his people, imme: 
diately marched to Feruſalem, and Achitophel * 


bd 1 Pet. ii. 23. 
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him. And it ſhould ſeem, from the ſacred hiſtorian, 
that they arrived there, a conſiderable time, before 
David reached the banks of the Jordan. For when 
Huſbai came to the city, he found Abſalom in quiet 
poſſeſſion, and juſt going to call a council, 8 the 
preſent poſture of affairs. Hiſbai, mindful of his 
inſtructions, loſt no time to pay his court, and pro- 
feſs his allegiance: but immediately coming up to 
Abſalom, addreſſed him, in the cuſtomary form of 
falutation to kings ; or rather, with a ſeemingly pe- 
culiar zeal for his ſervice, he redoubled the ſalutati- 
on ; God ſave the king! God ſave the king ! Abſalom, 
amazed at what he heard, upbraided him with his 
ingratitude, in deſerting David — and asked him? 
F this thy kindneſs to thy friend? He did not dare 
to ſay, To my father, (for that queſtion would have 
carried a heavier reproach upon himſelf ) and, there- 
fore, he — only the relation, which Huſbai 
had to David ; and, dwelling that, aſked him, 
Why he went not with his friend ? In anſwer to 
which, Huſbai gave him to underſtand, that his alle- 
glance was governed by other principles, than thoſe 
of private friendſhip ; the appointment of Gop, 
and the election of his people, determined him in 
the object of his duty: and what ſhould hinder him 
from ſerving the fon, with as much fidelity, as he 
had ſerved the father ? The attentive reader will, I 
am perſuaded, find this ſalutation, and whole apolo- 
gy, as evidently evaſive, and calculated to delude, 
as art could contrive them ; for he neither prays per- 
ſonally for Mſalom, nor profeſſes allegiance to him; 
yet the bait took, and Abſalom's ſelf-ſufficiency, grols 
as the deluſion was, fwallowed it whole. 

Huſhai (who was conſidered as a good courtier, that 
followed fortune) was immediately admitted of his 
council, though not of his cabinet. The conſulta- 
tion then began, What was to be done next? And 
Acbitopbel, the arch-counſellor, immediately adviſed 
Abſalom to go in to his 5 concubines, which A 

1 4 ' 
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had left to keep the hauſe, before che face of all 
Tfrael ; an action which would demonſtrate his en- 


mity to his father, irreconcilable ; and, conſequent- 
ly, ſuch as would firmly attach all thoſe to his inte- 
reſt, who were diſaffected to Devid, when they once 
ſaw, were out of all danger of being ſacrificed 
to any future, poſſible reconciliation, between the 
father, and ſon. An advice, for the preſent, and 
in ap e, wiſe, but, in reality, pernicious. 
Could not this long-headed, ſagacious ſtateiman fore- 
ſee, that this action, for which ſome men would now 
become more attached to A4b/alom, muſt one day 
make him deteſtable, in their eyes, when they re- 
flected upon the horror of it? A guilt, made mor- 
tal, by the law of Gop*, and not named, even a- 
mong the Gentiles ; a guilt, for which they muſt one 
day _ more worthy to laſe his crown, than 
ak is birth-right T. However, this helliſh ad- 
vice was immediately embraced ; for Acbitopbel t 
advice was then deemed as unerring, as if the oracle 
of Gop had dictated it &.. A tent was i 


chaſtiſgd, 
bh 


twelve thouſand choice men might be put under his 
command, with whom he would undertake to E. 
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telling him what Zchitophe! adviſed, in relation to 
the attempt upon his father, he deſired to know his 
opinion upon that point. To which Huſbai, conti- 
nuing his train of deluſion, anſwered with great ſub- 
nilty, and addreſs, The counſel that Achitophel hath 
is not good at this time. 
The apparent ſenſe of this equivocation was, that 
however, that great counſellor excelled in other 
inſtances of wiſdom, yet in this he failed. He then 
ſet himſelf to oppoſe every article of Achitophe!”s ad- 
vice, ſome openly, and others covertly, with ſignal 
dexterity, and plauſibility of reaſon. He with 
making a lively, and dreadful deſcription of the ene- 
mies Abſalom had to deal with: that David, and his 
worthies, who attended him, were all mighty men 
of war; at all times terrible to the braveſt foes ; but 
much more fo at this time : when being driven from 
their families, they were as ſo many enraged bears, 
robbed of their whelps ; and when, in. the firſt furi- 
ous efforts of their rage, they ſhould ftrike a terror 
into their invaders, ch they would not fail to do, 
anic would eaſily be diffuſed through the reſt 
of Er. uers, — intimidate the braveſt of his 
ſides all this, the of ſurpriſing 
David was very little conſidered; he was a man too 
guarded for ſuch an attempt; and was, before that 
time, well ſecured in - ſome ſecret, and feparate re- 
treat, (for all ſuch were well known to him) out of 
the reach of ſurprize. His advice, therefore, was, 
that Abſalom ſhould wait, till he had a complete ar- 
my, made up of the braveſt men of all the tribes, 
to which every thing muſt yield ; headed by 
= ac in perſon (infinuating that the glory of the 
ws hs 2 ged to him alone, and that nobody 
— to rob him of it). And whereas, it 
was —— by Achitopbel, that he would ſmite the 
king only, as it all Abſalom's ends were to be attained 
by his death; Huſbai inſinuates, that the death of 


competitors was as neceſſary, as that of the king, at 
| leaſt, 


* F en en ac. <6 rei. iii. ii. 


at 


er 
n 
1. 
al 
h 


GRATE DB ADV[Y 


R © MM 


leaſt, his death, who was divinely deſigned 
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for the 
And, therefore, he adds, that they ſhould 


throne. 


come upon David, where he could not be concealed, 
and whence he could not eſcape O, nor any one of 


thoſe that were with him: and that if he refuged him- 


ſelf, for more ſecurity, in any one of the cities of 
Iſrael, they would have numbers enough to pull it 
down, ſtone by ſtone, about his ears. The 
ſion in the original is very remarkable: Then ſhall all 
Iſrael bring ropes to that city, and we will draw it into 
the river. The meaning of which threat I apprehend 
to be this : That they would come before that city, 
with thoſe cranes 1, or hooks, which the ancients 
were wont to throw upon the battlements of walls ; 
and with which, by the help of ropes faſtened to 
them, they were wont to pull them down pi 
into the rivers, or trenches, (filled with water) which 
encompaſſed them. As Achitophel propoſed all ima- 
ginable advantage, to the evil cauſe he was engaged 
in, from expedition, upon that principle mentioned 
by Tacitus, That nothing determines civil diſcords, 
ſo happily as diſpatch ; Huſbai, on the contrary, 
wholly laid himſelf out to protract, and to delay. 
For delay would not only ward off David's preſent 
danger; but would alſo, as the ſame Tacitus ob- 
ſerves, give ill men time to repent, and the good to 
unite. And it is certain, that in all conteſts of this 
kind, that remark of Livy will always hold good, 
That when men have time to think, pens - 
®* The original text is, in this place, very beautiful, and ex- 
preſſive: So all we come upon him in ſome place, where he ſhall be 
found, and we will light upon him, as the dew falleth on the 
ground : and of him, and of all the men that are with him, there 
Hall not be left ſo much as one. The dew in Paleffine (as in ſeve- 
. — pe hoy „ no 
emblem of an tiaus : - 
oY for this reaſon, that 42 their 2 a 
forces rorarii. The dew falls upon every ſpot of the earth; not 
2 blade of graſs eſcapes it. A numerous army reſembles it in this 
reſpect; it is able to ſearch every-where. _ * 
. + See Raollin's Hiſtory, Vol. xii. Plate the 25th explained. 


de wanting, enn to gain > ow» of 
'the right ing to the ick good. 
Theſe were the pr of Huſbai s advice; and 
his advice, as much better ſuited to Abſalow's cruel- 
ty, as well as his vanity, and, ſeemingly, to the in- 
tereſt of his ambition, as well as the ſafety of his 
followers, {who cared to put nothing to the hazard of 
a ſinall party) eaſily prevailed : for ſo it ſeemed good 
to Almighty God, to infatuate the counſels of Da. 


| CHAP. XI. 
Huſhai ſend David Intelligence, of al! that paſſed, 
in Abſalom*s Council, earneſtly intreating bim 10 
paſs over Jordan, that very Night ; which was 
done, accordingly. Achitophel*s ſuddden, and ſad 
End. Mr. Bayle's important Decifion, upon 
' Houkſhai*s Deception of Abſalom, confidered, with 

all che Deſerence due to it. 


BSALO M's council had no ſooner broken 
up, than Huſpai haſted to Zadok, and Adiathar, 
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proper one, e 5 e 
what could be leſs ſa, than a girl, going, 
to a well, where ſuch perſons have calls at all times ? 
However, notwithſtanding all their caution, they 
were obſerved by a lad, (who informed Abſalom), 
and immediately purſued. Jonathan, and Aiman 
made the beſt of their way, with all poſſible dif-. 
h, towards David: but, finding themſelves hot- 
& purkved, they fled to a friend's houſe in Baburim; 
who having a well in his court-yard, which, proba- 
bly, was then dry, or, at leaſt, not very deep, they 
went down into it; where a woman, covering the 
well, and ſpreading ſome corn over it, 4s it, 
were to be ſunned, and dried, effectually | 
them. Abſalom's meſſengers were cloſe at their 
heels; and inquiring of the woman where Jonathan, 


and Abimaaz were, (which ſufficiently implies, that, 
they had ſeen them turn into the houſe), ſhe told, 


intreaty, that he would immediately paſs over 

river, and place himſelf, and his people in ſafety, 
from ſu in caſe things ſhould take another 
turn, and Acbitanbel s counicl prevail over Huſbai 3. 
David inſtantly obeyed the friendly monition given 
him, with ſuch diligence, and diſpatch, that before 
the next morning, he, and all his people were ſafe, 
on the other fide of the Jordan : which, as it required 
a conſiderable number of boats, or floats of ſome 
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kind, to convey them over a river not fordable, 


_ ility, have been attended with 
in all prob of felici ty, favoured by Provi- 


— And we need l but he now took 
of his enemies, 


in caſe they purſued him, as e had before done, to 


as much care, to retard the 


diſpatch his own. 


„in all the various events of his life, could it 
np hk purſued, and clearly connected, would, 


under the conduct of a maſterly pen, make one of 


the moſt curious, and entertaining (as well as uſeful) 
relations, the world ever beheld. 


Gov, as from one unworthy 4 divine preſence, 
and protection: we have ſeen him aſcending Mount 
Olvet, in all the diſtreſs of humiliation, and peni- 
tence; his head covered, and his feet bare, and 
as he went. — We have ſeen him proſtrate 

ſummit of it, pouring out his ſupplications, 

— proclaiming his confidence in Gop. 
Leet us now follow him to the 4 and there 
we ſhall ſee him again (upon finding that his enemies 
took counſel againſt bim bim, and laid wait for bis ſoul ) re- 
— 1 his ſupplications, in the moſt affecting, and 
ge ſtrains, that ever were penned *. Al ough 
is enemies had ſaid, ver. 11. rod bath forſaken bim: 
purſue him, and take bim; for there is none to deliver 
him; yet, was his hope Rill ſtrong, in that God, that 
he would deliver bim, out of the hand of the unrigh- 
teous, and rrue! man. Gop, who had protected him, 
in the vigour of youth, he prayed, and he confided, 
would not now fail him, in the infirmities of age. 
What tho” his own ſtrength was decayed ? he would 


80 


® Pſalm Ixxi. In thet, O Lord, have I put 
me in thy righteouſneſs, and cauſe me to eſeape liver me, O 
Cad, out of the hand of the wicked, 2 band of the unrig 
teous, . in the time of old age: for: 


fake me not, when my flrength faileth 


have often thought, that a 1 of David's 


We have already ſeen him ſending back the ark of 
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| bimſel (ſays the text,) and died. 
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po his enemies, in the ſtrength of the Lord 
God F. I ER Lan alt and grey- 71 
God, forſake me not, until I have ſhewed thy flireng 
unto this generation, and thy power unto þ- pf =; 4 
are yet to come. | 
It could neither be denied, nor diſſembled, that 
he was now reduced to great diſtreſs but, great as 
his diſtreſſes were, he had been redeemed from great- 
er. His enemies looked upon him as a dead man-z 
but they forgot, how eaſily the hand of Gop could 
again, as from the grave ; and not only 


25 are — dere 
hurt. 


or Sohe confided, and ſo i it came to paſs; and Acbi- 
topbel, the enemy 's arch-counſellor, was the firſt in- 
ſtance of Goap's vengeance, upon that rebel-race. 
For, finding his helliſh, but ſalutary advice to /#- 
ſalom, def; piſed, and foreſeeing from thence, that 


David — quic —＋ againſt his infatuated 
enemies, he immediately returned to his own city, 


put his bouſbold in order, Ah (in deſperation) banged 


en he had contrived, inſpired, diffuſed, and 
4 evil, through an innumerable multitude, 
and loaded his ſoul, with all 3 
plicated guilt, that hell could deviſe ; 

rebellion, inceſt, parricide ! he hurried it to we the 
vengeance due to it, from eternal juſtice ; to prevent 
all poſſibility of reparation, and repentance, he died 
m the a& of ſelf-murder. So periſhed the great 
Machiavel of that age ; the very wiſeſt of the very 
wiſe-men. of this world ! = God is their belly, whoſe 
glory is their ſhame, and whoſe end is deſtrufion. 


+ Ver. 46, 17, 18. 


But, 


| may 
in the determined cruelty of Achitopbeĩ a 
olution to deſtroy David with his own: 


pronounce, ( 


obſer= 
vation, in the Wiſdom of Solomoz, (recounted among 


the appointments of Providence) That wherewithel 


4 man finneth, by the ſame alſo ſhall be be puniſhed. 

In the next place, I cannot but reflect, with aſto- 
niſhment, upon the applauſe, which Mr. Bayle hath 
gained; and with horror, upon the evil errors he 


hath ſpread by his caſuiſtry ! and particularly in the 
article of David. He is very with Haba, for 


angry 
deceiving Abſalom; but much more with David, 
for adviſeing him to it. A conduct, which he loads 
with all the guilt of ſeduceing his friend, into a dam- 


® 2 Sam. xi. 3. + 2 Sam. xxiii. 34. 
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nable ſin, which he ſhould rather have loſt his crown, 
than have ſuffered him to commit. 

If Mr. Bayle had been acquainted with the firſt 
principles, and rudiments of tlic law of nature, he 
could not but know, that MHſalem, a tra tor, a mur- 
derer, a rebel, (and, as far in him lay, a parri- 
cide) had (as ſuch) forfeited all the rights f ty: 
bur more eſpecial i;, as a rebel; for a rebel, who ſors 
himſelf to overturn the eſtabliſhed government, or- 
der, and peace of any comminity, does, by that 
hoſtile attempt, actually diveſt himſelf of all ſocial 
rights, in that community. And, conſequently, Hu- 


ſbai could no more be guilty of fin, in deceiving hin, 


in order to defeat the purpoſes of his villaiay, tian 
he could be guilty of a fin, in deceiving a wad 
dog, and turning him away from murdering his beit 
friends. 

It is ſcarcely to be imagined, how any caſuiſt 
could be ſo fillily ſcrupulous, as to make the leaſt 
doubt, whether any man in his ſenſes, had a right to 
deceive a mad-man, (whoſe only demerit is a diſturb- 
ed brain) and delude him from his evil purpoſcs : 
how much more then, a deliberate, determined tiai- 
tor, who had forfeited all the rights of humanity, as 
well as ſociety ! a black parricide, mad wit!: pride, 
ambition, and cruelty ! the worſt exceſſes, and out- 
rages of a corrupt heart! To defeat the horrid pur- 
poſes of this monſter's villainy, to rob him of the 
glory of maſſacring the beſt friends of his family, 
of imbruing his hands in the blood of all his brethren, 
and crowning rebellion, and murder, with parricide! 
to take meaſures to reſtore this wretch, once more, 
to the mercy of a tender, forgiving, father; and, in 
conſequence, to repentance, and a right ſenſe of 
duty! to /ave his ſoul alive !—How crying a guilt was 
it in David, to form a deſign of effecting ail ruis 
and how damnable a fin in Huſbai, to execute it 


K k CHAP. 
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CH AP. NI. 


David goes to Mahanaim, and gathers an Army. 
Abſalom paſſes the Jordan, and pitches in the Land 
of Gilead. David ſends out bis Forces againſt bim, 
under the command of Joab, Abiſhai, and Ittai. 


W HEN David had paſſed the Jordan, he went 
directly to Mabanaim, lately the reſidence of 
Tſhboſheth, antiently the refting-place of Jacob; 
where Gop had placed him, under the protection of 
two hoſts of Angels. The king's diſtreſs there, at 
this time, naturally led him to reflect upon the di- 
ſtreſs of his great anceſtor, in the ſame place: where 
being a with a weak, and helpleſs family 
of wives, and children, as David now was, news was 
brought him, that his brother Eſau was coming 
againſt him, with a ſtrong band of men, and as he 
had too much reaſon to apprehend, with an hoſtile 
diſpoſition to deſtroy him. Could any thing be more 
natural, than for David to cry out, upon that occa- 
ſion, as he doth in the thirty-fourth Pla, ver. 6, 7. 
This poor man cried, and the Lord heard him, and ſaved 
bim out of all bis troubles. The angel of the Lord en- 
campeth round about them that fear him, and delivereth 
them. That Gop, who delivered Jacob, from his 
brother, could, with equal eaſe, deliver David, from 
his cruel ſon. The meek, and humble Jacob truſted 
in Gop, and was delivered; and why might not 
David hope for a like deliverance, under the ſame 
ſpirit of humiliation, and truſt in the divine protec- 
tion? It 1s ſcarcely to be imagined, how David 
could avoid falling into this train of thinking, in 
this place, at this time; and if he did fall into it, 
it is leſs to be imagined, how he could refrain from 
expreſſing it; at leaſt, ſo far, as to leave ſome traces, 
and memorials of it behind him! And fuch memo- 
rials, (beſide that now cited) I apprehend, are plain] 
to be found in the twenty-ſecond, and twenty-fifi 
Pſalizs ; 
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Pſalms ; both of which may very naturally be pre- 
ſumed to have been written, on this occaſion. Thus 
Pſalm xxii. ver. 1, 2, 3, 4, Sc. My God, look upon 
me : Why haſt thou forſaken me? — And thou continuęſt 
boly, O thou worſhip of Iſrael. Our fathers truſted in 
thee, and thou didſt deliver them, &c. Gop had made 
good his promiſes to Jacob — his promiſes made to 
him, in this very place: The worſhip of Iſrael ſtill con- 
tinued buly : Why then ſhould not David hope to 
have his promiſes made good to him alſo, although 
he was now, in all appearance, upon the very brink 
of ruin? So alſo, Pſal. Xv. ver. 1, &c. My God, 
1 have pat my truſt in thee ;, let me not be confounded, 
neither let mine enemies triumph over me : for all they 
that hope in thee ſhall not be aſhamed ;, but ſuch as tranſ- 
greſs without a cauſe, ſhall be put to confuſion — Lead 
me forth in thy truth — Call to remembrance, O Lord, 
thy tender mercies, which have been ever of oa 
He then proceeds to implore pardon for his fins, the 
true cauſe of all his calamities. And, rightiy recol- 
lecting, that he himſelf was Jacob's repreſentative, 
and heir of the promiſes made to him, he concludes, 
with ſupplicating, as in his perſon, Deliver [jrael, 
O God, out of all his troubles. Such ſincere penitence, 
ſuch ſteady faith, ſuch perſevering piety, could not 
fail to prevail in the end. His prayers were heard ; 
and to ſhew they were, it pleaſed Gop to inſpire (in 
this critical, and deciſive juncture) the hearts of many 
faithful ſubjects, and brave ſoldiers, with ſignal zeal 
for his ſeryice; and t reſorted to him from all 
uarters, with ſuch ition, and in ſuch numbers, 
that, in a few days, he had a complete army, at his 
command, which he divided into four bodies : one 
he reſerved within the city, and over the other three 
he placed three brave captains, Joab, Abiſhai, and 
Litas, one at the head of each. Proviſions alſo of 
all kinds were poured in upon him, from perſons of 
the greateſt diſtinction, throughout all the regions 
round about. Among whom Sbobi, the ſon of Na- 
K k 2 baſh, 
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baſh, of Rabbab, of the children of Ammon, is placed 
firſt. And as the proviſions ſent were in great plenty, 
(with utenſils of various kinds) ſufficient for David, 
and all his forces, this ſhews the power, and wealth 
of thoſe that ſupplied them, as well as their affection 
to David. And, therefore, the inference from hence 
is natural, that when David chaſtiſed the agents, 
and inſtruments of Hanun's tyranny, he left Shobi in 
the regency of the country, with ſuch marks of 
kindneſs, and friendſhip to him, as now engaged 
Shobi, in his turn, to give the king all poſſible de- 
monſtrations of affection, and gratitude, in his di- 
ſtreſs. A ſeaſon, in which, any other principles than 
gratitude, and affection, would have operated, in a 
very different manner. And ſome ot the utenſils 
ſent, the beds particularly, ſhew a peculiar, and per- 
ſoral concern, for the eaſe, and conveniency both of 
Devid, and his family; and were, indeed, (in thoſe 
circumſtanc''s) the proper preſents of one prince to 
another, perſonally eſteemed, and honoured. 

The next man of conſequence, who diſtinguiſhed 
himſelf in his affection, and zeal for David, on this 
occaſion, was Machir, the ſon of Ammiel, of Lode- 
bar, the friend, and protector of Mephiboſheth ; who, 
from that very character, muſt be preſumed to 
have been, at firſt, in ſcme degree, diſaffected to 
David; but now, not only reconciled, but zealouſly 
attached to him; and, probably, in a great meaſure, 
from the kirg's moſt roble manner cf treating Me- 
phiboſheth. The laſt of thoſe, who had now diſtin- 
oviihed their zeal for David, is Barzillai, the Gi- 
leute: a man of a vers uncommon character; very 
aged, very wealthy, end very generous! A man, 
who, with a-! the bodily infirmities of old age, was 
yet clear of all thoſe which diſhonour, and deform 
the mind, in that ſeaſon ; equally ſuperior to timo- 
rous caution, ſordid avarice, and unſuited luxury: 
as will be further ſeen, in the ſequel of this hiſtory. 
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himſelf alſo would go forth with them, and ſhare 
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The circumſtances now related, were all ſo many 
happy beginnings, and omens of David's future 
ſucceſs; and pledges of that juſt, and humble 
confidence, which he had placed in the divine fa- 
vour, and protection. Let us leave him to all the 


conſolation of theſe happy hopes, and return to 
Abſalom. 

When Abſalom had indulged his criminal com- 
merce with his father's concubines, (as the occaſion, 
and circumſtances too ſtrongly indicate) to ſatiety; 
a ſatiety, even in the loweſt degree of guilt, con- 
feſſedly dreadful ; he proceeded to reward the merit, 
and hide the horrors of his inceſt, in the pomp, and 
ſplendor of a publick coronation ; and was, accord- 
ingly, ſolemnly anointed *, and crowned. And it 
1s probable, that by the time this affair was over, 
he found his forces ſtrong enough to attempt upon 
his father. He gave the chief command of his ar- 
my to Amaſa, another of David's nephews, the ſon 
of his ſiſter Abigail: and it is reaſonable to believe, 
from the words of the text, that his forces were ve- 
ry numerous ; for when the ſacred hiſtorian informs 
us, that Abſalom paſſed over Jordan, he adds, be, and 
all the men of Iſrael with bim; and they pitched in the 


land of Gilead. 
tly ſtrong, 


When David found himſelf ſufficien 
to go againſt the enemy, he reſolved not to wait 
their coming, but give the aſſault; and, according- 
ly, marched his forces out of the city, under the 
three captains before-mentioned, declaring, that he 


their fate; which his people earneſtly diſſuaded him 
from; inſiſting, that he ſhould ſtay behind, and, if 
occaſion were, ſuccour them from the city : for that 
their defeat, if they ſhould fly, was of little con- 


ſequence, whilſt he was ſafe, whoſe ſingle life was 
worth ten thouſand of theirs. The king yielded to 
their affectionate intreaties ; and I am perſuaded, he 

K k 3 did 
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did it with leſs reluctance, upon a reflection, that he 
muſt otherwiſe go againſt his own ſubjects; and draw 
his ſword aga:nit a rebel ſon, whom he could not 
think of, but with too much tenderneſs, in ſpite of 
all his crinies. And as a proof of this, he, that 
moment, gave the kit eſt chaige concerning him, to 
all his captains Dal gently, for my ſake, with the 
voung man with Abſalom. He begs them to deal 
gently with that young man, as if all his faults were 
more thoſe oft his youth, than his nature. But at 
the ſame time, that his people could not but diſcern, 
in theſe words, the exceſs of his weaknefs, for that 
profligate ſcn ; they could not but obſerve alſo in 
them, a calm preſage, and aſſurance of their ſucceſs 

inſt their enemies. | 

A battle quickly enſued, and I think, Foſephus's 
account of it, is the leaſt rational, and fatistaftory 
that can well be imagined. He tells us, that Foab 
put his army in battle-array, over-againſt the enemy, 
in a great plain, with a wood behind him; and that 
the cnemy were routed, and driven with great 
laughter, through the foreſts, and valleys. 

Now, in the ſacred writings, we hear but of one 
wood, in which, they tell us, the battle was fought ; 
as alſo, that Dævid's army marched out of the city, 
and gave the afſault. This account is very ſhort; 
but thus much, I think, we may fairly conclude 
from it, that David carefully concealed the number of 
his forces, from the enemy; in all probability, to 
make them imagine him much weaker, than, in 
truth, he was. Andit is highly probable, that it 
was to this end alſo, that he divided his army into 
three bodiea, under three ſeveral captains. Now, if 
we 1uppuic two of theſe bodies carefully lodged, 


and coucraled in the ſides of the wow of Ephraim, 
(where the battle was fought) and the third led out 
from the centre of it, (by Joad for inſtance) againſt 
the enemy; and upon t!:e affault, retiring, and, as 


it were, driven back again, by the enemy, into the 
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heart of the wood; and that then, David's forces, 
who had lined the wood, ſtarted up from their cover, 
upon a ſignal given, ani afſaulted Abſalom's army, 
in tlank on either fide ; nothing can be imagined, 
morc ik to throw them into cli, oſt conſu ion, 
and contiernation 3 and, of cunicquci..c, to gain 

abi a complete victory. And without fume ſuch 
ſuppoſition as this, it is ſcarcely to be imagined, how 
an univerſal battle ſhould be tought in a wood ; and 
how a leis army could there deitroy a greater; or 
how that greater could be driven through a wood, 
which, according to Foſephus's account, lay at the 
back of their enemies. Nor, indeed, in my appre- 
henſion, is the text intelligible, but upon ſom: ſup- 
poſition of this kind; which tells as, literally, that 
the people (that is, David's forces) went out into the 
feld againſt Iſrael, and the battle <vas in the wood of 
Ephraim, where the people of Iſracl were flain, before 
the ſervants of David. Which plainly ihews, tliat 
David's forces fought not to any effect, till they re- 
treated into tlie wood; and there they exerted them- 
ſelves, with full vigour, againſt their cnenues ; 
which is unimaginable, upon any other ſuppoſition, 
than that they, there, had them to more advantage 
probably, from the ambuſhes there laid againſt them. 

In this general rout, -2/alem fled amongſt the 
reſt, and was met by ſome of the ſervants of Da- 
did; who, revereing the king's command, let him 
paſs unhurt : yet he eſcaped not; for whom they 
would not arreſt, the divine vengeance did: for as 
he fled on his mule, The mule, (ſays the text,) went 
under the thick boughs of a great oak, and bis bead 
caught hold of the oak, and he cvas taken up betroeen 
the heaven, and the earth, and the mule that was under 
bim went away. 

In this poſture, one of Joab's ſoldiers ſaw him, 
and informed his general of what he ſaw, and was 
reproved by him, tor not diſpatching the traitor, 
when he had him in his power ; which if he had 

| K k 4 done, 
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done, he would have given him ten ſhekels of ſilver, 
and a military girdle. To which the ſoldier replied, 
That, although he ſhould give him a thouſand 
ſhekels of ſilver, he would not diſobey the king's 
command, iſſued, in his own hearing, to all his 
captains : and that, if he had diſobeyed it, he 
ſhou!d have acted a lye againſt his own life; for 
nothing was concealed from the king, and, perhaps, 
Joab himſelf would have been the firſt to inform 
him. At this, Joab turned from him in a chate ; 
and taking threc darts in his hand, be thruſt them, 
(ſays the text, hrougb the heart of Abſalom, while 
he was yet alive in be midſt of the oak ; and ten young 
men, that bare J:ab's armour, compaſſed about, and 
ſmote Abſalem, and flew him. 

This done, Foab ſounded a retreat, and put an 
end to tlie carnage of the enemy. And, when the 
ſoldiers were all returned from the purſuit, they 
tool; down A ſaſom from the tree, threw him into a 
g'c:T pit in the wood, and laid a great heap of ſtones 
upon him. Stoning to death, was the legal puniſh- 
ment of rebellion againſt parents; and, therefore, 
they, who could not chaſtiſe him living, for this 
fin, now branded him dead, as he deſerved *. It 
letras, having no ſon to continue his name, he had 
er:ctel 2 monument to it, hewn out of the living 
rock, which hc meant to be of perpetual duration, 
ard may, perhaps, be fo, (for it is ſtill extant, and 
no Jeſpicable remain of anticrt architecture) if it be 
not Euricd in the ſtones thrown at it, in deteſtation 
of his memory, by all that paſs by it. For now 
this work of vanity, is become a memorial of re- 
proach. Strange power of guilt, which can, in one 
moment, turn all the devices of vanity, all the 


memorials of excellence, all the ſecurities of fame, 
into monuments of infamy 


Thus 


* And this, I apprehend, gave riſe to the cuſtom amongſt us, 
of throwing heap: of ſtones, upon the graves of male factors, al- 
tho” it was of earlier uſe among the cs, Joſ. vii. 26. 
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Thus fell this cruel, this murderous, this in- 
ceſtuous parricide ! and wich him twenty thouſand 
of his reb«<1 adherents; ſome by the ſword in battle, 
and ia light, (for they were ſcattered over the face 
of all the country) but more in the wood, being, 
probably, wedged to death between trees, trampled 
upon humos, and tumbled into pit- falls, in the 
preſs, and hurry of their flight; and ſome of them, 
perhaps, devourc i by wild beaſts, where they hoped 
to be concealeci. 

Wher. the bactle was over, Abimaaz begged to 
be mac the meſſenger of this good ſucceſs, to the 
king ut Joab, who loved him, and knew how 
diſ cable, the account of Ab/alom's fate would be 
to David, rer ed to let him be tne bearer of ſuch 
unwelcome news. And calling to one of his at- 
tend=r.is, whoſe name was Guſbi, bid him go, and 
tell the king what he had ſeen. And Cuſbi, ſays 
the text, bowed himſelf —— and ran. However, 
Al raaæ revolving Foad's reaſon for refuſing to ſend 
hin on that errand, and recollecting, that he could 
dittinpuiſh between what was agreeable, and what 
was diſtaſtef to the king, in the ſucceſs of that 
day, begged te be permitted to run after Cuſbi; and 
Joab gave way to his importunity : and he, taking 
the advantag': of an eaficr road, out- ran Guſbi. 

One cf David's watchmen eſpied them ſpeeding 
forward, and immediately informed the king ; who, 
hearing of one man coming alone, concluded him a 
meſſenger ſent by Joab, with ſome account of the 
battle: and the watchman then calling out, That 
he ſaw another man running alone, the king con- 
cluded, that hie alſo was ſent with further news; 
and upon the watchman's telling him, That he took 
the furemoit to be Abimaaz, the ſon of Zadok, the 
king ſaid, He is à good man, and bringeth good tidings. 
And when Abimaaz came within hearing, he cried 
out, All is well: and coming up to the king, fell 
proſtrate before him, and bleſſed Gop for the deli- 


verance, 
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verance, t in his favour, againſt his rebel 
The king then eagerly inquiring, Whether 

Abſalom were ſafe ? Abimaaz anſwered, That when 

he came away, he ſaw a great tumult ; but could 

not tell what it meant. 

The king, doubtleſs, apprehended the worſt; and 
Abimaaz 8  Elrmulation had this good effect, that it 
him for it. 

Cafhi came up ſoon after, and repeated the joyful 
tidings, that * had brought. And being alſo 
afked, If Abſalom were ſefe? he anſwered with a 
with, That all the king's enemies might be as hat 

max. The king could not ſtand the account; 
but immediately ran up to his chamber, to give vent 
to his diſtreſs : yet could not refrain from tears, and 
lamentations, even till he got thither ; but was heard 
crying out, as he went, O my ſon Abſalom ! my ſon, 
my /on Abſalom ! —— Would God, I bad died for thee, 


_— my ſon, my ſon ! 


FE. an extraordinary inſtance of mercy (equalled 
only in him, who, dying, prayed for his murderers); 
yet it 15 to be accounted for, from his fatherly fond- 
nefs, and the benignity of his nature. But there is 
ſomething aſtoniſhing, in this exceſs of grief, for 
ſuch a reprobate ; and, I confeſs, it is, to me, utter- 
Tree ge from any other principle, than the 

and ſhocking reflection, of his 8 died, 
with all his ſins upon his head; and gone down quick 
tu perdition. 

I can recollect but one man, in all the accounts of 
artiquity, whoſe character will bear to be compared 
with Ao/alom's; and that is, Cyrus the younger. 

Cyrus was allowed the completeir, molt accom- 
pliſhed man, among the Perfians, as .ib/alom, among 
the Iſraelites. There is nothing particularly ſaid of 
his beauty (except, that he had a great quantity of 
long hair); but, as he is allowed the moſt majeſtic 
man, among the Perſians, after the elder Cyrus, who 
was remarkably beautiful; and, as perſonal advan- 


tages 


he king's command to ſpare Abſalom, was, in- 
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tages always entered into the idea of a majeſtic man, 
in the earlier ages; it is probable, that Cyrus alſo ex- 
celled in theſe They were both royally deſcended ; 
both immoderately ambitious ; both bent upon de- 
ſtroy ing their brothers, who ſtood in their way to the 
throne ; and both laid trains to deſtroy them. Cyrus 
miſcarried in his attempt; but Alſalom ſucceeded in 
his. Both were pardoned theſe crimes, for which 
they deſerved to die: and both no fooner 
than they formed a den of rebellion againſt the 
rſons who forgave them; which they carried on, 
y a long train of practiſed popularity, calumny, and 
diſſ mulation. And, to conclude, they both died in 
rebellion, and in battle; the one againſt his father, 
the other agairſt his brother: and both died child- 
leſs, at leaſt, without heirs to continue their name. 
Here, indecd, they differed : Artaxerxes inſulted the 
remains of his rebellious brother. David lamented 
the death of his rebellious ſon. 


CH AP. XI. 


David, grieving to Exceſs, is reproved by Joab, and 

Brought io appear in publick, Meaſures are concert- 
ed, <i1h Zadok, and Abiathar, for bis Reflora- 
tien. The King returns to his Capital. 


HEN David's army perceived his affliction. 

they conſidered themſelves, as a kind of cri- 
minals, who had contravened the king's command. 
and were, upon that fcore, in diff with him; 
and, for that reaſon, they ſtole back to the city in 
ſilence; as men, not lefs aſhamed of the battle they 
had won, than if they had fled from their enemies: 
by which means, the victory of that day, was turned 
into morning, unto all the people. 
When rab returned from the field, and ſaw the 


king, abandoned to grief, and lam 


enting his ſon, in 
a moſt diitreſsful manner; the people alſo diſconſo- 


late, hanging dewn their heads, and hiding them- 
ſelves; 
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ſelves; he broke in upon the king, without any pre- 
vious form, or reſerve; and giving a full looſe, to 
the impetuolity of his nature, fiercely reproached 
him, with a moſt unkind, and unbecoming behavi- 
our, to a brave army, who had juſt ſaved him, and 
his family, from deſtruction ; and yet were treated as 


ſo many cowards, and traitors ; and a rebellious, re- 


probate ſon, ſo far preferred to all their united me- 
rits, that he was well ſatisfied, that if all they had 
periſhed in their duty, and that ſingle ſon ſurvived, 
it had been matter of joy to their ſovereign. He 
then added a furious threat, and confirmed it by a 
ſolemn oath, by the living Gop, that if he did not 
inſtantly quit his apartment, appear in public, and 
treat his people as they deſerved, they would that 
moment deſert him, as one man; which would be 
far worſe than all the calamities that had hitherto be- 
fallen him. | 

The king, however offended, by this rough treat- 
ment, and offenſive truth, nevertheleſs, thought fit 
to diſſemble his reſentment, for the preſent; and 
immediately left his chamber, and went to the gate, 
the feat of publick juſtice, where he gave audience 
to the people: who immediately reſorted thither in 
crouds to him; and were received, and treated by 
him, as they deſerved; or rather, as well as his pre- 
ſent diſtreſs would allow. 

David, now victorious, over a rebel army, totally 
ruined, and routed, had it fully in his power, to take 
ample revenge of all thotc, whoſe treachery, and 
infidelity (which had ſo lately brought him to the 
brink of ruin} well deſcrved to be ſeverely chaſtiſed. 
And it is evident, that if he had had any thing re- 
vengeful, or ſanguinary in his nature, he could now 
want no pretext, either of juſtice, or policy, to in- 
dulge it to the full: but he was governed by very 
different principles; and ſaw the whole affair of his 
ſon's rebellion, and his own conqueſt, in another 
light. He knew the firſt, to be the effect of his 

| guilt ; 
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guilt ; and the laſt, the fruit of his penitence, and 
humiliation before Gop ; and, therefore, made no 
other change in his conduct, than from prayer, and 
penitence, to gratitude, and thankſgiving, and a pa- 
tient, humble expectation, of his providential diſ- 
ſal of the event. Nor did he fail of his reward : 
For now it ſeemed good to the great Governor of the 


world, who, at his pleaſure, f#:{leth the raging of the 
ſea, and the madneſs of the people, to turn the hearts 


of David's ſubſects, as it were, in one inſtant, in his 


favour ; inſomuch that they now returned to their 
duty, with as much eager zeal, as they had, but a 
few days before, ruſhed into rebelhon againſt him. 
And now, their only contention was, which of their 
tribes ſhould moſt ſignalize their loyalty, and affec- 
tion, for their ſovereign. They now recollected the 
many deliverances, from their enemies, wrought for 
them by his hand; and could not but find it an Hl 
return, for theſe bleſſings, to drive him out of his 
capital. They reflected, that the man, in whoſe 
favour they rebelled, was dead ; and what could they 
now do better, than return to their duty, and rein- 
ſtate their lawful ſovereign on his throne ? The only 
queſtion was, how they thould go to work, and 
where they ſhould begin. Things do not ealily fail 
into their ancient, and true order, after ſo much tu- 
mult, and confuſion, as was now ſpreaa through the 
land; and David rightly judged, that it required the 
ſkill, and addreſs of ſome men of wiſ-lom, and 
weight with the pcople, ro ſet things rignt, and con- 
duct them i the ir natural courſe: and accordingly, 
he choſe Z ade, 1nd Alia har, the prieſts, to be his 
agents in the affair; and auviſed them to appiy 
thqusſelves, fit, to the tribe of Judah ; and to re- 
prove their delay, and inactivity, in taking proper 
meaſures. for bringing the king back; eſpecially, 
when they knew, that all the other tribes were in- 
tent upon his reſtoration; and had given him ſtrong 
aſſurances, to that purpoſe. And to influence them 

N Mole 
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under the gui 

an avowed contempt 
David judged this a fit opportunity — his 
inſolence, and repreſſing is power, ing maſa 
at the head of his forces: and — be — 
him a kind meſſage, to remind him of his near re- 
lation to his prince, and to aſſure him of the ſupreme 
command in the army, if he returned to his duty. 
This kind treatment of that rebel captain of the 
hoftile hoſt, and all his rebel adherents, had all the 
effe& that he could hope for ; it touched their hearts, 
and melted them into loyalty, and affection; and 
they immediately deputed the heads of their tribe, 
to wait upon the king, and invite him to return : 
and he immediately complied with their requeſt, 
and began his progreſs to the river Jordan: and had 
not gone far, before the principal perſons of his 
whole tribe met him, in a body, to conduct him 
over the river. Shimei alſo, the Benjamite, who had 
fo lately reviled, and curſed the king, now waited 
upon him, attended by a thouſand men of his tribe ; 
and, falling down at David's feet, confeſſed his guilt, 
and his perverſeneſs, and implored forgiveneſs ; add- 
ing, with a very refined addreſs, Thy ſervant doth 
Inow, that I bave ſinned; therefore, behold, I am come 
the firſt, this day, of all the houſe of Joſeph, to go 
down, to meet my lord, the king. 

He well knew, that a Benjamite, of the 
family of Saul, came but ill recommended to Da- 
vid, under that character; and, therefore, he would 
not denominate himſelf from Benjamin, but from 
Joſeph, his beloved brother. Abiſhai, who had 
before ſo highly reſented his vile treatment of David, 

thought 
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thought this a fit ſeaſon, for wreaking his revenge z 
and accordingly, reminded the king of Shim 
inſolence, in hopes of his permiſſion to chaſtiſe it; 
which David refuſed, with indignation, and a reproof, 
becoming a great king: What bave I to do with you, 
ye ſons of Zeruiab, that ye ſhould this day be adverſaries 
unto me ? (Was this the duty of their relation, to 
act the of his worſt enemies ?) Shall am man be 
put to death, this day, in Iſrael? I know that I am, 
this day, king over Iſrael. Should the day of his 
reconcilement to his people, be blemiſhed with 
blood ? He knew himſelf a king, not of one party, 
but of his whole people ; and, therefore, wiſely 
reſolved, that his fatherly affection ſhould extend to 
them all. He knew himſelf a ſovereign, and he 
knew, that mercy, and forgiveneſs were the nobleſt 
privileges of ſovercignty. And when he had ſigni- 
fied this, he turned to Shimei, pronounced his par- 
don, and confirmed it with an oath, that he ſhould 
not die. 

With Sbimei, went Ziba alſo, the ſlanderer of Me- 
pbiboſbeth, with his fifteen ſons, and twenty ſervants, 
to meet, and to do obeiſance to the king, and con- 
duct him over the river: to which purpoſe, the 
people of Judab prepared a boat, which firſt carried 
over the king's houſhold, and then returned to carry 
over the king : and with him, his aged, and faithful 
friend, Barzillai, the Gileadite ; who had ſo gene- 
rouſly, and ſo amply, provided for his ſuſtenance, 
while he lay at Mabanaim. The king, unwilling to 
be outdone in generolity, would fain have prevailed 
upon him, to go with him to Jeruſalem, and allow 
him to take care of him there, for the reſt of his 
lite ; that he might have continual opportunities of 
expreſſing his gratitude, and repaying what ke owed 
him: but Barzillai, in a ſpirit of true wiſdom, and 
becoming moderation, declined this generous offer. 
The pleaſures of a court had no charms for him, in 
that advanced age : he was then fourſcore years _ 
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his ſenſes, and appetites were long ſince palled, and 
both muſic, and uets had loſt all their reliſh. 
He, therefore, begged the king to give him leave 
to wait upon him over the river, and then return to 
his own city; there to die in peace, and be laid in 
the grave of bis father, and his mother. But, 1i his 
majeſty pleaſed, he might take his ſon Chinbam 
with him, and deal with him as he thought vroper. 
The king readily conſented, to take the your; man 
with him, promiſed to provide for him, and attured 
Barzillai, he would do every thing elſe l. defired. 
And when the old man had conducted Dat, as far 
as he propoſed, the king took his laſt l. ve f him; 
kiſſed, and bleſſed him, and ſuffered him to return 
to his own home ; but took Chimbam with him to 
Jeruſalem ; whither he was conducted by his own 
forces, and the chicfs of the tribe of Judab; ard 
was now reſtored to his capital, with as much pom: p, 
magnificence, and general joy, as he had lately cen 
driven from it, with grief, deject: on, and diiucſs. 


CH AP. XIV. 


A Conteſt ariſes between the Trib s, about reſtoring the 
King: A Rebellion enſues: Amaſa is commanded 
by David 10 quell it, but murdered by Joab : Sheba, 
the Leader of the Rebellion, takes refuge in Abel 
Maacah, where he is beſirged by Joab. A wiſe 
Matron inicrceaes for the city. 


T HE joy of David's reſtoration was not, how- 
ever, without its ai.oy : it ſeems, the people 
of Judab had taken their r:folutoa of reſtoiir g the 
king, without taking advice, or cencerting any mra- 
ſures, with the other trites, upon at head +; and, 
accorvingiy, having fixed upon Gilgs!, on this fide 
Forden, tor the place of their meeting, the, aſſem- 
bled themſelves — on the day avpoirt 1; pa ed 
the river, and waited in a body upon e King: and 
conducted him back over the river, as far as Gilget, 
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in conjunction with half the people of [/rac? ; pro- 
bably, made up of thoſe J/raelites, who firll joined 
him at Mahanaim, and thoſe, who were aftcrwards 
deputed, by the tribes, to invite him home. 

At Gilgal, they were met by the other half of the 
Iſraelites, who alſo intended to have croſſed the river, 
and paid their duty to the king ; but finding, that 
the tribe of Fudab were beturehand with them, they 
reſented the ſlight put upon them ; and being joined, 
and ſupported in their reſentments, by the reſt of 
their brethren, who had re- conducted the king, in 
conjunction with Judah, they all, with one voice, 
warmly expoſtulated with the king upon it; deman- 
ded, why their brethren, the men of Judab, had 
ſtolen him away, and brought the king, and his 
houſhold over Fordan, without advice firit had with 
them? To which the men of Judab anſwered, 
That, as the king was of their tribe, their brethren of 
Iſrael had no reaſon to reſent their warmer zeal, in 
his favour ; that, for the reſt, they had acted rom 
no ſelfiſh, or mercenary views, that they had recei- 
ved no gratuity from him, nor ſo much as caten of 
his meat. The VVaelites replied, that they had ten 
uw in the king, and, conſequently, more right to 

conſulted, upon a point of ſo much conſequence. 

This was a natural conteſt, between greater power, 
and nearer relation; both claim a preference, which 
both cannot have; and which thoſe of nearer re- 
lation ſhould have yielded, both in point of pru- 
dence, and affection for their friend, which the men 
of Fudab did not. In all diſputes, it is natural for 
the party injured, to be more angry ; and, therefore, 
they who are in the wrong, often aſſume that charac- 
ter, by ſupplying from paſſion, whatever is wanting 
to them, in point of reaſon, and argument, as the 
tribe of Judah did now; for the text informs us, 
that te words of the men of Fudah, were fiercer than 
the words of the men of Iſrael. This naturally inſlam- 
ed the contention, and it ſoon grew ſo hot, that She- 
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za, the ſon of Bichri, a Benjamite, took the advan- 
rage of it, to kindle a new flame in the nation. He 
blew the trumpet, and cried out, We have no part in 
David, neither have «we any inheritance in the ſon of 
Feſſe—— Every man to his tent, O Iſrael. Upon 
this, the men of [ſacl ran again into rebellion, for- 
Took their king, and followed Sheba ; but the tribe 
of Judab clave to him, and attended him, from For- 
dan to Feruſalen. 

When he entered the city, poor Meptiboſheth came 
to meet him, with all the enligns of forlorn diſtreſs, 
both in his garb, and perſon ; for he had utterly ne- 
glected both, from the day, the king was driven 
from his capital. Far from acting the part of a 
plotter, againſt his ſovereign, his concern for him 
was manifeſted, by all the marks of a ſincere, un- 
diſſembled affliction ; eſtranged not only from joy, 
but even from indulgence in the common conveni- 
ences of life : his beard was untrimmed, his cloaths 
unwaſhed, and his poor, infirm, feet undreſſed, that 
whole time. David called to him, and aſked him, 
Why he had not attended him, at his departure 
from Feruſalem? To which that upright, oper- 
hearted, ſon of Jonathan anſwered ; My lord, O ng, 
my ſervant deceived me; for thy ſervant ſaid, I will 
faddle me an aſs, that I may ride thereon, and go to the 
king, becauſe thy ſervant is lame —— Here his grief 
(or rather, a righteous indignation, to find himſelf 
traduced, and ſuſpected) choked his words, and broke 
the chain of his diſcourſe. And it was with diffi- 
culty he ſeems to have added, end he hath flan- 
dered thy ſervant, unto my lord, the king. But my lord, 
the king, is as an angel of Cod; do, therefore, what is 
gocd in thine ces. For all my father's bouſe were but 
dead men, before wy lord, the ting; yet didſt thou ſet thy 
Servant among them that did cat ai thine own table: 


I Fat righe, therefore, have I yet to cry any more unto + 


the king ? 
Am 
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Aud the king ſaid unto him, Why ſpeakeſt thou any 
_ _—_— I bave ſaid, thou, and Ziba di- 
vide the land. 


The reader will eaſily perceive, from this anſwer 
of David, that he ſaw Mephiboſbeth's innocence, (and 
found himſelf upbraided by it) and the error of his 
own former credulity ; and, therefore, could not bear 
to hear of it: but he had now no time to diſcuſs the 
matter more fully, and, therefore, all that he could 
do, for the preſent, was, to reſtore him to his eſtate, 
and leave both him, and his accuſer, in their former 
condition, till he could inquire further. However 
Ziba might have been faulty towards Mephiboſheth, 
he had been ſignally faithful, and uſeful to David; 
and to condemn him unheard, as he had Mephiboſheth, 
were to run the riſque of a ſecond raſh deciſion; a 
deciſion, that might be now as unſcaſonable, as raſh, 
whilſt another rebellion ſubſiſted in his dominions. 

The antient way of tenancy (nor is it yet quite diſ- 
uſed) was that of occupying the land, and giving 
the proprietor a certain, annual portion of the fruits 
of it. When the tenant paid one half of the an- 
nual produce, he was called Colonus partiarius; and 
ſuch, in the judgment of the beſt critics +, was Ziba 
Mephiboſbeth, as he had been beſore to Saul. So 


to 
that Ziba, having half the fruits for his labour, had, 


in effect, half the land. Upon Ziba's miſinforma- 
tion, the whole was given to him; ſo that he was 
then both proprietor, and uſufructuary. David now 
revokes that grant, and reſtores his firſt decree, by 
theſe words, I have ſaid, thou, and Ziba divide the 


land *. To which Mepbiboſbeth anſwered, in all the 
LI2 generoſity, 


See Trapp, Grotius, Selden. 

Theſe words plainly refer to a former decree ( 7 have a? 
re-eſtabliſhed. That could not be the decree in favour of 
, for there the whole was given to him; they muſt, there- 
fore, refer to the firſt decree, whereby Sau“ 's eſtate was divided 
between iboſheth, as proprietor, and Ziba, as uſufructuary. 
and, therefore, the Rabbin; talk idly, who imagine, that David's 


kingdom 
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generolity, and fidelity of his father's friendſhip ; 
Zea, It Vim take all, inaſmuch as my lord, the king, is 
come again, in peace, unto his own houſe. He had no 
ſolicitude, for the recovery of his eſtate, of which 
calumny had robbed him : his concern was, to reco- 
ver his credit with the king. That once eſtabliſhed, 
he was contented, and happy. The generous Me- 
phiboſheth ſaid to himſelf, what Seneca ſaid (and what 
it was much eaſier for a cold, unintereſted, Stoic to 
ſay) to a friend in affliction; That he had no right 
to complain, as long as his prince was in ſafety. This 
upright, and generous conduct of Mepbiboſbeth could 
not, I think, fail to reſtore him entirely to David's 
former friendſhip, and affection; and, if poſſible, to 
more credit, and greater confidence. And I have-not 
the leaft doubt, but he continued in it, to theday of 
David's death. And, I think, I am warranted to 
ſay ſo, from the text, 2 Sam. ix. 13. for had this 
commerce ceaſed, for a ſeries of years, I have ſome 
doubt, whether the facred hiſtorian could be juſtified, 
in aſſuring us, as he there does, without any ſubſe- 
quent hint to the contrary, that be did eat continually, 
at the king s table. 

That he was perfectly reſtored to David's friend- 
ſhip, is not, I flatter myſelf, irrational to conclude, 
trom the thirty-ſeventh Palm; which, I am per- 
ſuaded, was written for Mepbibeſbetb's conſolation, 
under Zibga's calumny. 

That moſt, if not all the Pſalms, were written 
upon- particular occaſions, is not, I think, to be 
doubted ; although the precepts, praiſes, exhorta- 
tions, and monitions, contained in them, are, at 
= lame time, calculated for general, and perpetual 
ule. 

That this P/a/mz was particularly written, for the 
conſolation of fome righteous man, oppreſſed by 
calumny; againſt whom fome wicked wretch had 


laid 


kingdom was divided under his grandſon, on account of the un- 
Juſt diviſion of &a“ s eſtate, between Ziba, and Mephibofocths 
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laid ſchemes to deſtroy him, is clear from the whole 
tenour df it. And who, and what 1s there in the 
whole hiſtory of David, to whom, and to which, 
it can refer, but to Mephiboſheth, calumniated, and 
villainouſly wronged, by Z:ba ? 

But, here it may be aſked, Why David, if he 
believed Mephiboſbeth innocent, did not bring the 
matter to a fair trial? I anſwer, That a man of 
Ziba's ſubtilty, who had laid ſo heavy an accuſation, 
againſt Mepbiboſbetb, had, undoubtedly, laid his trains, 
and ſchemes to make it good ; and, therefore, Da- 
vid, in all probability, was afraid to bring the mat- 
ter to a public trial, leſt his friend's innocence 
ſhould be oppreſſed, by falſe accuſations ; and, in 


the event, whether he were acquitted, or condemn- 


ad, the bare bringing him to trial, could not fail to 
be matter of ſufficient calumny againſt David; for 
though he ſhould be acquitted, it might ſtill have 
been plauſibly urged, that David had done all that 
in him lay, to have him condemned : and, there- 
fore, nothing could better become David, in this 
ſituation, than to wave the trial, and exhort Mephi- 
boſheth, to refer the matter, wholly to the arbitration 
of unerring wiſdom, and juſtice : which would not 
fail finally to vindicate innocence, and avenge fal- 
ſhood, and villainy. And this is, evidently, the 
main ſcope, and purpoſe of this P/alm. And that 
every part of it may very naturally relate to Mepbi- 
boſheth, will appear, from two, or three eaſy, and 
natural ſuppoſitions (to which no thinking man can 
refuſe a ready, and a rational aſſent) ; which, I hope, 

will clear this matter, to the reader's ſatisfaction. 
Let us then ſuppoſe, that ſo wicked a man as 
Ziba, who had the intire management of his ma- 
ſter's affairs, made no ſcruple to enrich himſelf by 
his ſpoils : and let us ſuppoſe, that, upon this diſ- 
LI3 covery 


* Delight thea in the Lord, and he Hall give thee thy heart's 
are. He Gall make thy righteouſneſs, as clear as the light, and 
Juſt dealing, as the noon-day. a 
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covery of his villainy, Mephiboſheth, who before 
confided in him, (as an old, faithful, ſervant to the 
family) and left every thing to his management, 
looked now more narrowly into his own affairs, and 
found himſelf, not only calumniated by his ſteward, 
but ſpoiled likewiſe, and impoveriſhed ; his ſteward 
rich, and flouriſhing in a numerous family; him- 
ſelf poor, and but with few children. - 
Now, nothing is more natural, than to ſuppoſe 
the generous, and upright heart of Adephiboſheth, 
diſtreſſed, ſunk, and uneaſy, to the laſt degree, in 
this ſituation ; and taxing raſh, and repining reſo- 
lutions, to baniſh himſelf from a country, where he 
had found ſuch treatment; and fo put himſelf out 
of the power of calumny for the future. And what 
could be more natural, and more cor ſoleing, under 
theſe circumſtances, than for David to beg of him 
to foregoe thoſe raſh reſolutions; to admoniſh him, 
that if he bore his preſent, low eſtate, with patience, 
and reſignation to the divine will, he ſhould ſoon 
ſee it bettered ; to mind him, that the proſperity 
of the wicked was ſhort, and tranſient; that he 
himſelt had obſerved them flouriſhing, like a green 
bay-tree, with a thouſand rich ſuckers riſing from 
its roots; yet their duration was ſhort, and their end 
deſtruction; that on the contrary, the righteous are 
the immediate care of Divine Providence, which 
would not fail to ſupport, and deliver them, from 
their enemies; to aflure him, at the ſame time, of 
his own intire ſatisfaction, in his innocence, and 
ſteady continuance of his friendſhip to him, in every 
exigency ? And in what words, could all this be 
conveyed more ſtrongly, than in the ſeveral follow- 
ing paages of this Halm? Fret not thyſelf becauſe 
of te ungodly; for they ſhall ſoon be cut down like the 
grals. Deuigbi thou in the Lord, and be fball give 
these thy bear ”s defire. Jie ſball make thy righteouſneſs, 


as clear as the light, and thy jaſt dealing, as the noon- 
day. A firall thing that the righteous hath, is better 
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than great riches of the ungodly. Hope thou in the 
Lord, and keep bis way, and he ſhall promote thee. that 
thou ſhalt poſſeſs the land: hell the ungodly all per:ſh, 
thou ſhalt ſee it. The meeck-ſpirited fall poſſeſs the 
earth, and ſhall be refreſhed, in the multitude cf peace. 
Put thou thy truſt in the Lord, and be doing goog —— 
Dcroell in the land, and verily thou ſhalt be fed 
Leave off wrath, and let go diſpleaſure : fret not thy- 
ſelf, elſe ſhalt thou be moved to do evil The Lord 
knoweih the days of the godly, and their inheritance 
Hall endure for ever They ſhall not be cenfounded, 
in the perilous time, and in the days of dearth Þ, they 
ſhall have enough. 

Suppoſe theſe David's conſolations to Mephiboſbeth, 
under the circumſtances now laid down, and ſuppoſe 
the laſt-cited verſe, to be his own declaration, in 
favour of him (and imagination can apply them to 
none other, that we know of ) ; what can they mean 
leſs, than an exhortation to faith, truſt, and confi- 
dence in Gop, ſtrengthened with the king's own 
declaration, that he was determined to ſupport Me- 
phiboſheth, in every danger; and to ſhare with him, 
to his laſt morſel of bread. 

The ſacred hiſtorian next informs us, That when 
David came to his houſe at Jeruſalem, he took the ten 
women, whom he had left to keep the houſe, and put them 
in ward, and fed them, but went not in unto them: ſo 
they were ſhut up, to the day of their death, living in 
widewhood. 

This done, his firſt care was to look after Sheba, 
and cruſh this rebellion in its infancy : to which pur- 
poſe, finding this a fit occaſion to rid himſelf of 
Joab's inſupportable inſolence, he commanded Amaſa 
(whoſe credit with the ſoldiery could only counter- 

LI14 balance 


Accordingly, we fnd the deſcendants of Mapbilaßbetb, re- 
markably numerous, 1 Chron. viii. 

1 This paſſage ſeems to fix the æra of this Pn, that it was 
written in the days of the publick famine. | 8 
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balance that of Jaab) to aſſemble an army, with all 
poſſible diſpatch, and purſue him. 

That David now depoſed Foab, from the ſupreme 
command of the army, and put Amaſa, according 
to promiſe, in his place, appears evidently, from 
this command, which he gave Amaſa, upon his re- 
turn to Jeruſelem, to aſſemble the whole tribe of 
Frdah there, within the ſpace of three days, in order 
to cruſh the rebellion. Amaſa went immediately 
about it ; but made not ſuch diſpatch as David di- 
reed, but outſtayed the time appointed. This 
gave the king great diſquiet, and filled him with 
apprehenſions, that this delay might ſuffer Sheba's 
rebellion, to grow up into ſomething, worſe than 
Avſclem's. To prevent which, he ordered Abiſbai, 
to take his own life-guard, and ſuch other forces, as 
were at hand, and inſtantly purſue that rebel. Ac- 
cordingly, Abiſbai immediately aſſembled the Chere- 
thites, and Pelethites, and another body of forces, 
called Foab's men, and all the mighty men of war, 
(whom I take to be David's worthies of their ſeveral 
orders) and went in purſuit of Sheba : and by the 
time he had reached the great ſtone at Gibeon, about 
two leagues northward from Jeruſalem, Amaſa met 
them, with ſuch forces as he had gathered, and put 
himſelf at the head of the army. Joab ſeeing him 
there, was filled with rage, and indignation ; yet 
diſſembled it fo well, that he went up, as others did, 
to pay his reſpects to him; and, as he walked up ta 
him, his fword (whether by chance, or deſign) hung 
rrom his belt in ſuch a manner, that it dropped out 
of the ſheath: Joab took it up, and approaching 
Amaſe, (who perceived not what was in his hand) 
in all the civility of a friendly ſalutation, took him 
by the beard, and, at the ſame time, ſtabbed him, 
under the fifth rib, with ſuch a furious thruſt, that 
his bowels guſhed out, and he fell to the ground. 


This done, cab, without taking the leaſt notice of 
what had paſſed, put himſelf immediately in _ 
place; 
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place ; and, with his brother Ahiſbai, 
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purſued after 
Sheba ; whilſt one of his ſoldiers ſtood by Amaſe's 
corps, and called out to the forces, as they came up, 
That all thoſe that favoured Joab, and were for Da- 
vid, ſhould follow Joab. 

The men, as they came up, ſeeing Amaſa wallow- 
ing in his blood, were ſtruck with horror at the ſight, 
and ſtood ſtill, gazing at it; which he, who was 
directed to attend it, obſerving, removed the corpſe, 
from the high road, into an adjacent field ; and caſt- 
ing a cloth over it, hid the ſad ſpectacle, from the 
eyes of the ſoldiers. Which done, the people with- 
out any further delay, followed Joab, in purſuit of 
Sheba; who had paſſed through all the tribes, with 
all the diſpatch he could, exciting them to rebellion, 
where-ever he went ; but, at length, finding himſelf 
hotly purſued, he took ſhelter in Abel maacab, a city 
between Libanus, and Antilibaxus, north of Damaſcus. 
There all the Berites (probably, the inhabitants of 
Beeroth, who were Benjamites) joined, and ſupported 
him. Jab immediately laid ſiege to the city; and, 
from the accounts we have of his digging a trench 
around it, and battering the walls, critics have, I 
think, fairly concluded, that the ſcience of beſieging 
cities, with lines of circumvallation, and contraval- 
lation, (as they call them) and battering-engines, 
was much older than any account, left us of this 
practice, in the hiſtory of the heathen world; al- 
though Herodotus, lib. i. gives Harpagus, Cyrus's 
general, the credit of having invented the lines now 
mentioned, and taken the city of Phocea, in Ionia, 
(the firſt city ſo taken) by that invention ; whereas 
the ſacred writer ſpeaks of one of thoſe lines, on 
occaſion of the ſiege of Abel, as of a thing familiar, 
and well known to his readers. 

As 7oab preſſed the ſiege, with all earneſtneſs, and 
diſpatch, a wiſe woman, from within, called our, 
over the walls, and deſired to ſpeak with him, in all 


the modeſty, and decency of language, then * 
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And prefacing what ſhe had to ſay, with a ſhort ac- 
. the reputation of wiſdom, in which that 
city anciently ſtood, ſhe covertly (as the text is gene- 
rally underſtood) expoſtulated with him, upon the 
iniquity of going about to deſtroy an ancient, and 
yenerable city of his nation, without firſt propoſing 
terms of ſubmiſſion to it ; and offering peace, upon 
acceptance of thoſe terms, as the law of Gop ex- 

ſly directed to be done, even to an hoſtile, and 
E. city (Deut. xx.). She urges, that her city 
was faithful, and peaceable in Iſrael: Upon what pre- 
tence then, could he engage in deſtroying a city of 
that character? Was not this to deſtroy a mother 
City in Iſrael, and to ſwallow up the inheritance of 
the Lox Do? Her ſpeech ſeems marked with all the 
characters of wiſdom ; cloſe, and clear, and cogent ; 
fingularly emphatical, and moving ; and ſuch as well 
ſupported the reputation of her city. 

It is ſcarcely to be ſuppoſed, that ſhe undertook 
this parley, otherwiſe than in concert, with the ru- 
lers of the city. And if ſo, nothing ſurcly could 


be managed with more addreſs, than their chuſing 


out a wiſe, and vencrable matron, to plead their 
cauſe. In the firſt place, her ſex, and character in- 
titled her to attention, and reſpect ; which, poſſibly, 
could not ſo well be ſecured, to any rebel of the 
other ſex, with a man of Joab's rough, and haughty 
ſpirit. In the next place, they knew, that antient, 
and honourable cities were wont to be conſidered, 
under the characters of matrons, revered for virtue, 
and a numerous, well educated, offspring (and this 
way of ſpeaking is familiar to all languages): Who 
then, could be ſo proper a repreſentative of a city, 
in diſtreſs, as a complaining matron * ? This our ve- 
nerable, female advocate well underſtood ; and, there: 
fore, addreſſes all ſhe had to ſay, in the perſon, and 


dye 
* Both cities, and countries, in diſtreſs, are tly repre- 
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le of her city; J., peaceable, and faithful, in Iſrael 
— ſeekeſ 1 deſtroy a city, and a = in Ifraet 
wilt thou fewallow up the inheritance of the Lord? 
Upon which Joab, ſtruck with the horror of ſuch 
imputed cruelty, eagerly cries out Far be it, far be 
it from me, that I ſhould fwallow up, or deftroy — He 
then added, that all he propoſed was, to chaſtiſe 
a rebel, Sheba, the ſon of Bichri, who had taken 
ſanctuary, in that city; and that, if he were deli- 
vered up, the ſiege Id immediately ceaſe, and 
the city be left unmoleſted. Upon the receipt of 
this anſwer, the matron went, iz ber wiſdom, (ſays 
the text) and laid the matter fo effectually before her 
people, that, to clear themſelves, from the imputa- 
tion of rebellion, they did more even than Foas de- 
fired : they immediately ordered Sbeba's head to be 
cut off, and thrown over the wall, to Joab; who, 
upon ſeeing it, commanded a retreat to be ſounded, 
that inſtant, quitted the city, diſmiſſed his people, 
to their ſeveral homes, and returned to Jeruſalem, to 
the king ; and returned, with the weight of ſo much 
merit, and popularity, as effectually covered his mur- 
der of Amaſa, from all attempts of inquiry, or chaf- 
tiſement. The crime (as Florus expreſſes it) was 
within the glory: and not only fo, but reinſtated him, 
likewiſe, in the ſupreme command over the army. 
Thus did it ſeem good to the Divine Wiſdom, 
to permit Joab's unruly ambition, and impetuous 
cruelty, at one time, ſeparate from all ſenſe of duty, 
and, at another, joined to it, to puniſh the guilt of 
four notorious rebels, in ſucceſſion, with dreadful 
deaths ! two of them, indeed, treacherous, and ſud- 
den ; but all, in the retributions of Providence, ju- 
dicial, and juſt. 
Here ended Alſalom's rebellion, and Sheba's, which 
roſe from the ruins of it : but the conteſt between 
the tribes, which occaſioned it, was not, we may 


well 
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well imagine, yet intirely laid : and, therefore, Da- 
vid, as I apprehend, wrote, and publiſhed the hun- 
dred and thirty-third Pſalm, about this time, to 
compoſe it. It is one of the ſhorteſt of all his works, 
and conſiſts but of four verſes * : yet, ſhort as it is, 
it contains an exhortation to unity, beginning in the 
ince, and diffuſed through the peoPp ple, illuſtrated 
two images, the L. 4 apt, and beautiful that ever 
were imagined. Kingdoms are conſidered as bodies 
politick, of which the king is the head, and the 
people, in their ſeveral ranks, and orders, the parts, 
and members. A ſpirit of union, beginning upon 
the prince, whoſe perſon is ſacred, is like oil pour. 
ed upon the head of Aaron, which naturally deſcends, 
and ſpreads itfelf, over all the parts of the body, 
and diffuſes beauty, and fragrance, over the whole, 
reaching even to the ſkirts of the garment. Oil is, 
without queſtion, the fineſt emblem of union, that 
ever * 1 It is a I — 1 
very which yet, their mut 
heſion, — one 9 well united, and 
uſeful body. The ſacred oil carries the idea, and 
the advantage, of union, yet further; which being 


extracted from various ſpices, yet made up one, 


wel h cohering, and more valuable compound. The 
next image carries the exhortation to union, and the 
advantages of it, yet higher. 

Hermon was the general name of one mountain, 
comprehending many leſſer, and lower hills, under 
the ſurround of a greater. Union, in any nation, is 
the gift of Gop; and, therefore, unity among bre- 


thren, deginning from the king, is like the dew of 


heaven, p 


®* Behold, how goed, and joyful a thing it is, for brethren to 
duell together, in unity. 

2. It is like the precious ointment the head, that ran downs 
wnto the beard, even unto Aaron's d, and went down to the 
_ xd bis chathing 

the as the F*. 4 of Hermon, which fell upon the hill of Sion. 
: For there the Lord promiſed bis bleſſing, and 4 lfe for evermore. 
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heaven, which, falling firſt upon the higher ſum- 
mit of Hermon, (refreſhing, and enriching, where- 
ever it falls) naturally deſcends to Sian, a lower; and 
thence, even to the humble valleys. 
Sion was the centre of union, to all the tribes 
there Gop himſelf had promiſed his people reſt, and 
peace, from their enemies ; which, however, were 
of little value, without union, and harmony among 
themſelves. 


CHAP. XV. 


Judea is vifited with a Famine, The Cauſe of the 
Divine Wrath. The Means, and Method appointed 
to appeaſe it. Mr. Chubb' Charge againſt David, 
upon this Head, conſidered, and refute 


BOUT this time, there aroſe a famine in Ju- 
dea, which continued three years. It is very 
poſſible, that for the firſt year, David might have 
aſcribed this 22 to _—_ — which, 

diverting the e, from their wonted induſtry, 
220 cutting off — of their labouring dune, 2 
the country, for ſome time, uncultivated: the na- 
tural conſequence of which was, a ſcarcity of corn. 
But, as this rebellion was of ſhort continuance, and 
the famine long outlaſted all the natural effects of it, 
David could not long heſitate, to aſcribe it to ſome 
other cauſe. But however, as he had, in the true 
ſpirit of a provident ruler, erected granaries, and 
ſtore-houſes, for proviſions of all kinds, in all parts 
of his dominions * ; and, by that means, made am- 
ple proviſion, for the ſuſtenance of his people, in any 
exigence that ſhould ariſe ; he was the better enabled 
to bear this misfortune, with equanimity, and intire 
reſignation to the All-ruling Will. And according- 
ly, whatever remedies, or reliefs he might have 


ſought 
* This appears clearly from 1 Chroz. xxvii. 25. Aud over the 


fore - honſes in the fields, iu the cities, aud in the village, and in 
the caſilis, was Jehouatian, te, 
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ſought for, from natural cauſes, and private, and 
publick prayers to Almighty Gop, he made no ap- 
plication for the extraordinary aid, and in ſition 
of Providence, till the third year : but, in the third 
| year, being well convinced, that the viſitation was 
judicial; he applied himſelf to the ſacred oracle of 
God, to learn the cauſe of this extraordinary, and 
continued calamity ; and was anſwered, That it was 
for Saul, and bis bloody houſe, becauſe be flew the Gibeo- 
nites. 
The hiſtory of the Gibeonites is well known : they 
were a remnant of the Amorites, (that abandoned 
race, whom God, for their inſufferable abominati- 


ons, had devoted to deſtruction) who, though they 


obtained a league, for their lives, and properties, 
from the children of Jfae!, by fraud; yet, foraſ- 
much as Joſbua, and the elders had confirmed it by 
oath, they thought themſelves bound to keep it ; 
only tying them down, to the ſervitude of ſupplying 
the tabernacle, with wood, and water, for the pub- 
lick ſacrifices, and ſervice of thoſe who attended upon 
them. 

This unhappy people, notwithſtanding it is agreed, 
on all hands, (from the tradition of the Jes) that 
they had renounced their idolatry, and performed 
the other conditions of their covenant, Saul ſought 
all occaſions to deſtroy : and did ſo, to ſuch a degree 
of guilt, as drew down the divine judgment, upon 
the land. 

When David had learned the true cauſe of the 
publick calamity, under which the land laboured, 
and had been directed (as Foſephus informs us) to 
refer himſelf to the Gibeonites, for the meaſures, that 
ſhould be taken, to expiate the guilt ; he immediate- 
ly ſent for that afflicted people, and aſked them 
What ſhall I do for you ? And wherewith ſhall I make 
the atonement, that ye may bleſs the inheritance of the 
Lord ? © 
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To this they anſwered, that they deſired no re- 
tion of private damages, or revenge of injuries z 
all they required was, that a publick ſacrifice ſhould 
be made to juſtice, and the divine vengeance inflict- 
ed upon the land. David then, purſuant to the in- 
ſtructions, which he had received from Gob, deſired 
to be informed by them, what they would have 
done, upon that occaſion. To which they replied, 
The man that conſumed us, and that deviſed againſt us, 

that we ſhould be deftroyed, from remaining in any 
the coaſts of Iſrael, let ſeven men of his ſons be deliver- 
ed unto us, and we will hang them up unto the Lord, in 
Gibeab of Saul, «whom the Lord did chooſe. And the 
king ſaid, I will give them. But the king ſpared Me- 
phiboſheth, the ſon of Jonathan, the ſon of Saul, becauſe 
of the Lord's oath that was between them, between Da- 
vid, and Jonathan, the fon of Saul. But the king took 
the two ſons of Rizpahb, the daughter of Aiah, whom 
He bare unto Saul, Armoni, and Mephiboſheth, and the 
ve ſons of Michal, the daughter of Saul, whom ſhe 
brought up for Adriel, the ſon of Barxillai, the Me- 
bolathite. And be delivered them into the hauds of the Gi- 
beonites, and they hanged them in the hill before the Lord : 
and they fell all ſeven together, and were put to death, in 
the days of harveſt. There is no queſtion, but they choſe 
to have this execution, in Gibeab of Saul, for the rea- 
ſons aſſigned by Dr. Patrict; to make the puniſhment 
the more remarkable, and ſhameful ; this being the 
city wherein he lived, both before, and after he was 
king. But why theſe ſeven were mark'd out, as 
_— to the divine vengeance, is not fo eaſy 

to jay. 

| The text immediately adds, that this was the be- 
ginning of the barley harveſt, viz. about March; ſo that 
the 


In the original it is bore : Thus Jramemnen, and Menelaxs, 
m_ the children of P/i/tbenes, are (as Euſtathius obſerves) 
called the ſons of Atreus, who educated them; and Ruth's child 
is called a ſor born to Naomi, who nuried it (Ruth iv.): as if edu- 


cation, and nurture gave a right of parentage, in the eſtimation, 
of the antients. 3 FI 


* little cavils of mean men, 
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the ſacrifice was made in the beginning of the third 
year. And the ſacred hiſtorian informs us, that they 
continued hanging in that condition, (a public mo- 
nument of terror to guilt, in the higheſt rank of 
men) until water dropped upon them from heaven : that 
is, until Gop gave manifeſt tokens of his reconcile- 
ment, by ſending gracious ſhowers to refreſh the 
land: which, in the opinion of the Hebrew doors, 
was not᷑ until the enſuing October: an opinion, well 
warranted by the text ; which gives us to underſtand, 
that the bodies hung there, till the fleſh fell from the 
bones T. 

Commentators have Juſtly obſerved from hence, 
that the hanging of theſe carcaſes, for ſo long a time, 
in the open air, could not be in conſequence of any 
command of David; becauſe it was an open viola- 
tion of the law of Gop, Deut. xxi. 22, 23. which 
commanded, that the carcaſes of all thoſe who were 
hanged, ſhould not remain, even one night, upon 
the tree; but ſhould, by all means, be buried, on the 
very day of execution. And the reaſon of the law; 
viz. Leſt the land be defiled, held ſtrong in the pre- 
ſent caſe; inaſmuch as the ſtench of ſo many car- 
caſes, for ſo long a time, in a malignant drought, 
and in the very hotteſt ſeaſon of the year, might 
have added a peſtilence to the famine : a danger, 
which it is impoſſible to imagine, David would de- 
liberately deviſe, both againſt his people, and him- 
ſelf; and, conſequently, demonſtrates itſelf impoſed 
upon him, by a ſuperior power : confuting all the 
againſt the conduct of 
David, upon this occaſion : cavils, which are further 
confuted, by the account left us of Rizpab's ſingular 
affection, for theſe unhappy victims. She ſpread a 
tent upon the rock, on which they were executed, and 
kept a continual watch over their remains, night, and 
day; and ſuffered neither the birds of the air to reſt on 

then 


” + 2 Sam. xxi. 13. And they gathersd the bones of them that 
Were hanged, 
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them by day, nor the beaſts of the field by night. Which 
when David heard, did he reſent this conduct, which 
might have been a natural means of propagating a 

ſtilence ? Quite otherwiſe, it ſuſficiently appears, 
| his ſubſequent behaviour, that he rather emu- 
lated it; for he immediately went to Jabeſh Gilead, 
and cauſed the bones of Saul, and Jonathan, to be 
removed from thence, and depoſited, together with 
the bones of Saul's ſeven ſons, now executed, in the 
ſepulchre of X; himfelt attending them in perſon 
to the grave: as if Rizpab's kindneſs, to the remains 
of theſe unhappy victims, reproached his own ne- 
glect of doing due honour to thoſe of ſo excellent a 
man, and ſo valuable a friend, as Fonathan. 

The facred hiſtorian adds — And they performed 
all that the king commanded, and after that God was 
intreated for the land. This plainly implies, that 
Gop gave no ſigns of being appeaſed, until after 
the performance of theſe funeral rites : which 
grounds a rational belief, that theſe offices of hu- 
manity, to the remains of the dead, are highly ac- 
ceptable in the ſight of Gop. And, perhaps, this 
very inſtance gave riſe to the religion of this duty, 
in the heathen world. 

Another inference is alſo obvious, from this 
account of Gop's being intreated for the land, after 
the diſcharge of thoſe offices to the dead ; viz. that 
publick devotions had been appointed before this, 
to appeaſe the wrath of Gop, but proved ineffectual. 
The ſame thing is alſo evident from Pſalm lxv. 
agreed on all hands to have been compoled, upon 
the ceaſing of this calamity, ver. 1. Praiſe warteth 
for thee, O God, in Sion, and unto thee ſhall the vow 
be performed. 

A complete comment upon this ſacred hymn, is 
not the work either of my province, or genius; and, 
therefore, I ſhall only obſerve, that the five latt verſes 
ef it are the moſt rapturous, truly poetic, and * 

m tura 
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tural painting of joy, that imagination can form, or 
comprehend. 

The reader of taſte will ſee this, in the ſimpleſt 
tranſlation, ver. 9, Sc. Theu haſt viſited the earth, thou 
madeft it ts covet, and hoſt enriched it. The river of God 
is. full of water. Thou ſhalt provide them corn, becauſe 
thou haſt prepared for it. Saturate * the furrows there- 
of, make them ſin: with ſhowers : melt it—bleſs its 
ſpringing buds —Thou haſt crowned the year ith thy 
goodneſs, and thy orbs ſhall drop down faineſs ; the 
paſtures of the wilderneſ: ſhall drop : the hills ſhall exult, 
and be girded with gladneſs—The fields have cloathed 


them ſelves with cattle, the valleys have covered them 


ſelves with cn. They ſhall ſhout, yea, they ſhe'l fing. 

The reader will eafily obſerve, that when the 

divine port had ſeen the ſhowers falling from hea- 

en, and the 75:7: overflowing his banks, all the 
conſequent blef.ing; were that moment preſent, 
to his quick puctick fight, and he paints them ac- 
cordingly. 

But we muſt quit this pleaſing ſcene, and divert 
to ſomething, as thronghly diftaſteful, and diſagree- 
able, as tjiis is deligntful: tor I am now called upon, 
in juſtice to my ſubject, to inform the reader, that 
David's character, not c ly as a hero, but as a man 
of hon-2r, an! common honeſty, is violently af- 
ſaultec: ty one || Tes Chubb FT, who imputes the 
death of Souls deſcendants, procured by the Gi- 
beonites, vor to any command of Gop, but to a 
Plauſiric pretext of David's, pretending ſuch com- 
mand, to get rid of Saul's poſterity, his rivals in 
empire: blaſting David, at once, with the compli- 
cated imputation of the baſeſt of lyars, — 


* In Hebreau, Make them drunk. 
| See Chubb's pamphlet, on occaſion of the oppoſition to Dr. 
Rundle, &c. p. 27, &c. | 

+ Of whom 1 know no more, than that the buſineſs of his 
whole life ſeems to be, to invalidate, to the atmo of his power, 
che credibility of the ſacred hiſtorians. 
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and murderers ! Murderer of that family, which he 
had twice F ſolemnly ſworn not to deſtroy ; and 
this, at the very time, when the hand of Gop was 
heavy upon him, and his people ! Murderer of that 
family, whoſe murderers he deteſted, and deſtroyed ! 

The ſum of Mr. Chubb's reaſoning upon the 
point, ſtands thus ? 

It is inconſiſtent with equity, and with God's 
own declarations, to puniſh one man, and much 
more a whole nation, for the faults of another; 
therefore, the hiſtory, which tells us, that Goo 
puniſhed the children of 1/ae! with famine, for the 
crime of Saul, in ſlaying the Gibeonites, is incredible: 
conſequently, God's ſuppoſed anſwer, upon David's 
inquiry concerning the c1uſe of the famine, was a 
forgery of David's. 

In. anſwer to this charge, I own it inconſiſtent 
with equity, and with the divine declarations, to 
pum one man for the crimes of another, in which 

e had no ſhare — But was this the caſe of the 
Hraelites, in the point before us? A candid, and 
good man would, methinks, be apt to doubt, and 
to hope, (and, it may be, Mr. Chubb did ſo) that it 
was not. The reader will judge for himſelf. 

It is evident from the ixth chapter of the book 
of Joſhua, that when Joſhua, and the princes made 
a league with the Gibeonites, the people were greatly 
offended with them“ . Whatever the pretences of 
this reſentment might be, (nor did they want ſuch 
as were plauſible enough) the true reaſon ſeems 
ſufficiently apparent ; they were, by this league, 
deprived of the lands, and ſpoils of the Gibeonites. 

M m 2 Did 


F 1 Sam. xx. 15.—xxiv. 21, 22. Sear now, therefore, unto 
me, by the Lord, that thou wilt not cut off my ſced after me ; and 


that thou wilt not deſtroy my name, out of my father's houſe. 
And David feeare unto Saul. 


* Whoever will take the trouble to read this chapter, will plain- 
ly ſee, that the people would have had this league broken; which 
Joſpua, and the princes oppoſed ; pleading the inviolable obliga- 
wn of the ſolemn oath,” with which it was ratified. 
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Did theſe reaſons ceaſe in the days of Saul? Or 
rather did they not ſtill ſubſiſt; and with more 
force, in proportion, as the people of /rae!, and 
their wants, increaſed, in a narrow land? But, 
however this may be, why did Saul ſlay them now? 
The text plainly faith, tha: he did it, zu his zeal for 
the children of Iſrael, and Judah (2 Sam. xxl. 2.). 
But the queſtion ſtill returns, How could the de- 
ſtroying theſe poor people manifeſt bis zeal for 
Iſrael, and Fudab ? There is, to me, but one 1ma- 
ginable way, how this could be done. The Gi- 
beonites had one city in the tribe of Judab, and 
three in Benjamin : and when they were deſtroyed 
out of theſe cities, who could pretend any right to 
them, but 1free!, (that is, Benjamin) and Judah ? 
So that Saul deſtroyed the Gibeonites, as the kindeſt, 
and moſt obliging thing, he could do for his people. 
And are we to believe, that they deemed that 
deſtruction a kindneſs to them, if they were no way 
benefited by it ? Or are we to doubt, whether they 
themſelves were the inſtruments of this deſtruction? 
Was this kindneſs done them, againſt their will? Or 
is there the leaſt colour to believe, that they, in any 
degree, remonſtrated againſt, or oppoſed this pro- 
cteding of their prince? as they had a right, nay, 
were nearly intereſted, and obliged to do, as a 
nation bound to make good the publick faith, they 
had given, and ſworn to preſerve; the violation of 
which, might juſtly draw a curfe on them, and 
their land. And were the people innocent, eithcr 
in this agency, or this omiiſion ? And if they ſuf- 
fered a famine, for the ſlaughter of the Gibeonites, 
did they ſuffer only, for the ſin of Saul? Or rather, 
were they not conſenting, aiding, and abetting, 
were they not ſharers in his guilt? And is it unequi- 
table, that they ſhould alſo be ſufferers ? Or did 
they ſuffer beyond their demerit ? The divine puniſb- 
ment of perjury is deſtrufticn, ſay the Twelve Tables “. 
I am 

* Perjurii pane divine exitiums 
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T am in good hopes, that this candid author will, at 


leaſt, reverence their deciſion ; and if he doth, I 
have ſome hopes, that we ſhall no more ſee the 
oracles of Gop, and his holy prophet reproached, 
and their veracity exploded, upon ſuch raſh, and 
unſcarching ſurmiſes. 

But however ſome great philoſophers may allow 
themſelves, in this triumph of their reaſon, and in- 
ſult upon ſacred truths ; good Chriſtians will (I truſt 
in Gop) continue nevertheleſs, in the humility of 
believing the truth of the ſacred hiſtory ; will con- 
tinue to believe the truly pious, and noble ſpirit of 
David, incapable of ſo atheiſtical, fo murderous, ſo 
perjurous an kypocriſy : and I will yet hope, bad as 
the world is, that there are few ſpirits in it, ſo un- 
bridled, and uncheck'd, in their cenſures, and ſuſ- 
picions, as to believe this great man capable of ſo 
black, ſo deliberate, ſo Macbiavilian a villainy. 

Beſides, if he were that heliiſh villain, which this 
calm, and uncredulous philoſopher takes him to be, 
why did he ftop here? why ſlay only ſeven of Saul's 
deſcendants ? why did he not cut them all off, from 
the face of the earth? But above all, why did he 
cut off only collateral branches, and ſpare all thoſe 


in the direct line of ſucceſſion to the throne ? Why 


ſpared he the heir apparent to the crown, even when 
an accuſation of high treaſon was laid againſt him ? 
Why ſpared he Mephiboſheth, the fon of Fonathan, 
and Micab his ſon, and his four ſons (whom, in all 
probability, he lived to ſee)? And why did he not 
prevent, perhaps, the moſt numerous deſcent, from 
any one perſon of the age he lived in? (See 1 Chron. 
viii. 33. and following verſes.) 

But why ſhould Saus deſcendants ſuſſer, for the 
ſins of their fathers ? Is nat this contrary to Gop's 
own declaratian, Ezek. xviii. 20. The Soul that fin- 
neth, it ſhall die, the ſen ſhall not bear the intquity of 
the father, &c. 

M m 3 But 
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But what, if Saul's family were ſharers in his guilt, 
inſtruments of his cruelty, and receivers of his rob- 
beries ? Should they then go unpuniſhed ? 

Commentators, who have conſidered this paſſage, 
are mightily puzzled to know, why Saul's poſterity 
were not rather puniſhed, for his cruelty to the prieſts 
of Gop, than to the Gibeonites. But the anſwer to 
this is obvious ; his family refuſed to be the inſtru- 
ments of his cruelty, in that maſſacre. This appears 
from 1 Sam. xxii. 17, 18. compared with ver. 7. of 
the ſame chapter. From the 17th and 18th ver. we 
learn, that SauPs ſervants refuſed to obey him, in the 
ſlaughter of the prieſts; and that Doeg, the Edomite, 
(chief of his herd-men) was the executioner. And 
from the 7th verſe we learn, that theſe ſervants were 
of his own ſtock , and ſuch of it too, as he ſeem- 
ed moſt ſolicitous to prefer, and to provide for. Ther 
Saul ſaid unto bis ſervants, that ſtood about him, Hear 
new, ye Benjamites : Will the ſon of Jeſſe give every one 
of you fields, and vineyards, and make you captains of 
thouſands, and captains of hundreds? That is, Will 
he do for you as I have, and mean to do ? 

His captains, we here ſec, were of his own kin- 
dred ; and whom can we preſume him ſo ſolicitous 
to exalt, to theſe ſtations, as his own ſons, and grand- 
ſons ? or whom elſe can we preſume him ſo ſolicitous 
to ſupply, with ficlds, and vineyards ? 

Now I defire to know, how Sau! could do this ? 
He could not ſo much as purchaſe the poſſeſſions of 
one tribe, and transfer them to another, much leſs 
could he transfer their lands by force. We know of 
no territories wreſted from his enemies, to accom- 
modate his Benjamites, It is true, he ſmote the A- 
maletites, from Havilab to Shur, (1 Sam. xv. 7.) but 

It 


* In the Engliſh tranſlation, they are called Benjamites, but in 
the Hebrew, they are called the ſons of Jemini, who ſeems from 
1 Sam. ix. 1. to be a more immediate founder of Saz/s family, 
ſo that theſe ſervants were not only cf his tribe, but of his kin · 
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it is no- where ſaid, that he took poſſeſſion. of their 
country, or that he took ſo much as one city from 
them; or if he did, the country, or city, ſo taken, 
muſt i nme diately become the property of that tribe, 
in whoſe lot chat part of the Amalekzite land lay; 
which moſt certainly was not Benjamin. But although 
it :ould be allowed, that he took ſome cities from 
the Amalekites, there is good reaſon to believe, that 
he loſt more to the Philiſtines *, and, poſſibly, ſome 
of them belonging to Benjamin. 
Upon the whole, it is evident to a demonſtrati- 
on, that Seu! had no poſſible way of enriching his 
Benjamites, with fields, and vineyards, but by deſtroy- 
ing, and diſpoſſeſũng the Gibeonites. When, there- 
fore, we arc told from the mouth of Gop, that the 
plague, frr.c upon the people, was for Saul, and bis 
bloody houſe, becauſe he flew the Gibeonites f, is it not 
evident, that it was ſent for their guilt, as well as 
his? And can we imagine, that this guilt of theirs 
could be any thing leſs, than that of being the inſtru- 
ments of his ex cations? It is plain, that they were 
his captains of hundreds, and captains of thouſands; 
and it is as plain, that as ſuch, they muſt be the in- 
ſtruments of his cruelty : and if they were not, 
why are they called bloody ? They refuſed, indeed, 
to ſlaughter the prieſts, at his command ; bad as the 
Benjamites were, they had not yet forgotten ta fear 
God, and to reverence his prieſts. But is there the leaſt 
colour of reaſon to belicve, that they were ſo ſcru- 
pulous, with regard to the Gibeonites ? And if they 
were not, is there leſs equity in Gop's deſtroying 
their ſons, for the ſins of their fathers, which the 
M m 4 adopted, 


* 1 Sam. xxxi. 7. And when the men of 1/racl, that were on 
the other fide of the walley, and they, that were on the other fide 


Jordan, ſaw, that the men of Iſrael fled, and that Saul, and his 
ons were dead, they forſook the cities, and fled ; and the Poiliftines 
7 „een 
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adopted, and ſhared in, than there was in his de- 
ſtroying Jeboram, the ſon of Ahab, for that vineyard, 
which the father had cruelly, and unjuſtly acquired, 
and the ſon as unjuſtly detained ? And, indeed, 
there ſeems to he ro imaginable reaſon, why Saul, 
when he had deſtroyed the pricſts of Neb, ihould, 
after that, deſtroy the inhabitants of that whole city, 
but becauſe they were moſt, if not all of them, Gi- 
beonites, (who were obliged to attend there upon the 
altar) whoſe ſpoils might become a prey. 

To this may be added, that three of the Gibeonite 
cities lay (as I now obſerved) within the lot of Benja- 
min ; and] how could Sau! fo convenicntly enrich 
his tribe, and his family, as by dividing theſe poſſeſ- 
Hons amongſt them? 

And now, as I humbly apprehend, was fulfilled, 
more clearly, more naturally, and more circumitan- 
Unity, than in any, or all other events, throughout 
tic whole hiſtory of the ſcriptures, that prophecy 
of their father Jace concerning them, Gen. xlix. 27. 
Henjamin ſhall ravin as à teolf : in the morning, be ſhall 
decree the prey, and in the evening, be ball divide the 
ſport. And, indeed, what can be a ſtronger, or a 
clearer emblem of a wolf, tearing, and ravaging an 
innocent flock of ſlicep, than Saul dUefiroyivg a quiet, 
ſubmitting, unoſlending 1ace of Gibeomites ; and, 
when he had done fo, dividing their ſpoils, among 
his partners in the prey? It muſt be qwned, that the 
pretext for doing io, was not unplauſible, inaſmuch 


as theſe men were ſpared, contrary to the expreſs 


command of Gon. And for whom, do we think, 
Faul was more ſolicitous to provide, out of theſe 
ſpoils, than his own ſons, by Rizpah, his 8 


* See Joſh. ix. 17. compared with chop. xviii. ver. 25, 26. chap. 
Ix. ver. 17. And the children of Iſrael! journeyed, and came unto 
their cities on the third day: wow their cities weve Gibcon, and 
Chettirah, ana beeroth, and Kirjath-jearim. Chap. xviii. ver. 25. 
(iberr, and Rumah, aud Brerath. Va. 26. Aud Miæpeb, and 
Cb birah, aud Mazab. 
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and the children of his daughter ? And this reaſon- 
ing is ſtrengthened by reflecting, that Nob was in the 
tribe of Benjamin; and when both the prieſts, and 
Gibeonites were deſtroyed, out of this city, who then 
could take poſſeſſion of it, but Benjamin? 

When the G7beonites were taken into league, they 
were left in poſſeſſion of their cities: this ſufficientl 
appears, from their ſend ing to Jeſbua, (Fob. x.) to 
deliver them, from the Amorite kings, who befieged 
their capital, and had combined to deſtroy them: 
and he did as they deſired. Their complaint againſt 
Saul now is, that he diviſed to deſtroy them, from re- 
mainims in any of the coaſts of Iſrael (2 Sam. xxl. 5.). 
Can this compiaint mean leſs, than that Sau! had ta- 
ken mcaſurss, to ſtrip them of all their poſſeſſions ? 
That ke ſtripp'd them of one city, hath fully been 
ſhevn, in the preceding part of this hiſtory : * and 
their complaint now 1s, that he deviſed to ſtrip them 
of all: and why he did fo is, I believe, no longer 2 
queſtion. 

How juſt are the judgments of Gop ! If Saul de- 
ſtroyed an innocent prople, to make proviſion for 
the offspring of a concubine, and the offspring of a 
daughter, which ſhe bare, in conſequence of his own 
faitiz to David violated , could any thing be more 
equal, than that this very iſſue, chief agents of his 
cruclty, ſhould now be called for, ro make atone- 
ment tor that guilt! 

Let others find their account, and found their 
fame, in reviling the divine diſpenſations, recorded 
in the ſcriptures; be it ever my glory to reverence 
them! to reverence them, in the ſilence of my clo- 
tet, and to publiſh that reverence to the world, 


(when 


* Book II. Chap. 4. 

+ Merab, the mother of five of theſe victims, was promiſed 
to David, upon a ſolemn, and public compact; tlie conditions of 
which were fully performed on his ſide, to the great glory, and 
ſecurity of the ſtate; and then, in violation of that ſolemn, and 
repeated engagement, given to anather, 1 Sam. ch. xvii. ch. zviii. 
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(when the revilings of others provoke me to it) 
without any view, to the wages either of vanity, or 
wealth | 

Give me leave to add, that when I fee ſome de- 
termined philoſophers, of the laſt, and preſent age, 
purſuing the reputation of David, with as murder- 
ous an intent, as Saul did his life, I cannot help ima- 
gining, that I hear this hero crying out to them, as 
he did to Saul, (1 Sam. xxiv. 12, 13.) The Lord judge 
between me, and thee, and the Lord avenge me of thee 
A ſaith the proverb of the antients, Wickedneſs pro- 
ceedeth from the wicked, 


CH A P. XVI. 


David enters into new Wars with Philiſtia, A Con- 
jecture concerning the Cauſe of them. The firſt, and 
laſt Edition of the Eighteenth Pſalm (publiſhed upon 
this Occafion) briefly compared. A Digreſſion, upon 
the Uſefulneſs of Mufic, to form the Manners. Da- 
vid”s laſt prophetic Werds. A ſhort Conjecture con- 
cerning his Worthies. 


HE hiſtory of the famine, under the reign of 
David, is ſucceeded, by a very ſhort account 
of a war, with the Pbiliſtines; or rather of four ſuc- 
ceſſive wars: which ſeem to have laſted a conſider- 
able time, inaſmuch as they were not ended, till af- 
ter four pitched battles ; each of which concluded 
in David's favour. Nor are any other particulars re- 
lated of them ; but that a man of gigantic ſtature, 
and ſtrength, fell on the ſide of the Pbiliſtines, in 
each of them; the laſt of whom had fax fingers, on 
each hand, and ſix toes, on each foot * : and that in 
| the 
* Inſtances of gigantic men are familiar enough, in the col- 
lections of the commentators, on this, and other paſſages of the 
ſame nature: and Dr. Pa/rick quotes Tawernier's relation of the 
grand /ignior's ſeraglio, page 95. wherein he tells us, That the 
eldeſt fon of the emperor of Java, who reigned in the year 
1648, when he was in that iſland, had fix fingers, on each hand, 
as many toes, on each foot, all of equal length. | 
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the firſt of theſe battles, David was in danger of 
being ſlain by bi- benol, the ſon of a giant, (whe- 
ther of Goliah, or ſome other, is not known) had 
he not been timely ſuccoured, by Abiſbai, the ſon of 
Zeruiah, who ſmote, and flew him. The account 
left us of this matter by Joſephus, is to this purpoſe : 
That David, having put the enemy to flight, and 
being foremoſt, and carried too far, in the ardour of 
the purſuit, after ſome time, grew weary, and faint, 
with the fatigue. Which 1/b:i-benob perceiving, and 
being armed with a huge ſpear, (as 7oſephus relates) 
and girded with a new ſword, (as the text is under- 
ſtood) found that a fit occaſion to aſſault the king; 
and had ſucceeded in his purpoſe, had not Abiſhat 
come ſeaſonably to David's aid, and deſtroyed his 
adverſary. 

The apprehenſion of the king's danger ſtruck his 
people, with deep concern, and conſternation ; and 
they immediately bound themſelves, by a ſolemn 
oath, never more to ſuffer him to hazard his perſon 
in battle ; adding a reaſon, which ſufficiently indi- 
cates their high opinion, and eſteem of him ; That 
thou quench not the light * of Iſrael, leſt they ſhoult 
be deprived of a prince, who was, at once, their 
guide, and their glory ? 

The cauſe, or occaſion of theſe wars is rn 
mentioned, in the ſacred hiſtory ; but there is a 
ſage, 2 Sam. xv. 18, 19, &c. on which to ground a 
rational conjecture, concerning the origin of them: 
And all his ſervants paſſed on beſide him; and all the 
Cherethites, and all the Pelethites, and all the Gittites, 
fix hundred men, which came after him from Gath, paſſed 
on before the king. Then ſaid the king to Ittai, the 
Gittite, Wherefore goeft thou alſo with us? Return to 
thy place, and abide with the king: for thou art a ftran- 
ger, and alſo an exile — whereas thou cameſt but yeſter- 
day, &c. And Ittai, the Gittite, paſſed over, and all 
bis men. From whence it appears, that 1ai, an 

exile 


In Hebrew, lamp. 
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exile from Gath, arrived at Feru/alem, with all his 
men, the very eve of David's flight, before his fon 
Abſalom. From whence I conjecture, that the Ph:/;- 
ines, hearing of Abſalom's rebeilion, took that o 
portunity to ſhake off the Iſraelite yoke ; and to that 
purpoſe, drove out all the friends, and favourers of 
Dauwd's government over tem; and among the reſt, 
1.:7, and his foilowers ; who arrived very providen- 
tially at Feruſalem, to ſupport David, in the extre- 
mity of lis diſtreſs. And, as this revolt of Philiſtia 
was ſucceeded by a long famine in David's domi- 
nions, we could not reaſonably expcct to hear of any 
meaſures taken, by that prince, to chatliſe that re- 
volt, till after the ceaſing of this caiamity ; and then 
we immediately hear of the wars nov; revioted, 

When theſe wars were happily ended, and David 
was in perfect peace, botu at home, and abroad, 
and in a fair proſpe& of continuing ſo, for the reſt 
of his lite, he then reviſed, and publiihed the laſt 
edition of the eighteenth Pal; which contains 2 
ſummary of God's ſignal nercies, and deliverances, 
wrought for him; with ſuch an overfiowing of 
gratitude, for the divine goodneſs to him, as ins- 
nitely ſurpaſſes all other compoſitions, of all other 
men, upon this head. And what is very ſingular, 
and, I hope, not unworthy the reader's notice, he hath 
found the ſccret of moſt efſectually perpetuating, his 
own praiſe, by perperuating that of his Makcr : 
whilſt he labours to make the praiſes of Gop glori- 
ous, he makes his own eminent, above all other 
mortals! A ſingle inſtance will evince this. We 
never ſhould have known, that David was the 
ſwifteſt, and the ſtrongeſt of all mankind, if his 
own thankſgivings had not told us ſo; if he had 
not bleſſed Gop, for giving him the ſwiftneſs of the 
hart, and the ftrength to break a bow of ſteel. 

The critical reader will, I hope, not deem it 
beneath his curioſity, to ſee a few paſſages in this 
Pjaim, publiſhed in David's youth, compared 2 
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the corrections of his more advanced years: the 
firſt, as they are found, in the book of Pſalms ; and 


the laſt, as they are publiſhed, in the twenty - ſecond 
chapter of the ſecond book of Samuel. 


Ps AL us. | SAMUEL. 

VER. 1. I will love] Ver. 2. The Lord is my 
thee, O Lord, my Strength. | Rock, and my Fortreſs, and 
2. The Lord is my Rock, my Deliverer. 3. The God 
and my Fortreſs, and my| of my rock, in bim will I 
Deliverer; my God, m truſt ; be is my Shield, and 
Strength, in whom I will| the Horn of my ſalvation, 
truſt, my Buckler, aud the) my high Tower, and my 
Horn of my ſalcation ;, my | Refuge, my Saviour. Thou 
high Towver. 5. The ſor-| ſaveſt me from violence. 5. 
rows of death compaſſed ben the waves of death 
me, and the floods of the} compaſſed me, the floods of 
made me a- the ungodly men made me a- 
raid. 
| 


Every eye will diſcern to what infinite advantage 
this expreſſion, The ſorrows of death, is changed into, 
The waves of death. Nothing can be a finer emblem 
of an hoſt of men, in their ſeveral ranks, than the 
waves of the ſea, ſucceeding one another, in their 
natural order, And when we conſider them, preſſing 
forward, ta the deſtruction of their adverſaries, they 
may very properly be termed, waves of death. 


PSA L Bis. SAMUEL, 
Ver. 7. Then the earth] Ven. 8. Then the earth 


ſhook, and trembled, the| ſhook and trembled, the 
Foundations alſo of tube] foundations of heaven mo- 


hills moved, and were ſha-| ved, aud fhook, becauſe be 
ken, becauſe be was wreth.| was wroth. 


The 


* As his deliverancea were naw multiplied, his gratitede ſeems, 
as it were, exaggerated, and makes new efforts to exert itſelf, 


when every idea, that would expreſs it, ſeems exhauſted. 
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The hills, ſhaking from the foundation at the 
wrath of Gop, is a noble idea: but the foundations 
of heaven, ſhaking at it, is a much nobler! The 
thought too is ſtrictly juſt ; for as the eye of the ſpec- 
tator is toſſed to-and-fro, in an earthquake, the nt 
vens muſt alſo appear to him to be agitated, in the 
ſame manner. 

Although David's main purpoſe, in publiſhing 
theſe divine hymns? ſetting them to ſuited muſic, 
and ſinging them, in the public worſhip of Goo, 
was, to publiſh to the whole world, his endleſs gra- 
titude, for the various, and wonderful mercies of 
Gop, beſtowed upon him; yet had he a further, 
and, if poſſible, a nobler purpoſe, in this conduct; 
I mean, to diſperſe true religion, throughout every 

of his dominions ; to inſpire the hearts of his 
people, with a true, and lively ſenſe of gratitude to 
Gor, their Benefactor, Protector, and Saviour, as 
well as his. David well knew, that true gratitude 
to Gov, is the ſureſt ſource of true religion, and 
every duty injoined by it. And when it 1s poured 
out for publick bleſſings, in which all partake, na- 
turally mixes with every ſocial affeftion, and blends 
them, as it were, into its own being; and, by this 
means, becomes the very beſt bond of ſociety. And, 
therefore, David, by perpetually pouring out the 
praiſes of Gon, in the moſt exalted, and heavenly 
compoſitions, and taking all occaſions, to recount 
his endleſs mercies, and deliverances, wrought for 
his people, from the beginning, took the moſt ef- 
fectual means, to fill their hearts, with gratitude, to 
their great Benefactor; and, in conſequence of that, 
to render them religiouſly obſervant of his laws; 
to render them humane, tricndly, and affectionate 
to one another, and conſcientiouſly faithful, and du- 
tiful to their ſovercign. 

The wiict, and moſt eminent of the antients, 
have left many encomiums, both upon the ſeparate, 


and joint power of muſic, and poetry, towards ſoft- 
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ening, civilizing, and mending the manners of man- 
kind; and the candid reader will, I am ſure, pardon, 
if not thank me, for tranſcribing a paſſage to this 
purpoſe, from Mr. Rollin, one of the moſt polite, 
and truly valuable authors of this, or any age ; the 
greateſt lover of truth, and of mankind! Vol. IV. of 
his Antient Hiſtory, p. 323, 324. Mufic was cultivated 
with no leſs application, and ſucceſs. The antients 
aſcribed wonderful effetis to it. They believed it very 
proper to calm the paſſions, ſoften the manners, and even 
humanize people, naturally ſavage, and barbarous. Po- 
lybius, @ grave, and ſerious hiſtoriau, and who is cer- 
tainly worthy of belief, attributes the extreme difference 
between two people of Arcadia, the one infinitely beloved, 
and eſteemed, for the elegance of their manners, their 
benevolent inclinations, humanity to ſtrangers, and piety 
to the gods; the other, on the contrary, generally re- 
proached, and hated, for their malignity, brutality, and 
irreligion  Polybius, 1 ſay, aſcribes this diſference to 
the ſtudy of mufick, (I mean, ſays he, the true, and 
noble muſick) cultivated with care, by the one, and 
abſolutely neglected, by the other people. 

If ſuch have been the effects of the ſole, and ſc- 

rate power of noble muſic, what might not be 
3 from it, when it 15 built upon, and ſupported 
by the nobleſt, the ſublimeſt, the moſt heavenly 
ſtrains of divine poctry, by wliich the world was ever 
delighted, informed, or amended! And ſuch, be- 
yond all controverſy, or p*:tence of a rational doubt, 
are the ſacred hymis, and pms of David. 

Pindar places this clogiun:, in the irant of Hiero's 
character: That he took a noble delight, in the 
moſt exquiſite ſtrokes, and periormances of poetry, 
and muſic. Could he have added to this, that he 
had a maſtery over all morta!z, in the compoſition 
of both, and crowned all, by the application of 
both to their nobleſt ends, and uſes; the in ſpiring of 
true piety, and vitue, ina ge certs of men, and 
celebrating the praiics of Gov 3 rcevunting the 
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works, and wonders of his providence, and infinite 
mercies to mankind ; how nobly had his character 
been completed how had it been, at once, exalted, 
and unrivalled ! The thinking reader will eaſily 
ſatisfy himſelf, that this glory, which Pindar could 
not confer upon Hiero, David hath, moſt unſelfiſhly, 
and without the leaſt taint, or view of vanity, ſe- 
cured to himſclf. 

After David's laſt reviſal, and edition of the 
eighteenth Pſalm, now recounted, the ſacred hiſto- 
rian gives us to underſtand, that the laſt words 
which he ſpake, and committed to writing, as a 

phet, are thoſe which immediately follow this 
Pſalm, in the ſecond book of Samuel, chap. Xxiil. 
And, indeed, it is of vaſt importance to tie faithful, 
that they are committed to writing ; becauſe he 
there expreſly declares, That the Spirit of God ſpake 

him. 
hy The laft words of great men, ſolemnly delivered, 
and upon points of great importance, have always 
been thought worthy of peculiar regard ; and have 
accordingly been carctully recorded : and, therefore, 
theſe of ſo great a prince, and prophet, as David, 
will not, I preſume, be deemed unworthy the regard 
of the moſt incurious reader; eſpecially, as they 
nk not take up much more than one minute of his 


hn theſe be the laſt words of David: David, the 
ſon of Jeſſe, ſaid, and the man, who was raiſed up on 
bigh, the anointed of the God of Jacob, and the ſtweet 
pſalmiſt of Iſrael, ſaid ; The Spirit of the Lord ſpake 
by me, and his word was in my tongue. The God of 
Ifrae! "ſaid, the Rock of Iſrael ſpake unto me, He, that 
ruleth over men, muſt be juſt, ruling in the fear of 
God : and be ſhall be, as the light of the morning, 
when the ſun riſeth, even a morning without clouds; as 
the tender graſs, ſpringing out of the earth, by clear 
ſhining after rain. Although my houſe be not ſo with 
God ; yes be bath made with me an everlaſting 3 
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erdered in all things, and ſure : for this is all my ſai- 
vation, and all my defire, although he make it not to 


0W. 

" But the ſons of Belial ſhall be all of them, as thorns, 
thruſt away, becauſe they cannot be taken with hands. 
But the man that ſhall touch them, muſt be fenced with 
iron, and the flaff of a ſpear, and they ſhall be utterly 
burnt with fire in the ſame place. 

How glorious a concluſion of ſo noble an office is 
this! to recollect Gop's ſignal mercies, and bleſſings, 
beſtowed upon him ! His exaltation to royalty, from 
a low eſtate ! and his gifts of prophecy, poetry, and 
harmony ! His ſpecial command to him, as a king, 
and his eternal covenant with him, and his ſeed ! 
The continuance of his temporal kingdom, but 
with no increaſe of grandeur, in his poſterity ! 
Their ſure ſalvation, and protection, whilſt they 
continued in the covenant, made with their father ! 
and the final reprobation, and deſtruction of the 
wicked! and, above all, that bleſſed, and perma- 
nent aſſurance to the faithful, That the Spirit of the 
Lord ſpake by him, and his word was in bis tongue ! 
Thus ſealing the truth, and certainty of his divine 
inſpiration, and, in conſequence of that, the ſacred 
authority of his writings, to endleſs generations. 

Then follows the noble catalogue of David's 
worthies ; the nobleſt, and moſt truly renowned of 
all antiquity ; inaſmuch as there 1s reaſon to believe, 
that any act of notorious guilt excluded from it ; 
for why, otherwiſe, ſo great a captain, and ſo brave 
a man, as Foab, ſhould be left out of that liſt, 
when his two brothers, and even his armour-bearer, 
are included in it, I own, I cannot comprehend. 
And this conjecture is, I think, ſtrengthened, by 


obſerving ſeveral names, in the liſt of theſe worthies, 
2 Sam. xxiii. left out in the ſubſequent liſt, 1 Chron. 
xi. and a good many other names added, in this 
later liſt. From whence, I conclude, that ſome 
of the worthies in the firſt liſt, had their names 

Nun raſed 
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raſed out, on account of ſome ſubſequent demerit, 
after the authors of the ſecond book of Samuel 
were dead. 


C HAP. XVII. 


David's Numbering of the People: and the Plague 
which enſued. 


Tx people of Iſrael were ſcarcely recovered, 

1 from the calamity of that famine, which in- 

feſted them, for three years, when they were viſited, 

by another chaſtiſement, apparently, more fatal, al- 

though of a very ſhort continuance : a peſtilence of 

_ days ; occaſioned by the king's numbering of 
le. 

The moſt rational account of the matter is this : 
God had given them a command, by Moſes, Exod. 
XXX. that, when they took the fam of the people, 
after their number, every man fo numbered, from 
twenty years old, and upwards, ſhould pay half a 
ſhekel to the ſanctuary, as a ranſom, for his ſoul, to 
God ; under the penalty of a plague, to enſue the 
neglect of ſuch payment: and accordingly, that 
payment was made, when they were numbered, 
Exod. xxxviii. 24. And, ſurely, a moſt rational, 
and religious capitation this was, indicating, that 
their lives were the forfeit of their ſins, to Gop : 
who, in mercy, accepted a ſmall ranſom for them; 
but an equal one for the lives of the higheſt, and hy 

low 


If it be objected, that there are two other numberings men- 
tioned, in the Bible, Numb. i. and Numb. xxvi. without any men- 
tion of any payment, to the ſanctuary; I anſwer, That there is, 
indeed, no expreſs mention made of any ſuch payment, but I 

think it ſufficiently implied, in both places; for Numb. i. 54. it 
is ſaid, Aud the chiliren of Iſrael did according to all, that the 
Lord commanded Moſes. And in Numb xvi. 4. they are com- 
manded to take the ſum of the people, as He Lord commanded 
Moſes, and ihe children of Iſrael, echich went forth, out of the 
lard of Egyft. And we know, that the payment of the halſ- 
ſhekel made a part of that command. 
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bweſt amongſt them, inaſmuch as they were all of 
equal value, in his ſight, with whom there is no ac- 
ceptance of perſons. 

David, now (probably, from an impulſe of vanity) 
deſirous to know the ſtrength of his kingdom, which 
he rightly judged to conſiſt, more in the numbers of 
valiant men, than in the extent of empire, ordered 
the ſum of the people to be taken, from 
years bid, and upward ; without ordering the Moſaic 
ranſom to be paid : for which reaſon a plague imme- 
diately enſued, which deſtroyed ſeventy thouſand of 
them, within the time determined by the prophet. 
And, indexed, as the people were now more fig- 
nally bleſſed by Gop than at any time, the neglect 
of paying this tribute, to their great Sovereign, un- 
der whoſe protection they were ſo wonderfully raiſed 
to wealth, and dominion, over their enemies, be- 
came more odiouſly infamous, and ungrateful. And 
itis to me unaccountably aſtoniſhing, how David 
could be brought to ſuffer this numbering, without 
_ care, at the ſame time, that the Moſaic ran- 
ſom ſhould be paid: but, in truth, he did more; he 
not only ſuffered, but injoined, and urged it. And, 
to increaſe our wonder, David injoined, and Joab 
remonſtrated againſt it; remonſtrated againſt it, not 
only with fine addreſs, but with a ſpirit of true reli- 
gion. His addreſs is ſeen 2 Sam. xxiv. 3 for when 
David gave him his command, to go throveb all the 
tribes of Iſrael, and number the people——Foab ſaid unto 
the king, Now the Lord, thy God, add unto the 
(boto many ſoever they be) an hundred-fold, and that the 

es of my lord, the king, may ſee it: but why dcth my 
d, the king, delight in this thing? And the religion 
of this conduct is ſeen from what is added, 1 Chron. 
xxi. 3. Why doth my lord require this thing ? Why 
will be be a cauſe of treſpaſs to Iſrael? But Devid was 
ſo bent upon the purpoſe, that nothing could diſ- 
ſuade him from it. And Joab, and the captains of 
the hoſt, were immediately diſpatched to execute LF 
n 2 
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and returned not to Feruſalem, till the end of nine 
months, and twenty days; and even then returned, 
without accompliſhing their purpoſe ; for 7.evi, and 
Benjamin were not taken into the computation : For 
(lays the text) the king's word was abominable unto 
Joab. Belides, as Gop had promiſed to multiply 
them, as the ſtars of heaven, and the ſands of the 
fea, they thought it impious, ſo much as to attempt 
« exact computation of all orders, and ages, amongſt 
em. 

There are two returns left us of this numbering ; 
(one 2 Sam. xxiv. and the other 1 Chron. xxi.) which 
differ conſiucrably, from one another; eſpecially, in 
relation to the men of Jrael; which in the firſt, are 
returned but eight hundred thouſand, but in the laſt, 
eleven hundred thouſand. But I think a careful at- 
tendance to both the texts, and to the nature of the 
thing, will eaſily reconcile them. The matter ap- 
pears to me thus: Joab, who reſolved, from the be- 
ginning, not to number the whole of the people, 
but who, at the ſame time, wiſhed to ſhew his own 
tribe, in the beſt light, and make their number as 
conſiderable as he could, numbered every man amongſt 
them, from twenty years old and upwards, and ſo 
returned them to be five kundred thouſand : but in 
Tfrae!, he only made a return of ſuch men, as were 
exerciſed, and proved in arms; and, therefore, the 
number of perſons above twenty years old, is leſs in 
his return (2 Sam. xxiv.). 


The reader will beſt judge, whether the letter of 


the texts doth not juſtify this conjecture: that of 
2 Sam. xxiv. ſtands thus: And there were in Iſrad 
eight hundred thouſand valiant men, that drew the fword 
— and the men of Fudah (not the men of tried va- 
lour only, but the whole) were ue hundred thouſand 
men. Whereas, the account, we have of this matter 
in 1 Chron. xxi. ſtands thus: And all they of Iſrael 
were a thorſaud thouſand, and an hundred ihouſand men, 
that drew fiword: and Judah four hundred * 
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and ten thouſand men that drew ſword. In a word, in 
2 Sam. xxiv. 9. the whole of 7udob is returned, and 
only the men of proved valour in Auel. In 1 Chron. 
xi. 5. the whole of I/rael is expreſiy returned; but 
the particle all is not expreſly prefixed to thoſe of 
Judab; and, therefore, poſſibly, the men of tried 
valour in that tribe, are only ind uded in that re- 
turn: and if ſo, the returns muſt of neceſſity be ve 
different. Indeed, it ſeems to me, as if all the ſacred 
writers were upon their guard, againſt giving an exact 
return. 

How unſtable are all human purpoſes, and pur- 
ſuits! David, whoſe heart was fo lately ſet upon 
numbering the people, ſees his guilt, and repents 
his purpoſe, the moment it was finiſhed : that heart, 
which was ſo lately ſwelPd with vanity , now 
ſhrinks, into contrition, and penitence. 

It is ſomewhere ſaid | of Epaminondas, that, the 
next day after the battle of Leuctra, he was ſeen re- 
markably ſad, and dejected; and being aſked the 
reaſon, anſwered, I yeſterday ſuffered myſelf to be 
too much elated with vanity, and I am mortifyin 
for it to-day. This ſeems to have been pretty — 
the caſe of David; whoſe vain heart now recoils, 
with dreadful pangs, upon his breaſt. And David's 
beart ſmote him, (ſays the text) after that be had num- 
bered the people: and David ſaid unto the Lerd, I have 
fanned greatly, in that I have done: and now, I beſeech 
thee, O Lord, take away the iniquity of thy ſervant ; 
for I bave done very fooliſhly. 

In this ſituation of mind, Gad, David's ſeer, found 
him, the next morning ||, when he came to denounce 


Nun 3 the 


2 And, perhaps, this is the reaſon, why this action is imputed, 
to the inſtigation of Satan, the father of pride. 


+ To the beſt of my remembrance, in ſome of Platarch's mo- 
ral works. 


| I muſt here obſerve, an egregious error, in our Engl 
frauſlation : which gives us to apprehend. that David's penitence 


Was, 
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the divine vengeance, upon his guilt : and to ſhew 
him, and the world, that the vengeance he came now 
to denounce, could be no caſual calamity, nor the effe& 
of any natural cauſe, he gave him his choice of three 
evils; one of which muſt immediately be inflicted 
on him : Shall ſeven years of famine come unto thee, in 
land? Or wilt thou flee three mon:hs, before thine ene- 
mies, white ev purſue thee? Or that there be three 
days pefiilence, in iby lan“? Now adviſe, and ſee, what 
anſwer I hall return to Him, that ſent me. To theſe 
dreadful, and diſtracting alternatives, David made 
this truly heroic, and religious reply: And David ſaid 
unto Gad, I am in à great ſtreigbt: let us fall now, 
into the hand of the Lord, (for his mercies are great) 
and let me not fall, into the tand of man. Had he 
choſen either war, or famine, his wealth, and his 
power had caſily ſecured himſcif, and family, from 
any imninent danger ef either: but in this conſiſted 
his beroiſm, that he choſe that cvil, which he him- 
ſelf riſqued, in cemmon with his mcaneſt ſubject. 

The event was immediately anſwerabic to the 
choice; a piague inflantly enſued, and continued 
to the ume appointed; which deſtroyed, in that 
very ſhort ſpace, ſeventy thouſand men, from Dan 
to Becrſveba : a calamity, Which hath no parallel, in 
the whole compaſs of hiſtory. 

Davi., deeply aſflicted, and penitent, under this 
heavy claftiſcmer:t, aſit. noled the ciders of Jſrael; 
and all of them, cloathed in ſack cloth, humbled 
themicives, in a moſt ſolemn, and publick manner, 
beine CO; implori: g LL is mercy, and deprecating 
his vii. Scance. And wilt they were in this con- 
Gitioi:, Dvid, liſting up his eyes to Con, ſew the 
angel of the Led, landing, be:ween the earth, aud the 

| | beaven ; 


was the effect of Cad's threat: For, (ſays the text) ar be David 
wwas u in ti morning, the award of the Lord came unte the prophet 
Gall, Du vid, (err, {azing, Gu, ard ſay rnto David, &c. Where: 
as, the word which is tranſlated Fr, ſhould be tranſlated 4rd 3 
and it is not a cauſal, but a connective particle. 
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heaven ;, having a drawn ſtord in bis hand, ſtretebed 
out over Feruſalem. Upon the ſight of which, David, 
and all his attending elders, fell upon their faces, to 
the earth; and David cried out th Goo, Is it not J. 
that commanded the people to be numbered? Even I it 
is, that bare ſinned, and dene evil indeed. But for theſe 
ſheep, what have they done? Let thine hand, I pray thee, 
O Lord, my God, be on me, and on my father's beuſe; 
but not on thy people, that they ſhould be plagued. 

This ſupplication, and humiliation of David, and 
the elders, ſoftened the divine wrath, and arreſted 
the vengeance. Aud the Lord ſaid to the angel, that 
deftroysd the people, It is enough ;, ſtay now thine band. 
And the place, where the avenging angel was ſtaid, 
was over the threſhing-floor of Araunab, the Jebufite. 

Then the angel of the Lord commanded Gad, in- 
ſtantly to order David to go, and ſet up an altar to 
Gov, in the threſhing- floor of Araunab, the Febufite. 
David immediately obeyed, and treated with Arau- 
nab, for the threſhing-floor ; ſignifying to him, at 
the ſame time, the reaſon why he defired to purchaſe 
it. The truth of which, Araunab himſelf muſt eaſily 
be ſatisfied of, inaſmuch as he alſo, with his four 
ſons, had ſeen the deſtroying angel, and hid them- 
ſelves, in terror of the ſight. And, therefore, David 
had no ſooner made the propoſal, but the generous 
Araunah replied, with a ready offer of every thing 
he wanted ; land, oxen for ſacrifice, and threſhing 
inſtruments far fuel, and the wheat for the meat- of- 
fering, without any price, or purchaſe, But this, 
David abſolutely refuied ; declaring, that he would 
buy every thing, at the full price ; and that he would 
not ſacrifice to Gop, of that which coſt him no- 
thing : and accordingly, he bought the place, for 
ſix hundred ſhekels of gold; and the oxen, for fifty 
ſhekels of ſilver :. And David built there an altar 

Nn4 5 unto 


Much difficulty hath been raiſed, upon the articles of this 


fale, in a caſe, to me, ſufficiently plain. The authors of 2 Sam, 
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unto the Lord, and offered burnt-offerings, and peace- 
offerings, and called upon the Lord, and be anſwered 
bim from heaven, by fire upon the altar of burnt-offering, 
and the plague was ſtayed from Iſrael. 

However criminal this numbering was in David, 
yet there are three points of importance clear from 
Ic. 

The firſt is, the ſignal completion of Gop's pro- 
miſe to Abraham, of multiplying his ſeed, as the 
ſands of the ſea; inaſmuch as the multitudes of men, 
comprehended within the narrow limits of Jadæn, 
even at this time, appears, from this numeration, to 
be great, beyond all compariſon, although, confeſ- 
ſedly, leſs conſiderable, than under ſome ſucceeding 
reigns. 

The ſecond is, that it appears, from the accounts 
left us of this matter, that all the cities of the 
Canaanite coaſt, and particularly Zidon, and the 
ſtrong hold of Tyre, were under the dominion of 
David. But this, I apprehend, could only be the 
antient Tyre, or Palætyrus; inaſmuch as Hiram, wha 
lived in friendſhip both with David, and Solomon, 
was king of the other Tyre : which, from a letter 
of his to Solomon, quoted by FJeſepbus, appears to 
have been ſituate in an iiland (Antig. l. vin. c. 2.). 
But this, however, no way infers, the king of that 
Tyre not to have been tributary, both to David, 
and Solomon ; as I apprehend he was, from his 
calling both David, and Solomon, his lord, and 

himſelf, 


xxiv. tell us, that David bought the thriing-foor, but do not ſay 
for what; and then immediately add, and the oxen, for fifty ſhe- 
tels of fikver—Now, it is but ſuppcſing ſuch a ſcop, placed after 
the word Fhor, as ſhews it to be a ſentence, diſtinct from what 
follows, or ſeppoſing the following clauſe to be included, in a 
parentheſis (a conſtruction which muſt be ſuppoſed, in all other 
writings, in a thouſand inſtances) ; and the matter is clear of all 
difficulty. And that one, or both of theſc muſt be the caſe, is 
ſufficiently evident to me, from 1 Chron. xxi. 25. where the price 
paid for the place, is expreſly ſet down, to be ſix hundred ſhekela 
of gold, without mentioning any price, paid for the oxcn. 
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himſelf, and people, Solomon's ſervants, 2 Chron. ii. 
14, 15. Or if he were not, David's dominion over 
Zidon alone, will go a great way, towards accounti 
for thoſe immenſe treaſures, which he amaſſed for 
building the temple ; inaſmuch as Zidon is allowed 
to have been, from the remoteſt antiquity, one of 
the greateſt marts of the world, which engroſſed a 
great ihare of its wealth; and into which, and into 
Tyre, the veins of all its richeſt mines, then in their 
vigour, were naturally drained. And that Zidon 
was carly renowned, for wealth, and magnificence, 
ſufficiently appears, from its being ſtyled, even as 
early as the days of Joſhua, Zidon the great, Joſh. 
xi. 8. 

The third is, that David was not the cruel con- 
2 which ſome men ſo eagerly infer him, from 

me parts of his hiſtory, ill conſidered, and, of conſe- 

uence, little underſtood ; inaſmuch as we learn, 

m this tranſaction, that in the height of his re- 
ſentment againſt the Febufites, he ſpared Araunab, 
a king; in all probability, prince, and proprietor 
of the place; and ſuffered him to live in peace, and 

lenty. 

, If it be aſked, why the people were puniſhed, for 
this guilt of their prince, I anſwer, (beſides the 
common obſervation, Quicguid delirant reges, &c.) 
in the ſentiments of Mr. Hhbifton's comment, on this 
part of Foſephus's hiſtory : That neither David's, 
nor the Sanbedrim's neglect of exacting this tribute, 
could excuſe the people from paying it, when an 
expreſs law of Gop injoined it. 

To ſpeak freely, (if I may be allowed a wild 
conjecture) upon the point, I can conceive but one 
reaſon, why David now declined to injoin the pay- 
ment of this tribute : he was the great patron. of 
religion, and protector of the church of Gop ; and, 
if ſuch a ſpirit then reigned in his nation, as now 
reigneth in ours (which I am far from pronounceing) 
ſuch a ſum of money, as this tax would have 


brought 
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brought into the ſanEuary, could not fail to have 
raiſed an high out-cry of bigotry, (and the power 
of 82 againſt him: and ſo he ran the hazard 
of letting the people be plagued, rather than exact 
a tribute, by which the prieſthood muſt be en- 
riched. 

I ſhall only add, that the ninety-firſt P/a/m ſeems 
evidently to have been written by David, in com- 
memoration of his deliverance, from this public 
calamity. That ſignal protection cf Divine Provi- 
dence, which he had now experienced, naturally 
prompted him to break out, into thoſe expreſſions 
of hope, and truſt in Gop, of which it is hard to 
ſay, whether the piety, or the poetry be mort ex- 
alted : He that dwelleth in the ſecret place of the Nioſt 
High, ſhall abide under the ſhadow of the Almigbty. 
Surely, be Hall deliver thee, from the ſnare of the 
fowler, and from the noiſome peſtilence. © 
Thou ſhalt not be afraid for the terror by night ; nor 
for the arrow that flieth by day. 

Nor for the peſtilence, that walketh ia darkneſs ; nor 
for the deftruttion, that waſteth at noon-day. 

A thouſand ſhall fall at thy fide, and ten thouſand at 
thy right-band ; but it ſpall not come nigh thee. 


CHA P. XVIII. 


David's Preparations to build the Temple: bis private 
Exbortations to Solomon, and the Princes, to 
carry on the Work. 


miraculouſly accepted, of Almighty Gop, 
by the deſcent of fire, from heaven, which con- 
ſamed it, upon the altar, he immediately concluded, 
that this was the place which Gop had choſen, to 
eſtabliſh his worſhip there ; and, therefore, he con- 
tinued to offer up ſacrifices, upon this altar: and 
accordingly told his people, that bis was ihe * 
* — p 


* 


HEN David ſaw, that his ſacrifice was 
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the Lord God, and this the altar of the burnt-offering 


for Iſrael. 


It is true, the tabernacle of the Lon p, which 
Moſes made, in the wilderneſs, and the altar for the 
burnt-offering, were, at that ſeaſon, in the hi 

lace of Gibcon ; and thither he ſhould ordinarily 
wc reſorted, to ſacrifice his burnt-offerings : but 
inaſmuch as the angel of the Logo, had e y 
commanded hin, to erect an altar, in the threſhing- 
floor of Araunab, and on that very ſpot, over which, 
the avenging angel was arreſted, and Gop appeaſed, 
he naturally concluded, that this was the appointed 
place of atonement, ſo ſolemnly ſet apart for ſacri- 
fice : and, therefore, he feared to reſort to Gibeon 
any more, for any purpoſe of religion *®. And 
there is no doubt, but he was confirmed in his rea- 
ſoning, upon this point, by reflecting, that this was 
the place, appointed by Gop himſelf, for the ſacri- 
ficing of Jaac; and where the faith of his father 
Abraham, was ſo amazingly tried, ſo gloriouſly ac- 
cepted, and ſo nobly rewarded. 

All theſe concurring circumſtances, and conſidera- 
tions, ſufficiently pointed out this, as the place of 
that temple, which was to be the glory of the whole 
earth. And accordingly David ſet himſelf, from 
that moment, to prepare materials of all ſorts for itz 
with all imaginable application, and zeal; as, indeed, 
he had done, for many years before. 

And, indeed, there 1s no doubt, but it was at this 
time, that Gop inſpired him, with the plan of the 
whole work ; with all its dimenſions, and 
utenſils : all which he himſelf expreſly aſſures us F, 
the Lord made bim underſtand, in writing, by bis band 
upon bim. 


That 


J Bit David could not go before it (that is, the altar at Gibeon ) x 
for he wwas afraid, becauſe of the fevord of the angel of the Lord, 


1 Chron. xxi. 30. 


© ® chron. xxviii. 19. 
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That the architecture of this temple was of divine 
original, I, for my part, am fully ſatisfied, from this 
Rucki and I am confirmed in this perſuaſion, 

ing from Vilalpandus, that the Roman, at le 

the Greet architecture, is derived from this, as from 
its fountain: and, in my humble opinion, even an 
infidel may eaſily believe theſe to be of divine origi- 
nal; inaſmuch as they are (at leaſt, the latter is) 
found perfect, in the earlieſt models. Nor hath the 
utmoſt reach of human wiſdom, invention, and in- 
duſtry, been ever able (although often endeavouring 
it) to improve, or alter it, but to diſadvantage, 
throughout the courſe of ſo many ages. | 

That David underſtood what he was about, is evi- 
dent, from the nature of the thing ; for if he had 
not been complete maſter of the whole deſign, he 
could not have directed the hewing of the ſtones, 
nor adjuſted the exact weight of all the utenſils, as 
8 certainly did, with great care, 1 Chron. Xxviii. 12, 

c. 

In the firſt of theſe works, he imployed all the 
rangers, that is, proſelytes of the land; who, pro- 
bably, were more ſkilled in works of that nature : 
or, poſſibly, he choſe not to take his own people, 
from the culture of the ground, and the ſeveral pur- 
ſuits of rural induſtry. 

He prepared iron, and braſs, in abundance, and 
without weight, for the joinings (fays the text) ; pro- 
bably, both of the ſtones, and timber, which was 
all cedar ; and ſupplied him, in vaſt plenty, by the 
Zidonians, and Tyrians. He conſidered, that the 
work was to be great, and magnificent, beyond any 
thing, yet known to the world ; and, therefore, the 
preparations were to be proportionable, This the 
facred hiſtorian fully informs us of, in 1 Chron. xxii. 
And David ſaid, Solomon my ſon is young, and 
tender ; and the houſe that is to be builded to the Lord, 
muſt be exceeding magnifical, of fame, and of glory, 
throughout all countries: I will, therefore, now make 
N preparations 
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prepations for it. So David prepared abundantly, be- 
fore bis death: taking care, at the ſame time, to in- 


form his ſon Solomon fully, of his whole purpoſe ; 
and exhorting him, who was appointed by God to 
execute it, to purſue, and accompliſh it, with dili- 
gence, and vigour ; adding, that he himſelf once 
had it fully in his intentions, 10 build a houſe, unto 
the Name of the Lord, bis God; but was expreſly for- 
bidden to purſue his purpoſe, becauſe he had been 
a man of war, and had ſhed much blood, upon the 
earth : but that Gop had aſſured him, at the ſame 
time, that he would give him a ſon, who ſhould be 
a man of peace, and his name So/omon ; and that he 
ſhou!d build him an houſe. And, upon this ground, 
he exhorts him to go on with the work : Now, 


the houſe of the Lord, thy God, as he hath ſaid of thee. 
He then adds a moſt earneſt exhortation to him, to 
ſerve, and to fear Gop, as he hoped for his bleſſing 
upon his houſe, and nation ; and concludes, with an 
earneſt ſupplication to Gop, to inſpire his heart, with 
wiſdom, and a fteady ſenſe of duty to him, and to 
his people. 

This done, David next proceeds to tell his ſon, 
what preparations he himſelf had made for the 
work : Now, behold, in my trouble, I have prepared 
for the houſe of the Lord, an hundred thouſand talents of 
gold, and a thouſand thouſand talents of filver ; and of 
braſs, and iron, without weight (for it is in abundance) ; 
timber a ſo, and ſtone, have I prepared; and thou mayeſt 
add thereto. Moreover, there are workmen with thee 
in abundance ; bewers, and workers of ſtone, and tim- 
ber, and ail manner of cunning men, for every manner 
of work, Of the gold, the filver, and the braſs, and 
the iron, there is no number. Ariſe, therefore, and be 
41 ; and the Lord be with tbee. 

avid's next care was, to engage all the great men 
of the realm, to be aiding, and aſſiſting, to his ſon, 
in the carrying on of this great work. And, to this 


purpoſe, 
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purpoſe, he laid his particular commands, (as I ap- 
prehend) ſingly, and apart, upon each of 4 
And after this, convening them in one body, he 
publicly exhorted them all, to the ſame purpoſe, 
in an oration, which (to me) is by far the nobleſt of 
the kind, extant in the world. But before I proceed 
to conſider that performance, I muſt beg the reader's 
attention, to ſome points of great importance, ante- 
cedent to it. 


C HAP. XIX. 


A Diſſertation upon the immenſe Treaſures, left ly David, 
for building the Temple. 


78 is no one point, relating to the ſacred 
writings, in which I find learned men, and 
critics of all kinds, ſo greatly, and diſtantly divided, 
as this of the treaſures, left by David, for building 
the temple; ſome thinking them incredibly 
immenſe, and others doubling them; ſome ſuſpect- 
ing ſome numeral errors, in the text, and others fink- 
ing the talent, almoſt to nothing, in order to guard, 
againſt the ſuppoſition of any ſuch errors; whilft 
others ſeem to value themſelves, upon having diſ- 
covered new veins of wealth, from whence much 
greater treaſures might have been derived. 

In the midſt of this uncertainty, there are ſome 
points, I think, clear, and inconteſtable. 


The 


* 7; not the Lord, your God, with you? and hath he not given 
you ref, on every ſide ? for he hath given the inhabitants of the 
land into mine hand, and the land is ſubdued before the Lord, and 
before his pepe. Now ſet your heart, and your foul, to ſeek the 
Lord your God: ariſe, therefere, and build ye the ſanctuary of the 
Lord God, te bring the ark of the covenant of the Lord, and the 
holy _— of God, ints the houſe, that is to be built to the Name 
of the Le- d. 

Y ki, ] 4 N is recorded by the ſacred writer, as the 
ſubſtance of David's private exhortations to each of the princes, 
upon this head. 
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The firſt is, that there is not the leaſt ground to 
believe, that the Hebrews ever varied their weights, 
and meaſures, at leaſt, before the captivity. And, 
therefore, David's talent was the ſame with that of 
Moſes. 

The next plain point is, that the Hebrew talent 
was of a conſiderable weight. 

What Moſes's talent was, is known to a demon- 
ſtration, from the account left us of the firſt capi- 
tation, in the wilderneſs, Exod. xxviii. 25, 26. in 
which ſix hundred and three thouſand five hundred 
and fifty men, being taxed at half a ſhekel a head, 
raiſed a ſum of an hundred talents of filver, and a 
thouſand ſ-ven hundred and threeſcore and fifteen 
ſheke!s. From whence it follows, that one talent con- 
taincd three thouſand ſhekels ; and that it could not 
contain lets, in the days of Amaxiab, is pretty evident, 
from the account left us, in 2 Chron. xxv. 6. of his 
having hired aa hundred thouſand mighty men of va- 
lour, out of 1/rael, for an hundred talents of ſilver. If 
the talent had then contained leſs than three thouſand 
ſhekels, what had been the hire of each of theſe ſol- 
diers ? — And the hiſtory of Gebhazi, Hezetiab, and 
many other paſſages of the Old Teſtament, plainly 
prove, the talent to have been of a conſiderable 
weight. 

Another plain point is, that David muſt have left 
immenſe treaſures, for building the temple, from the 
vaſt number of workmen imployed, and maintained, 
for that ſervice, for eleven years: four years in pre- 
paring the materials, and ſeven in putting them 
together. 

Hiram's ſervants, hired at the rate of twenty thou- 
ſand meaſures of wheat, and twenty thouſand mea- 
ſures of baricy, and twenty thouſand baths of wine, 
and twenty thouſand baths of oil, year by year ; 
thirty thouſand hewers of wood, in Lebanon, (ten 
thouſand of them in conſtant imployment) ; ſeventy 
thouſand bearers of burdens, and fourſcore 3 

ewers 
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hewers of large, and coſtly ſtones, in the mountains ; 
ſtones of ten cubits, and ſtones of eight cubits, ſaw- 
ed with ſaws, and joined with unparallelled exactneſs; 
and three thouſand ſix hundred overſeers of the work; 
that is, overſcers of thoſe who prepared materials 
for it; beſides ue hundred and fifty, which bare rule 
over the people that wrought in the work (ſays the text, 
1 Kings ix. 23.); that is, which overſaw the execu- 
tion of it; and twenty-four thouſand Levites, ap- 
inted to ſet it forward, 1 Chron. xxiii. 4. Add to 
all theſe, the workers of precious ſtones, of gold, 
and filver, and metals of all kinds. What vaſt ſums 
of money muſt have circulated through Jeruſalem, 
from the wages of ſo many men, every year? And 
how prodigious muſt the quantity of gold, and ſil- 
ver, left by David, be, when this treaſure (for this 
only can account for it) enabled Solomon to give gold, 
and ſilver in Jeruſalem, as ſtones ; as the ſacred text 
informs us he did (2 Chron. 1. 15.)? Add to this, 
the immenſe quantity of ſolid gold, which covered 
the intire inſide of the porch, the holy, and the ho!y 
of bolies, and the upper chambers * ; the ark, the 
-ſeat, the cherubims, the altar of incenſe, and 
ten tables of ſhew-bread ; the ten candleſticks, and 
utenſils of all kinds, for the ſervice of the temple, 
ſuch as diſhes, cups, &c. which Joſephus computes 
to have been no leſs than four hundred and forty 
thouſand, of that metal; beſides many utenſils ex- 
preſly ſaid, in the ſcriptures, to be of gold, ſuch as 
ſnuffers, lamps, tongs, and ſpoons, which Jeſepbus 
takes no notice of; and beſides all thoſe of ſilver, 
- which were thirteen hundred and forty thouſand. 
Another plain point is, that the ſacred writers 
were very careful, and exact, in the accounts left us, 
of the quantities of money contributed towards this 
F work ; 


* Joſephus tells us, ( Antig. lib. viii. cap. 3.) that the temple 
had another building over 165 equal to it in its meaſures. And, 
therefore, we may fairly conclude, that the aper chambers, here 
ſpoken of, were the chambers of that building. 
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work ; when they deſcend even to the number of 
drichms contributed, above the number of talents. 
Nor is there the leaſt ground for ſuſpecting any error, 
to have crept into the text, or alteration to have e- 
ver been made in the numeral words, denoting theſe 
quantities. 

Another plain point is, that the accounts, left us 
of the earlier ages of the world, ſufficiently evince 
them to have abounded with gold. And hence, as 
ſome learned men think, was derived the fable of the 
golden age. Hence the accounts left us of Midas, 
and Creſus *, whoſe treaſures of gold (to ſay nothing 
of ſilver) were infinite: of Sauces, and Eſuboſes Þ, 
kings of Colchis, who had entire chambers of gold, 
beams, and poſts, and pillars of ſilver. Hence the 
ancient Arabs, thoſe of Arabia Felix particularly, 
whoſe gold was pureſt, and in the greateſt quantities, 
(as Diodorus Siculus informs us, lib. 3.) bartered gold 
for iron. And the Macrobii, a people of Ethiopra, 
bound their ſlaves in chains of gold, Herodotus, lib. 

And, above all, hence thoſe treaſures of Serda- 
napalus F, which, from Cteftas's account of them, 
are almoſt incredible. The mines of the earth were 
then virgin, {as Plizy obſerves) and many rivers glo- 
ried in golden ſands, whoſe wealth hath long ſince 
been exhauſted ; and, therefore, we are not to judge 
of the wealth of thoſe ages, by our own preſent 
poverty. 

Another point, which muſt be confeſſed, is this : 
that after Dovid had finiſhed his palace, and other 
buildings, in Feru/alem, which was early in his reign, 
he made no conſiderable expence, that we know of, 
to the end of it; lor as to the maintenance of armies, 
which make the great expence of other princes, I 
think, it ſecms agreed among the learned, that his 

O o colt 

* Of whom Pliny ſays, That they poſſeſſed an infinite quanti- 
ty of II ; in — pelſederunt, lib. xxiii. cap. 3. 

2, 10id, : 

a Who is ſuppoſed by ſome learned men, to have been king 
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coſt him, in the ordinary courſe of things, nothing : 
each of the tribes ſupplying, and ſupporting their 
own monthly courſes ; and, in all cafes of extraordi- 
nary levies, each man's portion of the great ſpoils, 
taken from the enemy, did more than compenſate 
for their pay. So that if David had any ſure ſources, 
or funds of wcalth, he had great opportunities of 
amaſſing, and treaſuring it up. 

The next point, then, to be inquired into, is, 
What thoſe ſources were, from whence it was poſſi- 
ble for David to drain fo much wealth ? And theſe are 
confefſedly four: huſbandry, war, trade, and tribute. 

It is well known, that the wealth of the earlier 
ages originally conſiſted in the plenty, and goodneſs 
of the creatures, and fruits of the earth; from the 
fale of which aroſe, in after-ages, their artificial 
wealth. Nor can it be denied, that David might 
have abounded in this natural wealth, from the ad- 
vantage of a country, remarkably fruitful, and bleſ- 
ſed, beyond all others, in a rich ſoil, and happy cli- 
mate ; and that he neglected no means, to improve 
theſe advantages, may fairly, I think, be collected, 
from the account left us, (1 Chron. xxvii. 25, Sc.) 
of the proper, and diſtinct officers, appointed by 
him, over his treaſures, and ſtore-houſes, of all ſorts ; 
in cities, fields, villages and caſtles ; over the tillage 
of the earth, over the culture of the vincyards, and 
over their increaſe for the wine-cellars ; over the 
olive-trees, and ſycamore-trees *, in the low plains ; 
and over the cellars of oil, over the herds, that fed 
in Sharon, and over the herds, in the valleys ; over 
the camels, over the aſſes, and over the flocks. 

From hence it 1s natural, and obvious to infer, 
that David had a proper attention, to all the parts, 
and branches of huibandry. And itis caſy to ima- 
gine, what an immenſe flow of wealth might be de- 
rived, from this ſingle ſource, in the courſe of thirty, 

| or 


yards, 


Or, as the Yate interprets the original word, fceta, fig- 
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or forty years; in a rich country, part bordering, and 
extended, upon a ſea coaſt, where the trade, 
and wealth of the whole world then centred. 

The next ſource of David's wealth, was war; 
which ſome learned men have imagined to be ſo rich 
a one, as were ſingly ſufficient to account for all the 
wealth David left behind him. 

As the eaſtern nations abounded in gold, it is ſuf- 
ficiently evident, from the earlieſt accounts, left us 
of thoſe nations, that they abounded in ornaments, 
at leaſt, of that metal, when they went to battle. 
This is apparent, from the eighth chapter of Judges; 
from whence we learn, that the Midianites not only 
wore ear-rings of gold themſelves, but likewiſe ador- 
ned, with chainsof gold, the necks of their camels. 
We learn alſo, from Numbers xxxi. that when Iſrael 
firſt conquered the Midianites, the captains of thou- 
ſands, and captains of hundreds, brought an oblation 
to Gop, of the ſpoil, taken from the enemy, and 
ſuch as every man amongſt them had gotten, (ver. 
50. and 53.) jewels of gold, chains, and bracelets, 
rings, ear- rings, and tablets ; making in the whole 
fixteen thouſand ſeven hundred and fifty ſhekels. It 
is true, that as they took the ſpoil of the whole 
country, cities, caſtles, men, and women, but a 
{mall part of this treaſure, can be placed to the ſcore 
of the men lain in battle. But it is as true, that if 
the Iſraclite men of war, who then went to battle, 
offered only the five hundredth part of their ſhare of 
the gold, taken from Midian, as they offered only 
the five hundredth part of the beeves, aſſes, and 
ſheep ; the treaiure of gold, then taken in that 
country, amounted, in the whole, to a very great 
ſum ; tor but half of the whole fell to their ſhare. 
And if this one victory brought in ſo great a trea- 
ſure, we may eaſily imagine, what immenſe wealth 


| muſt be raiſed, from David's many victories, over 
vations much richer, 


O 0 2 But 


564 An Hiſtorical Account of 
But beſides the perſonal ornaments, worn by thoſe 
who went to battle, it is beyond all doubt, that the 
eaſtern nations always adorned their weapons, and 
utenſils of war, with the richeſt metals. And in 
thoſe nations, where gold abounded, and iron was 
little known, there is no queſtion, but the weapons 
themſelves were of gold: as Pliny gives us to un- 
derfland, that thoſe of the antient Gau!s were. 
And when we learn from the hiſtory of David, that 
the $1445, whom he ſubdued, and flew in ſuch vaſt 
multitudes, wore ſhields of gold, can we doubt, 
whether their quivers, handles of their ſwords, &c. 
were not of the ſame metal? He was victorious, in 
about twenty battles, over the richeſt enemies in the 
world, from the Red-ſea, to beyond Mount Libanus ; 
and from the Euphrates, to the Mediterranean, ſea. 
To what an incredible ſum muſt the perſonal ſpoils, 
the rich arms, the military cheſts, and the gods of 
gold, and filver “, (always carried to battle with 
them) of ſuch infinite multitudes, amount? And, 
in all probability, the ſpoils of their cities, and 
countries, to a much greater. To ſay nothing of 
the ſpoils taken from the Pbiliſtines, Amalckites, and 
others, even before he came to the crown. 
The next ſource of David's wealth, was trade. 
Solomon, we know, made no conqueſts : yet had 
he two ports upon the Red-ſea ; Eloth, and Ezicn- 
geber, in the land of Edom. David conquered Edom, 
about the time that he ſubdued the Syrians, 2 Sam. 
viii. 14. Confequently, thoſe ports, and, perhaps, 
others, were 1n his hands, And, therefore, we may 
caitly credit Eupolemus d, when he tells us, that 
David tent ſhips with miners to Urphe, an iſland in 
| the 


, 7 al. CXY. 4. Their idols are Alver, and gold. And P/al. 
Nav. 15. A. for the images of the heati;cn, they are but filver. 
«rnd gg A. li we kin, from the eighth, and ſeventeruth chap - 
ters of ine bus of Jalges, that when the 1/-ae/ite: fell into the 
tbeathcn dolatry, they alſo made them images of geld, and filver, 
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the Red-ſea, which had mines of gold: a relation, 
which is ſufficiently confirmed, by the account left 
us, of David's giving three thouſand talents of 
gold, his own private property, pure gold of Ophir, 
(which doubtleſs is the Urphe of Eupolemus) to the 
building of the temple. Nor is it any way probable, 
that he had no ſhare in the trade of the Aſediterra- 
nean, when ſuch a length of its richeſt trading coaſt 
was in his own hands. What profits he derived, 
from theſe branches of trade, is impoſlible to fay ; 
but I think it highly probable, from the nature of 
the thing, that they were very conſiderable, and, 
poſſibly, immenſe. But vinether his trade were fo, 
or no, it is undoubted, that his tribute was. 
Salomon had no wars, made no conqueſts, or ac- 
quiſitions of territory * ; except that of the ſingle 
city of Gezer, conquered for him, and bcſtowed 


upon him, by Pharaab. And, therefore, David's 


tributary revenues will beſt be eſtimated, by thoſe 
of Solcmon. And what thoſe were, may be eſti- 
mated two ways: firit, From the accounts left us 
of the expences he made: And, fecondly, From 
the particular mention made of the revenues, paid 
in to him annually. 

As to the firſt of theſe : If we ſuppoſe the ex- 
pences of David's, and Sclomon's tables to have been 
exactly the ſame, (which moſt certainly they were 
not) and eſtimate only the ſurplus expences of Solo- 
man, in his buildings, his cities, his houſes, and 
their furniture, his women, his horſes, and chariots, 
(which would require volumes to explain) we ſhall 
ſoon be ſatisfied, to what an immenſe ſum they muſt 
amount; and, conſequently, what an incredible ſum 
David muſt have ſaved, and amailed, by his aco- 
nomy, in the courſe of ſo many years. 

Oo 3 In 


® It is, indeed, ſaid, 2 Chrox. viii. 3. That he went to Ha- 
math-zovah, and prevailed againſt it; but this I take to be rather 
the recovery of a revolted city, chan a nc conquet. 
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In the next place : his tributes may be eſtimated, 
from the richneſs, and extent of the dominions, 
ſubject to him; Edom, all the Arabias, and Syrias, 
both on this, and the other ſide of Enphbrates *, and 
the Paleſtine coaſt. 

The mines of Punon, or Phinen, in Edom, as thoſe 
of Paleſtine, hinted at by Moſes, Deut. xxxiii. were 
famed, even to the days of the chriſtian martyrs, 
eondemned to them. The Arabians, Pliny calls the 
richeſt nations F. And we have already ſeen, from 
Diodorus Siculus, that Arabia Felix yielded the pureſt 
gold, and in the greatcſt quantity. And as to the 
Syrias, their riches will belt be eſtimated, by the 
golden ſhields of Hadadezer's army. Here, then, 
are funds enough of wealth, ſufficient for any de- 
mand. And yet David certainly had others, as ap- 
prars, from the accounts of Solemon's annual income, 
found in 1 Kings x. 14, 15, viz. Six hundred three- 
ſcore and fix talents of gold, beſides that he had of the 
merc hani. men, and of the troffick of the ſpice-merchants, 
and cf all the kings of Arabia, and of the governors of 
the country. | 

That David, then, had ſources enough, for all 
the treaſure he left behind him, is, I think, out of 
all doubt. 

If it be objected, That this expence is diſpropor- 
tioned to the work; I anſwer, firſt, That no man 
J ever met with, except Ji alpandus, (and ſuch as 
think aſter lim) hath ever computed the vaſtneſs of 
the work : nor will any man, I believe, ever con- 
ceive a right idea of it, who doth not carefully con- 
der, what he (and Lazy after him) hath ſaid upon 
that ſubject. In the mean time, let any man but 
think of the treatures of fruit, wood, incenſe, corn, 
wine, and eil, {to emit a thouſand other things) 
annually e poſited in the temple; and the vaſt num- 
ber of priefls, Levites, guards, porters, attendants, 


and 
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and officers of all kinds, lodged in it — and I am 
ſure, he will not think all /7/a/pandus's cellarages, 
? more than ſufficient for the one ; nor all his apart- 
| ments, more than neceſlary for the other. 

In the next place : We are not to imagine, that 
: all the ſtone, and wood, hewn for that ſervice, 
e were expended upon it; for we are expreſly told, 
5 that Solomon made cedars to be, in Jeruſalem, as the 
* ſycamores, that are in the vales, for abundance. And 
. we may be well aſſured, that none but the very 
t choice of both kinds, were uſed in the temple. And 
1 theſe, perhaps, were not more than one half of the 
1 whole. 
I, But there are two points of the laſt importance, 
4 ; towards reconciling, and determining this contro- 
3 verſy, which none of the critics, that I have met 
1 with, have ever conſidered. 
4 The firſt is, that in al! their computations of ex- 
e pence, no allowance hath been made for the precious 
5 ſtones, with which the inſide of the temple was 
of adorned (ſuch as diamonds, rubies, Sc.); and which, 
if they then bore any proportion, to the price they 
W bear now, will ſufficiently account for any expence, 
of that can well be imagined. And, therefore, if we 
ſhould agree with the learned Brerewood, that David 
+ left treaſure enough, to build the walls of the bod 
m of the ren:ple of ſolid filver, and roof it with gold, 
* yet when we conſider, what great portions of the 
of one, and immenſe maſſes of the other, might go 
” to the purchaſe of one lingie precious ſtone, we can- 
wal not take upon us to pronounce any ſum, more than 
= ſufficient, for ſuch an expence. | 
un The next point of great importance to reconcile 
n, this controverſy, is, That, in fact, all the treaſure 
5) left by David, wasnot expended, upon the building of 
_ the temple. This appears clearly, from the ſeventh 
ts: chapter of the firſt book of Kings, verſe 51. where 
nd it is expreſly ſaid, $9 <vas ended ail the work, that king 
Solomon made, for the houſe of tbe Lord and Solomon 
| #2 O0 0 4 breyght 
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brought in the things, which David, his father, bad 


dedicated; even the ſilver, and the gold, and the veſſels, 


did he put among the treaſures of the houſe of !he Lord, 

I think it plain, that when David is ſaid to have 
prepared, for the houſe of the Logy, an hundred 
thouſand talents of gold, and a thouſand thouſand 
talents of ſilver, &c. the whole of his treaſure, 
whether in coin, or otherwiſe, is there recounted ; 
and that there remained a ſurpluſage of that pro- 
viſion, to be depoſited, in the treaſures of the tem- 
ple, after the work was finiſhed, 1s evident, from the 


paſlage laſt quoted. 


CHAP. . 


Adonijah /-ts up as Heir apparent to the Wrone, and 
aſſerts his Claim to it. Upon hearing of which, 
David cauſes Solomon to be anointed King. 


AT TD was now far advanced in years, and the 
inhrmities of age were fallen heavy upon him. 
The ſtrength of nature was ſo far abated in him, 
that cloaths could not kecp him warm, in his bed. 
His phyſicians, therefore, adviſed, That a fair, and 
yeuthivi virgin ſhould be ſought for, who might 
lie in his boſom, and cherih his vital heat; the 
natural warmth ot a young, healthful, human body, 
being as phyſicians obſerve) belt fitted for that end, 
both in kind, and degree. 

It it be aſked, How the beauty of the perſon to be 
empicyed, to this purpoſe, was concerned in David's 
health ? I anſwer, That the beauty here required is, 
evidently, beauty of complexion : which, as it in- 
dicates the health, and temperament of the body, 
might be of importance, in this caſe. Poſſibly too, 
as Dai was very beautiful himſelf, they ſought for 
ſome perſon of complexion, and conſtitution likeſt 
to his own; and, of conſequence, beſt ſuited, and 
molt congenial to it. And, therefore, the cavillers 
at this part of David's conduct, are as far from _ 
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able naturaliſts, in this reſpect, as they are caſuiſts, 
in many others. And I will be bound to ſay, that 
if David had taken any other method of recovering, 
and kerping up, the vital flame; by wine, for in- 
ſtance, high dicts, and cordials, or any other ima- 
ginable way; they would have found all thoſe me- 
thods, at leaſt, as exccptionable, as this. Abijhag, 
the Sh:namite, was found, and thought proper for 
this purpoſe; and was, accordingly, admitted intg 
the number of David's wives, but not known by 
him. 

Concubinage was not then deemed criminal : and 

it will, I hopc, be thought no very wild paradox, to 
venture to ſurmiſe, that a modeſt man can, with lets 
reluctance, ſuffer his iniirmities to be relieved, 
a wife, than by any other mortal. And, therefore, 
I greatly fear, that thoſe gentlemen, who quarrel 
with David, upon this ſcore, are little refined, either 
in that virtue, or the more elegant decencies of life. 

Adenijabb, David's cldeſt fon, after AbJa!om, (but 
by another wife) beautiful too, and popular like 
him, tcok advantage of his father's infirm ſtate 
aſſumed the airs, and ſet up the equipage of heir 
apparent, to the throne : Ile prepared chericts, and 
horſemen, and fifty men to run before lim; and gave 
out openly, that he would be king : although he 
could not but know, that Solomon was deſigned for 
that dignity, both by David, and Gon lumſelf. 

Dadid had no body to blame but himſelf, for this 
miſconduct in his ſon : it was his own cxceffive in- 
dulgence, which inſpired this extravagance : for the 
text tells us, that his father had not diſpleaſed bim a; 
any time, in ſaying, Why haſt thou done jo? Strange 
weakneſs in parents, and cruelty to their children, 
to ſuffer them to become incorrigible in crror, or in- 
yeterate in vice, rather than reſtrain, and check 
them, whilſt correction is kindneſs ! 

| Adonijab had gained two very conſiderable men to 
his party; Joab, the captain of the hoſt, and 2 
ry 
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thay, the prieſt: and when things were ſufficiently 
ed, ſummoned his partizans, to a great enter- 

tainment, (poſſibly, under the pretence of a facri- 
fice) near the ſtone Zohelerh, by the famed fountain 
of Ex regel, not far from Jeruſalem : where, in the 
midſt of their feſtivity, and mirth, they ſcrupled not 
to treat him, as their king. But Nathan, the pro- 
phet, was ſteady to the appointments of Providence, 
pronounced by his own mouth; and accordingly in- 
formed Bathſheba of the deſign, carried on againſt 
her ſon ; adviſing her, to loſe no time in acquainting 
the king of it, in order to prevent it; and letting 
her know, that he himſelf would quickly ſecond, an 
ſupport her, upon that head. Bathſheba obeyed the 
kind monition, waited upon the king, in the inſtant, 
and put him in mind of his promiſe to her, confirm- 
ed by a ſolemn oath, that Salomon, her ſon, ſhould 
reign after him: whereas, in reality, Adonijah then 
reigned, although his majeſty knew nothing of it; 
and was, at that moment, openly entertaining his ad- 
herents, at a great feaſt, with Foab, and Abiachar, at 
their head——adding, that the eyes of all 7/rae! were 
then upon his majeſty, to know, whom he would ap- 
point to ſucceed him, in his throne. Which if he 
thould fail to do, It all come to paſs, (ſays ſhe) cuben 
my lord, ibe king, ſeall fleep with his fathers, that I, 
and my fon, Solomon, ſhall be counted offenders. W hilt 
ſhe ſpake, Na/ben came in to the king; and doing 
— aſked, If he had appointed Adonijab, his 
ſucceſſor, without acquainting him with his purpoſe? 
And then proceeded to inform him of the meaſures, 
taken by 4donijzh, to raiſe himſelf to the throne. 

When Nathan came into the king's preſence, Bath- 
Heba retiied: as, Plizy tells us, Cæcilius Rrifus's wife 
did, upon the acmifiion of any intimate friend to 
ier hulband; altlzcugh well fitted to ſhare in all his 
ſecrets. | 

As ſoon as Nathan had done ſpeaking, Davis, 
without making him any anſwer, immediately 2 
ä dere 
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dered Bathſbeba to be called in to him again. He 
was impatient to remove her diſquiet, and give her 
intire ſatisſaction, in her complaint; and, therefore, 
as ſoon as ever ſhe appeared, inſtantly renewed his 
oath to her, that as he had ſolemnly ſworn, that So- 
lomon ſhould fit upon his throne, he would perform 
his promiſe to her, that very day. 1 the hear- 
ing of which, Patbſheba (faith the ſacred writer) 
bowed with her face to the earth, and did reverence to 
the king, and ſaid, Let my lord, king David, live for 
ever. 

Nathan had now retired, from the king's preſence, 
upon Bathfheha's approach, as ſhe had done before, 
upon his; but was quickly called back again, with 
Zadok, the prieſt, and Benaiab, the ſon of Jeboiada, 
captain of the Cherethites, and Pelethites, whom Da- 
vid commanded to take Solcmon his fon, and fer him 
upon his own mule, and attend him, with his own 
life-guard, and conduct him to Gibon; where Zadok, 
the prieſt, and Natban, the prophet, ſhould anoint 
him king over rael, and then proclaim him king, 
by ſound of trumpet : after which they were to re- 
turn to Jeruſalem, and place him upon the throne. 

To this command Lenaiah anſwered, Amen; and 
added a prayer, That Gop would ratify his choice, 
ſupport Solomon, as he did David, and exalt his 
throne, above the throne of David. 

Accordingly, Solomon was immediately mounted 
upon David's mule, and attended by Zadot, and 
Nathan, the Cherethites, and Pelethitzs, and other 
officers of the king, to Gihon ; and there anoint- 
ed king, with the ſacred oil, depoſited in the ta-. 
bernacle. And they blew the trumpet, and all the 
people ſhouted out, God ſave king Solemon ! And all 
the people (ſays the text) came up after bim, and the 
people piped with pipes, and rejoiced with great joy, fo 
that the carth rent with the ſound of them. | 

The noiſe of this rejoicing reached Adon jab, and 
his gueſts, towards the cloſe of their entertainment: 


and 
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and Jaab, upon hearing the ſound of the trumpet, 
cried out, Wherefore is this noiſe of the city being in an 
wproar ? And as he asked the queſtion, Jonathan, the 
fon of Abiather, the prieſt, came, in the inſtant, 
with the unwelcome news of David's having made 
Solomon king, with the circumſtances already related ; 
and added, that he was then actually upon the throne, 
receiving, the compliments, and congratulations of 
Tfrael : moreover, that David's ſervants had alſo 
congratulated him, upon that occaſion ; beſeeching 
Gop, that he would make the name of Solomon, bet- 
ter than his name; and the throncof Salomon, grea- 
ter than his throne. Upon the hearing of which, 
David bowed himſelf upon the bed, in prayer, and 
thankſgiving to Gop, who had given him a ſon, to 
fit upon his throne, under the ſingular ſatisfaction of 
being himſelf witneſs to the honaur, and bounty, 
beſtowed upon him. 

Upon hearing this ſurpriſing relation, Adonijab, 
and his gueſts, ſtruck with terror, (for nothing 1s 
more cowardly, or confuſed, than an anticipated re- 
bel} quickly diſperſed. Adenijab, conſcious of his 
crime, fled to the altar, and the reſt, to their ſeveral 
houſes. | 

News was quickly brought to Solomon, That Ado- 
nijab had laid hold on the horns of the altar, and 
would not ſtir thence, 'till Solomon ſhould ſwear to 
ſpare his life: upon hearing of which, Solomon im- 
mediately declared, That if he behaved himſelf, 
for the future, as a worthy man, a hair of his head 
ſhould not be touched ; but if wickedneſs were found 
in him, he ſhould die. | 

Upon this aſſurance, Adonijah waited upon the 
king, and ſubmitted himſelf to him : and Solomon 
ſent him to his own houſe, in peace. 


CHAP. 
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CH AP. XXI. 


A ſhort Dioreſſion, being an Eſſay upon the Character 
* of Bathſheba. 


P ON peruſing the hiſtory of David's fall, I 

found almoſt every commentator I met with, 
ſevere upon the character of Bathſheba : ſome treat- 
ing her (at leaſt in their inſinuations) as a light, and 
lewd woman ; others, as ſwayed by ambition, in her 
commerce with David ; and all, as an hypocrite, in 
mourning, for her huſband. 

On the other hand, I found her, after this, the 
wife of a great, and wiſe king ; the mother of a 
great, and wiſe king; and, remotely, the mother 
even of the Mrss ian. Upon further inquiry, I 
found her honoured, by that great, and wiſe king, 
her huſband, with the ſureſt marks of true friendſhip, 
and .elteem, in the decline of life, when paſſion 
could make no part of their commerce. I found 
her honoured, in a very diſtinguiſhed manner, by 
that great, and wiſe king, her ſon *, when he was 
in full poſſeſſion of the ſupreme power; and, con- 
ſequently, when no ſuſpicion of intereſt could abate 
the merit of his duty . I found that father, com- 
manding his ſon, to liſten to the wiſe, and ſalutary 
monitions of his mother: and I found precepts, 
ſaid to be of that mother, and recorded by that 
fon, perfectly tallying with thoſe monitions. And 
{rom thence I concluded, as all antient critics, and 


moſt 


1 Kings ii 19. Ard the king roſe wh to meet Jer, and bowed 
himſelf unto her, and ſat down or his throne, and cauſed a ſeat to 
be let for the kins's mother ; and foe ſat on bis right-hand. 

+ If it be urged. that So/omor's ſubſequent behaviour to his 

mother. in relation to her petition, in favour of Auonijab, is not 

reſpects); I infwer, by owning, that he there breaks out into a 

pation, witch neither became him as a king, or as a fon: but it 

navit, at the me de, of dmitted. that this paſ.on was ſubſe- 
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moſt moderns have done, that the mother of Lemuel 
was Bathſheba. Is it poſſible, I then meditated with 
myſelf, that ſuch a father, and ſuch a ſon, could be 
deceived, in the character of that woman, for a 
courſe of years? Or if they were, could the eye of 
Providence miſtake her ? 

I then revolved her hiſtory, from the beginning, 
with the utmoſt care, and exactneſs I was capable 
of; and ſeriouſly acknowledge, (it may be, to the 
ſhame of my ſagacity) that I never could find any 
thing in it, on which to ground the leaſt cenſure, or 
fuſpicion of levity, or lewdneſs, of hypocriſy, or 
ambition. 

It was not her fault, that ſhe was fair; it was no 
crime, in a hot clime, and in the cloſe of the day, 
to bathe herſelf, for coolneſs, and cleanlineſs, if not 
for legal pollutions. Suppoſe, ſhe did this in her 
garden, (which, I verily believe, the did not) the 
hiſtory of Suſanna, a lady no way blemiſhed in her 
character of chaſtity, ſhews this practice, not un- 
cuſtomary in that country, nor any way accounted 
criminal. Doth it appear, that ſhe was ſeduced by 
inordinate appetite, or by any views of ambition, to 
violate her duty, to Gop, and her huſband ? Not 
in the leaſt. Flad theſe been her incitements, quite 
other meaſures had been taken ; the intercourſe had 
then been tranſacted in ſecrecy, and by a ſingle 
meſſenger. The truth is, David's paſſions were too 
unruly to brook delay : the text telis us, be ſent 
meſſengers, and tot ber (there was no time allowed, 
either for temptations, or terms); and had criminal 
commerce with her. More than this we know not, 
but that foe ſenttificd berſelf fron ber pollution, and 
returned xo her bouſe — In the original it is, And ſbe 
foncctifemg berſelf, &c. And it is remarkable, that 
this action is expreſſed in a form of conjuggation, 
which implies diligence, and ſolicitude. Now, 

ſuppoſe 

A word, that ſometimes implies force, in the Scriptures, aud 
ways an incapacity of refillance, in che thing taken, 
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ſuppoſe this word to ſignify no more, than her care, 
and anxiety, to be purified, from the legal pollution 
of her commerce, with David, is there no preſump- 
tion of religious impreſſions, of a ſenſe, and abhor- 
rence of guilt, in that ſolicitude? Conſidering it 
merely as a ceremonial, David was bound to it, 
as well as ſhe : Why, then, are the Scriptures ſilent, 
upon this head, with regard to him ? Certainly, they 
would not, if he had expreſſed the ſame ſolicitude. 
The reader will make his own inferences. 

It is evident enough, that David's paſſion was not 
indulged to ſatiety, nor followed with averſion ; he 
forced her not from him, as Amnon did Tamar. Had 
pleaſure, or ambition been her purpoſe, ſhe could 
not have wanted pretences, ſufficiently plauſible, for 
continuing it longer ; perhaps, for going no more to 
her own houſe. 

What followed next? Bathfheba found herſelf 
pregnant : Did ſhe take that occaſion to tempt David 
anew, to continue, or repeat the criminal commerce ? 
(Did ever a fairer occaſion offer ?) Quite otherwiſe 
ſhe ſeems carefully to have kept out of his ſight ; 
and only ſent, to let him know her condition : Could 
modeſty do more? For my own part, I ſee not the 
leaſt traces of levity, or lewdnefs, in this conduct: 1 
imagine, I ſee in it the ſure marks of injured, and 
diſtreſſed innocence. 

And here, let me be allowed to obſerve, that this 
conduct in David, and Bathſheba, is, perhaps, as 
ſtrong an inſtance of refined virtue, as ever was 
known : A man, ſeduced by too ſtrong a tempta- 
tion, to one act of guilt, and, from that moment, 
religiouſly abſtaining, from one repetition of it (the 
likeing, and the deſire ſtill continuing); nay, when 
he knew it could not be aggravated, with regard to 
Uriah ; when he knew, that Bathſbeba was with child! 
Would to Gop, that all, or any of thoſe, who inſulr 
David's fall, could glory in any thing, like this ab- 
ſtinence, and ſclt-denial ! For my own part, b 2 

ave 
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I have no idea of any thing more refined, in religion, 
or more heroic, in virtue. To be above the reach of 
temptation, is to be more than the ſons of Adam; 
but religiouſly, and ſteadily to abſtain from every 
occaſion of it, is the ſureſt character of the ſons of 
Gop. | 
It muſt be owned, there is ſomething very ſur- 
priſing, in Uriab's never once ſeeing his wife, when 
David ſent for him to court. But, as the ſacred wri- 
ters ſhew this, only in the light of an heroic reſolu- 
tion in him, I ſhall not take upon me to contemplate 
upon it, in any other but this, That the hand of 
Gon was evidently in it, in order to bring David's 
ſecret guilt, to public infamy, for reaſons, beſt 
known to infinite wiſdom. All that I have more to 
add, is, only to obſerve, that, if Batbſheba was in 
nocent, (as, I verily believe, ſhe was) the providence 
of Gop was ſingularly gracious to her, in guarding 
her from the diſtreſs of ſuch an interview. 

It is, I think, agreed on all hands, that Bathſheba 
had no ſhare in her huſband's murder, nor was, in 
any degree, privy to it; ſhe, nN thought, he 
ſell by the common fate of war: and, therefore, 
when the Scriptures inform me, that ſhe mourned 
for him, upon the news of his death, I cannot refine 
fo far, as to pronounce, ſhe did not do fo, ſcriouſly, 
and ſincerely. Uriah was a brave man, and, it he be- 
haved himſelf, with the ſame honour, and fidelity, 
to his wite, as he did, to his prince, his country, and 
kis religion, (and, ſurely, the preſumption, that he 
did, is ſtrong in his favour) he was well intitled to 
her higheſt eſteem. To injure, or do indignity to, 
ſuch a man, even by force, were matter of ſuſſicient 
concern to a generous, and an uprighit ſpirit ; and 
to reſlect upon having done it, unforgiven, the great- 
eſt aggravation of diſtreſs. 

When the time of her mourning was over, David 
took her to his houſe, and ſhe became hit wife : had he 
dec med her a light, or a libertine woman, he would, 
in 
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in all probability, not have placed her in the palace; 
or placed her there, under a lower character. Nor 
can I imagine, why he ſhould diſtinguiſh her, in this 
manner, unleſs from a principle of repairing, to the 
utmoſt of his power, the injury he had done her. 
And it is remarkable, that there 1s no mention made 
of any other wife, taken by David, after this — 
Abiſbag, who was not taken to any of the purpoſes 
of marriage); nor does it at all appear, from the 
Scriptures, that he had any other child, by any other 
woman, after this *. 

Fo all this may be added, That, when Gop ſent 
Ivatban, to rebuke David for his guilt, there was 
no ſhare of the guilt charged upon Bathſheba. Now 
we learn from the hiſtory of Abab, and Fezebel, that 
wacn two perſons ſhared in the ſame guilt, and Gop 
ſent his prophets to rebuke it, it was not the way of 
thoſe prophets to reprove one criminal, and leave the 
other uncenſured. FJezebel, who contrived the mur- 
der of Naboth, had, indeed, the moſt ſignal ſhare in 
the judgments of Gon, denounced againſt it; but 
Ahab, who concurred + in it, had alſo his ſhare to 
the full. Now Nathan was ſo far from cenſuring 
Patkſheba, that he placed her, rather in a light of in- 
nocence : and, indeed, what can be an apter emblem 
of innocence, than a little lamb ? And, for my own 
part, I ſhall not pretend, to ſee more clearly, into 
this affair, than Nathan did. 

But what completes the character of Bath/beba, is, 
her own advice to her ſon, and his encomium upon 
her ( Prov. xxxi. ) : the firſt ſhews her a wiſe woman; 
and the ſecond, an excellent wife, in every circum- 

P p ſtance 


It is indeed ſaid, 1 Chron. iii. 5. Theſe four by Bath-hua, 
the daughter f Ammiel. Then immediately follows, IBbar aff, 
&c. without mention of any other mother. Why then, might 
not theſe be the ſame ? 
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ſtance of that character j. Solomon tells us, in the 
fourth chapter of his Proverbs, at the third verſe, 
that he was tender, and only beloved, in the fight of bis 
mot ber: and the beginning of the lecture to Lemuel, 
in this chapter, (Prov. xxxi. 2.) where his mother 
breaks out, at once, into ſuch exceſs of tenderneſs, 
What, my fon the ſon of my womb ! the ſon 
of my vows !——is, to me, a fine comment upon 
that paſſage. 

David had admoniſhed his ſon, (Prov. vi. 20, 
Sc.) io keep the commandment of bis father, and not 
forſake the lawo of his mother, &c. For (ver. 23.) the 
commandment (lays he) is a lamp, and the law is light, 
and reproofs of inſtruction are the ways of life, io keep 
zbee from the evil cooman—And can there be a greater 
uniformity, than betwixt that monition, and this; 
Gree not thy ſtrength unto women, nor thy ways to that, 
which deſirove!h kings? And may not the reproots, 

that 


I know ſome modern critics have, contrary to the unanimous 
judgment. and tradition of all antiquity, raiſed ſome ſcruples, up- 
on this head ; as if Lemuel were not Solomon, but ſome other king, 
they knew not who. I have examined them, with all the care, 
and candour I am capable of, and conclude, upon the whole, 
that their objections were ſuch, as my readers of beſt under- 
ſtanding would be little obliged to me, either for retailing, or re- 
futing——1 ſhall barely mention that of greateſt weight: it is 

thue ; That his mother, thrice in this chapter, when ſhe calls 
him her ſon, makes uſe of the word bar, to expreſs it by; a 
word, no-where uſed throughout the whole Old Teſtament, ex- 
cept in the ſecond Pſalm, at the twelfth verſe. This then is the 
firength of the obje d ion That Solanon cannot be Lemuel, be- 
cauſe Leme/'s mother calls him ſon, by a word, which no ſacred 
writer ever made uſe of before, except Solomon's father, a 
like occaſion. Beſides, the very name ſufficiently ſhews 1 * 
to be Solomon ; for Lemuel ſigniſies belonging to God: And to whom 
can this, pothbly, be 2 ſo properly as to Solomon, to whom 
Gop expreſly declared, he would be a Lr 2 Sam. vii. 14. 

* Ac critics have conſidered the firſt nine chapters of the Pro- 
werbs, only as a preface, to what is properly called the book of 
Proverbs, the attentive reader will find all the precepts, from the 
beginning of the fourth chapter to the end of the ninth, to be 

only recitals, of David's inilructions, to his fon Selemon, 
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that follow, juſtly be intitled, reproofs of inſtruc- 


tion ? 

When theſe reproofs of inſtruction are recited, then 
follows a poem, in praife of an accompliſhed wo- 
man: and, ſurely, nothing can be more natural, 
than the judgments of the beſt critics upon it ; that 
Lemuel here charatterizes his mother, in a poem 
written in honour of her: and if this mother be 
Bathſheba, as, I think, there is little doubt but it is, 
then, is her conduct to Ur:ab fully juſtified, in theſe 
words : The heart of her . doth ſafely truſt in 
ber, ſo that he ſhall 4 no need of ſpoil. This ſeems 
to me, peculiarly to characterize the prudent, and 
faithful wife of a generous ſoldier : the huſband of 
ſuch a wife, was under no neceſſity of enriching him- 
ſelf, by the vices of his profeſſion ; her trugal, and 
prudent management of his affairs would, undoubt- 
edly, do it: and who knows, but this reflection, 

might have been added, to wipe oft ſome aſperſions, 
caſt upon Bathſheba ? ef pecially, when we conſider 
the words, that immediately follow, which acquit 
her of any ſhare, in the guilt of his death : She will 
do him good, and not evil, all the days of his life. 

It theſe reaſonings be right, (and I am greatly de- 
ceived, if they be not) then, I think, far from vili- 
tying the character of Bathſheba, her ſon may be 
fairly juſtified, in concludeing of her, as he does, 
der. 29, &c. Many daughters hade done virtuouſly, but 
thou excelleſt has. all. Favour is deceitful, and beauty 
vain ; but a woman, that feareth the Lord, ſhe ſhall be 
praiſed! give ber of the fruit of her hands, and let ber 
own works praiſe her in the gates. 
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CHAP. XXII. 


David calls an Aſſembly of his People, in which Solo- 
mon's Election to the Throne is confirmed. His 


Speech, and Thankſgiving to GoD, upon that Occa- 
fron. His laſt Inſtructions to bis Son Solomon. * 
OT 


14 ER David's reſentment, at Adonijah's 
late attempt upon the crown, or the joy con- 
ceived by him, at ſeeing his ſon Solomon ſeated, upon 
the throne, and God's promiſes to him, and his own 
to Bathſheba, ſo happily fulfilled, rouſed him from 
his languor, and gave a new ſpring to his blood; or 
whether his diſorder was one of thoſe loads, under 


which languid nature ſometimes labours, until, aided th 
by exterior, vital, warmth, it is enabled to throw it T. 


off, (inſtances of which are well known in the world, 
and famed in hiitory) we cannot fay : we are only 
informed thus far; That he recovered his ſtrength, pr 
and ſpirits to ſuch a degree, before he died, as tec 
to be able to call an aſſembly of his people, and 
get his election of Solomon to the throne confirmed 
m it. 


This aſſembly was compoſed of all orders, and 


degrees of men, of eminence, in the nation, both for 
civil, and military: David (ſaith the text) aſſembled int 
ei! the princes of Iſrael, the princes of the tribes, and hit 


tne capialus of the companies, that miniſtered to the king 
by courje, and the captains over the thouſands, and the 
capi ius over the hundreds, and the tewards over all the 
Sirftonce, cuil Fe on of the king, and cf his ſuns, with 
Gwe ChECCTS, and tt ine mighty men, and with all the 
Tagen, nien, in'9 Jeruſalem. 

hen they were convened, David addreficd him- 


lait to ther in a ſpeech, the molt natural, and un- — 
laboured cr any 1 rave ever met with; but at the 2 


ſame ume, as cvcry ſentence in it flows clearly, wy at 


Ks. 
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the fulneſs of his heart, every thing he ſays, affects, 
and intereſts the hearer, and carries him directly into 
all the ſpeaker's views. 

To do juſtice to this oration, I ſhould tranſcribe it 
intire ; but I choſe rather to ſele& ſome few paſſages 
from it, that ſo, by raiſing the unſcriptural reader's 
curioſity, I may ſend him with more eagerneſs to the 
original. 

It is probable, that the king had a throne 
erected in the aſſembly, and that he, and his ſon 
ſat together upon it : although the ſacred hiſtorian 
informs us no further, than that David the king ftood 
up upon his feet, and ſaid Ilear me, my brethren, and 
my people. ; : 

When he had thus engaged their attention, by 
theſe kind compellations ; he proceeds to tell them, 
That he had it in his heart to build an houſe of reſt, 
for the Ark of the Covenant of the Lok b, and for 
2 foot-ſtool for his, and their Gop ; and had made 
preparations accordingly ; but was expreſly prohibi- 
ted by God, to procted in the work, (becauſe he had 
been a man of war, and liad ſhed blood) who had 
choſen his ſon Solomon to carry it on, and complete 
it; with ſolemn aſſurances of eſtabliſhing his throne, 
if he continued in his duty, and obedience. And, 
foraſmuch as the happineſs of his people, was nearly 
intereſted in this eſtabliſhment, he proceeds to apply 
himſelf to them, in the following manner : 

Now, therefore, in the fight of all Iſrael, the congre- 
gation of the Lord, and in the audience of our God, 
keep, and ſeek for, all the commandments of the Lord, 

your Cod; that ye may poſſeſs this good land, and 
leave it for an inheritance to your children after you, 
for ever. 

Then turning to his ſon, with a noble apoſtrophe 
Aud thou, Solomon, my fon, know thou the God of thy 
father, and ſerve him with a perfect heart, and with 
a willing mind: for the Lord ſearcheth all hearts, and 

P p 3 underſtandeth 
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nnderflandeth all the imaginations of the thonghts : if 
thou ſeek lim, be vill be found of thee ; but if thou 
forſake him, he will caſt thee off for ever. Take beed 
noto; for the Lord hath choſen thee, to build an houſe 
for the ſanctuary: be ftrong, and do it. 

How ſtrongly does he urge the obligations, that 
lay upon him, to proſecute the work, with all poſ- 
ſible attention, and application, from the diſtinguiſh- 
ed honour done him, by Almighty Gop, by his 
ſpecial deſignation of him, to that noble office 
Then David gave Solomon the plan of the whole 
work, with all its courts, treaſuries, and apartments, 
all which he had by the Spirit ; with a complete 
ſcheme of the whole temple-ſervice ; courſes of the 
prieſts, Levites, officers, and attendants of all kinds, 
with exact patterns of all inſtruments, veſſels, and 
utenſils, for every kind of ſervice; together with 
ſufficient quantitics of the ſeveral metals, of which 
they were to be formed ; gold by weight, for things 
of gold; and ſilver, for things of ſilver. 

This done, David again exhorts his ſon, to reſo- 
lution, and vigour, in carrying on the work; and 
aſſures him of the aſſiſtance both of the people, and 
princes, towards it. | 

Then turning to his people, he tells them, That 
Solomon, his fon, whom alone Gop had choſen, for 
ti:is mighty undertaking, was young, and tender, 
ard the work great ; for the palace was not for man, 
but the LoR D GOD: That, as for himſelf, he had 
made the beſt preparations he could for it; gold, 
and filver, braſs, and iron, and wood, and precious 
ſtones of all kinds, and colours: moreover, becauſe 
Pe had fer his affections, upon the houſe of his Gop, 
he had, over and above all his other preparations, 
Provided of his own proper goods, three thou and 
Ic cute of pre gold of Ophir, and ſeven thouſand tattn!s 
of refine! fi ger, to overlay the walls of the ho:/es. 
Ard when he had faid this, he put the queſtion di- 

rectly 
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rely to them, and aſked, V amongſt them was 
willing lo conſecrate his ſervice, that day unto the Lord? 
Upon which, the chief men of the affembly con- 
tributed chearfully to the work ; and made up, 
amongſt them, hve thouſand talents of gold, and 
ten thouſand drachms; and of filver, ten thouſand 
talents; and of braſs, eighteen thouſand talents ; and 
one hundred thouſand talents of iron : to which were 
added precious ſtones of various kinds, by all ſuch 
as had them. Then (ſaith the ſacred hiſtorian) the 
people rejoiced; for they offered willingly to the Lord: 
and David the king alſo rejoiced, with great joy. Where- 


fore David +. of the Lord, before all the congregation : 


and David ſaid, Bleſſed be thou, Lord God of Ifrael, our 


father, for ever ond ever. 


Thine, O Lord, is the greatneſs, and the power, and 
the glory, and the victory, and the majeſty ! For all that is 
in the heaven, and in the earth, is thine. Thane is the king- 
dom, O Lord, and thou art exalted, as Ilead, above all. 

Both riches, and honour come of thee, and thou reigneſt 
over all — And in thine band it is, to make great, and 
to give ſtrengil' unto all. 

Now, therefore, our God, wwe thank ihee, aud praije 
thy glorious name. 

But who am 1, and what is my people that we 
fpould be able to offer ſo wiltinglv, after this ſor! ? for 
all thinss come of thee, and of thine own bade we 
given thee. For wwe are ſtrangers before thee, and 
fojourners, as were all our father Ss eur days on thz 
earth are as a ſhadow, and there is none abiding. 

O Lord, aur God, ail this flore, that we have pre- 
pared, tio build thee an. houſe, for thine holy name, 
cometh cf thine own hand, and is all thine crix. 

1 know alſo, my God, that thou irigſt the heart, ans 
hoſt pleaſure in uprig tuch. 

As for me, in the wprightnefs of mine hear, I have 
willingly offered all theſe things : and noc: hove I jeen 
with joy thy peopie, which are preſent here, to offer 


iu unio Wee. 
Pp 4 O Lord 
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O Lord, God of Abraham, Iſaac, and Iſrael, our 
fathers, keep this for ever, in the imagination of the 
thoughts of the heart of thy people, and prepare their 
heart unto thee. 

And give unto Solomon, my ſon, a perfett heart, to 
keep thy commandments, thy teſtimonies, and thy ſta- 
tutes ; and to do all theſe things ; and to build the palace, 
for the which I have made proviſion. 

And David ſaid to all the congregation, Now bleſs 
the Lord, your God. 

And all the congregation bleſſed the Lord God of their 
fathers, and bowed their beads, and worſhipped the 
Lord, and the king. 

Hnd they ſacrificed ſacrifices unto the Lord, and 
offered burnt-offerings unto the Lord, on the merrow 
after that day; even a thouſand bullocks, a thouſand 
rams, and a thouſand lambs, with their drink-offerimgs, 
and ſacrifices, in abundance for all Iſrael : 

And did eat, and drink before the Lord, on that day, 
with great gladneſs. And they made Solomon, the ſon 
of David, king, the ſecond time; and anointed him 
unto the Lord, to be the chief governor, and Zadok to 
be prieſt. 

I cannot help adding, that when J lift up my eyes 
to heaven, the true fountain of all excellent endow- 
ments, and diſpoſitions ; and contemplate the great- 
neſs of David's ſoul, the nobleneſs of his ſentiments, 
and the humility of his heart, all calculated, con- 
ſpiring, and bent upon the one great purpoſe, of 
promoting the glory of Gop, and, in conſequence 
of that, perpetuating the felicity of his people ; I 
cannot help looking down, upon all the other princes 
of the earth, with pity . 


David 


+ Particularly, a late profligate prince of our own; who, in- 
ſtead of contributing to make S. Pauls church, what the archi- 
tet had deſigned it, the glory of his nation, and capital, piached 


Forty thouſand pounds from the fund, aſſigned for ig, to very 
ſhameful purpoſes. | 
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David ſcems to have ſurvived but a very little 
while, after this great, and ſignal tranſaction of his 
reign : but before he expired, he ſent for Solomon; 
told him his condition, "That he was going the way 
of all the earth; and exhorted him to fortitude, and 
manly reſolution, in the conduct of his life; and, 
well knowing, that true religion was the only ſolid 
ſupport of true fortitude, folemnly charged him, 
with his dying breath, to pay a ſtrict obedience to 
the commands of Gop, and continue ſtedfaſt in his 
duty to him; as he hoped for his protection, and 
favour, and the continuance of his poſterity, upon 
the throne ; as Gop had promiſed they ſhould, zf 
they tock heed lo their way, to walk before him in truth, 
with all their heart, and with all their ſoul. 

He next reminded him of Joab's diſobedience, 
to his own commands, in relation to Mſalom, toge- 
ther with his repeated murders : and charged him 
not to let them go unpuniſhed ; a charge as wiſe, 
as it was juſt! Nor did he forget, even in the 
article of death, the gratitude he owed to Barillai, 
tic Gileadite; but intreated his ſon to renew it, in 
his poſterity, with the diſtinguiſhed honour of let- 
ting them be of thoſe who eat at his own table : 
and concluded with adviſing him, in relation to 
Shimet , whom although he himſelf had pardoned, 
his ton ſhould not hold him guiltleſs; but (as the 
text is generally underſtood) bring his boar bead to 


the grave with blood: An advice, greatly, but, as I 
think, unjuſtly, cenſured as revengeful, and cruel ; 
as ſhall be ſhewn hereafter. 
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CH A P. XXIII. 
Some Account of the Temple-Service. David's Death. 


AVING, in the laſt chapter, mentioned the 

ſcheme of the temple-ſervice, delivered by 
David, to Solomon, together with the plans of the 
buildings, and pattern of the utenſils ; I hope, I 
ſhall be indulged, in endeavouring to give the com- 
mon reader ſome idea of that ſervice, as far as I can 
collect it, from the ſacred writings ; referring my 
readers, of more curioſity, to ſuch as have written, 
profeſſedly, upon that ſubject, 

David had, in the preceding part of his reign, 
ſettled the ſervice of the tabernacle, both at Gibeon, 
and Jeruſalem ; but as thoſe ſcenes were ſmall, and 
the neceſſary attendants few, another regulation was 
now neceſſary, for the ſervice of the temple, which 
was incomparably more magnificent. Accordingly, 
this regulation was made, and eſtabliſhed by Go» 
himſelf, as we learn from 2 Chron. xxix. 25. where 
we are informed, that when Hezetiab reſtored the 
fervice of the temple, he jet the Levites in the houſe 
of the Lord, with cymbals, with pſalteries, and with 
barps, according to the commandment of David, and of 
Cad, the king's feer, and Nathan, the prophet : for ſo 
was the commandment of the Lord, by his prophets. 

But we mult take this matter higher, in order to 
form a clearer conception of it. 

Levi had three ſons, Gerſbon, Kohath, and Merari. 
From the ſecond of theſe were deſcended Moſes, and 
Aaron. Aaron, and his deſcendants, were ſet apart 
and conſecrated for the prieſthood, by the ſpecial 
appointment of Almighty Gop *. And the reſt of 
their brethren, the other deſcendants of Levi, were 
appointed to attend them, and miniſter unto them, 
in things ſacred. And among theſe, were the = 
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of Moſes; without any diſtinction, or pre- eminence, 
above their brethren, the other deſcendants of Levi: 
which, moſt certainly, was not the work either of 
human ambition, pride, or policy. Nay more ; we 
hear of no honour, or office of dignity, borne by any 
one of them, for about five hundred years ; until 
David made Shebuel, the ſon of Gerſhom, the ſon of 
Moſes, ruler of the treaſures; and ſet his brethren, 
by Eliezer, over the treaſures of the dedicated things 
(1 Chron. xxvi. 24, 25, 26.) 

The peculiar office of Aaron, and his deſcendants, 
is thus explained (1 Chron. xxill. 13.): And Aaron 
was ſeparated, that he ſhould ſanttify the moſt holy things, 
he, and his ſons for ever; to burn incenſe before the 
Lord, to miniſter unto him, and to bleſs, in bis nar, 
for ever. And we learn, from many parts of thc 
Scripture, that a principal part of this miniſtration, 
was the offering up of ſacrifices, and blowing with 
trumpets over them, on the days of their gladneſs, and 
new moons (Numb. x. 10.). 

The ſeveral parts, and branches of the Levitical 
office, are ſummed up, 1 Chron. xxiii. at the 28th, 
and following verſes. From whence we learn, that 
it was their buſineſs to wait upon the ſons of Aaron, 
for the ſervice of the houſe of the Lox, in all its 

rts. To them belonged the care, and the cleanſe- 


ing, of all its courts, chambers, and veſſels of ail 


kinds; the keeping of all its treaſures, and the 
ſtandards of all meaſure, and ſize, and all things ne- 
ceſſary for the burnt-offerings, and mcat-offerings ; 
the proviſion of the ſhew-bread, fine flour, unleaven- 
ed bread, incenſe, &c. It was their buſineſs to at- 
tend upon the morning, and evening ſervice of the 
temple, to celebrate the praiſes of Gon, and give 
him thanks : ſome with voices, and ſome with mu- 
fical inſtruments of various kinds. In one word, 
they were the guards, treaſurers, ſtewards, choir, 
band of muſic, and chamberlains, of this = pa- 

ce. 
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lace. And the Nethinims miniſtered under them, as 
menial ſervants, in all the meaner offices. 

By the appointment of Moſes, the Levites were 
numbered from thirty years * old, and upwards, for 
the ſervice of the tabernacle. And according to 
that regulation, their numbers, and appointments 
ſtood thus, in the days of David : Their whole num- 
ber was thirty-eight thouſand ; of which twenty-four 
thouſand were to ſet forward the work of the houſe 
of the Loxd ; ſix thouſand were officers, and jud ges; 
four thouſand were to be the guards Þ of the temple ; 
and four thouſand were to praiſe the Lok b, with the 
muſical inſtruments, which David had invented for 
that purpoſe : but as the ſervice of the temple re- 
quired a vaſt many more hands, than the ſervice of 
the tabernacle, by David's laſt regulation, (doubtleſs, 
authorized by divine appointment) the Zevites were 
ſeparated for the ſervice of Gop, from twenty years 
old, and upwards ; which added conſiderably to the 
numbers now mentioned, in their ſeveral appoint- 
ments, and provinces. 

David, not long before his death, gathered toge- 
ther all the princes of [frael, with the prieſts, and 
the Levites; and, in their preſence, divided the 
prieſts, into twenty-four courſes, by lot, under the 
principal men of Aarcu's deſcendants, to be gover- 
nors of the ſanctuary, and governors of the houſe 
of God ; and had them regiſtered, according to the 

order, 


There is a difficulty in this point, which ſhould be recon- 
ciled : By che appointment in the fourth chapter of Numbers, 
verſe the third, the Lewites were to enter to the ſervice of the 
tabernacle from thi: ty years, and upward ; wheren-, Numb. viii. 
24. they are ordered to wait upon the ſervice of the tabernacle, 
from twenty-five years old, and upward. But this is reconciled 
by Maimonides, who favs they were obliged to ſpend five ycars, 
in learning the duties of their miniſtry, before they were adinitted 
to miniſter, in the court of the prieſts. 

+ So the word ſhould be wanſlated, which in our Exgliſb ver- 
ſion is interpreted porters. 
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order, in which their lot fell, by Sbemaiab, the ſcribe, 
in the preſence of the king, and princes, and Zadok, 
the prieſt, and Abimelech, the ſon of Abiathar * ; 
each courſe to pay a weekly attendance, at the 
temple, in their turn. The other Levites he divided 
in the ſame manner, under the ſeveral heads of 
their families, and according to their ſeveral offices. 
And then ſetting courſe againſt courſe, he made them 
caſt lots for the order, in which they were to officiate, 
without any regard to ſeniority,or dignity ; and alſo to 
determine what courſe of guards, ſingers, &c. ſhould 
attend, with the correſpondent courſe of prieſts. 

This inſtitution carried one great national advan- 
tage with it (and, poſſibly, many more, not now 
to be recounted, or conceived) ; inaſmuch as this 
weekly circulation of prieſts, and Levites, as well as the 
monthly one of the military men, inlarged acquain- 
tance, diffuſed friendſhip, and circulated the civility, 
and politeneſs of the court, and arts, and elegance 
of the capital, together with religion, throughour 
the realm. | 

The men ſkilled in ſong, were found to be two 
hundred eighty-eight : and, therefore, by this regu- 
lation, twelve of theſe were to ſtand with cymbals, 
pſalteries, and harps, on common days, (and the 
whole number, upon the great feſtivals) every ng, 
to thank, and praiſe the Lord, and likewiſe at even F: 
and were joined by, at leaſt, one hundred and ſixty- 
ſix of their brethren, who praiſed the Lox b, upon 
inſtruments of various ſorts, on common days ; and 
by, at Jeaſt, four thouſand, upon the great feſtivals, 

We learn from the firſt chapter of St. Luke, that 
when the prieſt went into the temple, to offer the 
incenſe, the whole multitude of the people were at 
their prayers without. And we learn from this 
regulation of David's, that when the anthem began, 

It 


® 1 Cron. xxiv. 6. 
+ 1 Chen. xxiii. 30. 
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it was performed by twelve voices, accompanied by, 
at leaſt, one hundred and ſixty- ſix inſtruments. | 

It is agreed, on all hands, that the number of 
ſingers in the temple, muſt not be leſs than twelve; 
but might be increaſed as much as was thought pro- 

r; and muſt, in the ordinary courſe of thin 

ve been increaſed ; becauſe the children of theſe 
ſingers, being bred to the profeſſion of their parents, 
were admitted into the temple with them, to make 
the chorus more complete. 

The number of the particular kinds of muſical 
inſtruments, employed in the temple ſervice, is no- 
where determined; but the Jets are of opinion *, 
that the trumpets could not be leſs than two, nor 
more than one hundred and twenty: not leſs, be- 
cauſe of Gopꝰs command, Numb. x. 2. to make two 
trumpets ; nor more than one hundred and twenty, 
becauſe no more were made uſe of, at the dedication 
of the temple, 2 Chron. v. 12. 

This is a ſhort, imperfect ſketch of the divine 
worſhip, inſtituted by David ; as it was celebrated, 
in its ordinary magnificence : A magnificence, which, 
even in this imperfect account of it, the greateſt 
princes of our world are not now able to equal, upon 
the greateſt occaſions! And as to that of the great 
feſtivals, not all the princes of Europe, combined, 
a re able to come up to it, 

David well knew of what vaſt conſequence, the 
eſtabliſhment of the publick worſhip of Gos, in 
true piety, and purity, was, to the virtue, and feli- 
city of a people ; inaſmuch as all religion depends 
upon it, and would, without it, abſolutely fail, and 
ceaſe from amongſt men, in the compaſs of a few 
ycars, and, therefore, wiſely judgedit adviſeable, to 
allure men to it, by all the advantages of a graceful, 
ſolemn, and delightful magnificence. And to this 


end, there is good ground to bclieve from the text, 
„ = 
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that the inlargement of the number of men, aſſign- 
ed to the ſeveral offices of religion, was the laſt pub- 
lick act of David's life, 1 Chron. xxiii. 27 *. Blef- 
ſed concluſion of a life gloriouſly employed, and 
ended ! employed in chaſtizing iniquity, in extirpa- 
ting inveterate, and incorrigible corruption, in in- 
largeing his dominions, to the bounds aſſigned them 
by Almighty Gop, in eſtabliſhing his people in 
peace, and happineſs, and doing juſtice, and judg- 
ment ; but chiefly employed in propagating the glo- 
ry of Gop, with ardent, and inceſſant zeal! And 
ended, in inlarging the dignity, and magnificence of 
his worſhip, with his laſt breath 

Thus, in the ſtyle of the ſacred writer, 1 Chron. 
xxix. 26, 27, 28. David, the ſon of Jeſſe, reigned 
over all Iſrael. And the time that be reigned over 
Iſrael, was forty years; ſeven years reigned be in He- 
2 and thirty and three years reigned be in Feruſa- 


And he died in a good old age, full of days, riches, 
and honour : and Solomon, his ſon, reigned in bis 


He died with the ſatisfaction of ſeeing his own 
ſon, his ſucceſſor, the wiſeſt, and the hopefulleſt 
prince of the whole carth ; and with the aſſurance of 
Gop's peculiar favour to his poſterity ; from whence 
he had already (in the cleareſt light of prophetick 
viſion) ſeen F the Mzss1an, the Logp of Lite, to 
ariſe ; of whoſe dominion, and the increaſe of bis go- 
vernment, and glory, he well knew (by the Spirit of 
Gop upon him) there ſhall be no end. To Him, with 
the Father, and the Holy Ghoſt, be all honour, and 
power, and praiſe, for evermore. 


For by the laſt words of David. the Levites auere numbered, 


from twenty years old, ons. above. 1 
This appears manifeſtly, from many parts of the P/ainm; 
particularly, the ſeventy-ſecond. . 
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CH AP. XXIV. 


David's Character diſcuſſed, with regard to his Poly- 
gamy, and the Murder of Uriah. 


T is, I hope, by this time, ſufficiently evident, 
to the candid, and conſidering reader, that Da- 
vid was a very extraordinary, and even a wonderiul 
man. 
But ſtill it may be objected, That however Da- 
vid's character may be otherwiſe advantageou'ly di- 
ſtinguiſhed, he is not however acquitted of polyga- 
my, murder, and adultery. 
| Town it; but what will his ingenious calumniators 
gain by the conceſſion ? I know no man exempt from 
error, ſuperior to ſurprize, or out of the reach of 
temptation to ſin. David is himſelf a ſignal inſtance 
to the contrary. But ſtill I cannot think him capable 
of a deliberate, determined, repeated violation of 
the will of Gop, for a ſeries of years. There is 
nothing ſo ſaturnine, ſo black, ſo helliſh, in his com- 
lexion. For this reaſon, I can by no means bring 
myſelf to believe, that he would have continued in 
the fin of polygamy, (as he did) knowing it to be 
a tranſgreſſion. of the law of Gop. Polygamy, I 
humbly apprehend, was more the vice of the age, 
than of David; and, therefore, all the inference that 
T thall make, from his conduct, in that point, is this; 
That, ſelf evident as the law of nature may now 
ſeem, it was then too dark, even for the guidance 
of a prophet, left, in that inſtance, uninſpired. 
Apd vet, if we were to define, and eſtimate this 
Practice, by the rules of reaſon, the natural evils, 
and 11! cor ſequences, which do, and ever muſt await 
it, in the ordinary train of things, ſufficiently de- 
monſtrate it, to be deſtructive of the human felicity 
ancl, contequently, vicious, and unlawful: nay, one 
would tunik, that David himſelf could not fail of 
being 
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being fully convinced, of this truth, from his own 
experience. For what was the effect of his poly- 
gamy, in his own houſe, and to himſelf ? Inceſt, 
murder *, rebellion! The inceſt of two ſons, the 
rebellion, and death of two ſons, and the murder 
of one, by the hand of his brother! And yet, fo 
utterly uninforming is this evidence, from the nature 
of things, unenlightened, and unaided by revelation ; 
that rebellion, murder, and inceſt united, nay, re- 
peated rebellion, repeated inceſt, created no convic- 
tion, in the heart of a David, or a Solomon. 

As to David's guilt in relation to Uriah, I know 
no one that ever yet ſet him up for more than mor- 
tal: and is there ſuch a thing, was there ever ſuch a 
thing, in this world, as an unſinning mortal? our 
bleſſed Saviour, CHRIST Jesvs, only, excepted. 
And is David's character to be meanly eſteemed of, 
upon this account? Shew us thoſe unſinning heroes, 
that are to be preferred to him. They are not, I 
am ſure, Cæſar, nor Alexander, nor Pompey, nor An- 
tony, nor Syila, nor Lyſander, nor even Scipio, how- 
ever illuſtrious, and celebrated, for one inſtance of 
chaſtity F. 

Theſe are, indeed, ſounding, and glorious names, 
which take early poſſeſſion of our higheſt admiration, 
and eſteem : theſe heroes of the Heathen world, 
were actors, in greater, and more ſhining ſcenes. 
Pomp, and prejudice delude our judgments, in their 
favour, and we are apt to think a little king of Ju- 
des contemptible, upon the compariſon ; but we for- 
get, that David did, by his piety, his proweſs, and 

is wiſdom, (aided by the Spirit of Gop) erect him- 
ſelf, from a private man, into the greateſt monarch 
of the Kaſt, or of his age, I had almoſt ſaid, of any 
age: A monarchy, not ſignally great, in extent 8, 
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1 Tamaor, Amnon, Abſalom, Adonijah. 
+ A virtue for which he was, otherwiſe, no way diſtinguiſhed. 
$ Altho* reaching from the Red Sea to mount Libanus (inclu- 


hve), and from the Mediterranean to the Enporates. 
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but ſurprizingly great, in all that conſtitutes the 
true grandeur, and ſtrength of ſtates; men, virtue, 
valour, and wealth. 

Herodotus obſerves of Nerxes, that there were in 
his army, 7:2 wiv Agra, dux & dd, much people, but 
few men ; a great croud, but few ſoldiers; whereas 
all David's army conſiſted of choſen warriors : inſo- 
much that the comparatively little dominion of Ju- 
dea, and its appendages, could, upon any exigency, 
ſend more effective forces into the field, in two days, 
under David, than the whole empire of the Eaſt 
could, in ſo many years, under Darius, or Xerxes. 

This important leſſon hath David left to princes, 
in his own example; as his ſon hath done, in his pre- 
cepts, (Prov. xiv. 28.) In the multitude of people, is 
the king's honour. The true grandeur of princes con- 
ſiſts not, in extending their dominions, but in mul- 
tiplying, and bleſſing their people; and above all, 
in living, and acting in ſuch a manner, as to diffuſe, 
and fix this one precept in their hearts; Fear God, 
and honour the king. 

In one word, we forget that Devid is, in his per- 
ſonal character, vaſtly ſuperior to any one hero, of 
all antiquity. It is, indeed, a mix'd character; and 
where is the character, at leaſt, where is the great 

character, 


* When David ordered the people to be numbered, nab made 
a return of thirteen hundred thouſand valiant men, that drew 
the ſword in 1/-ael, and Judah : that is, there were ſo many men 
of praved, experienced courage; but the whole number of train- 
ed, diſciplined men, in that li:tle ſtate (no mention made of gar- 
riſons, and two whole tribes excluded) were more than a million 
and _ (befides an immenſe number of proiclytes, and tribu* 
taries). 

This account of the matter reconciles, and is the natural in- 
terpretation of, thoſe two paſſages, 2 Sam. xxiv. and 1 Chror. 
xxi. In the firlt of which it is ſaid, That there were, in {7 ac-, 
eight hundred thouſand valiant men, that drew the ſword * and 
in the ſecond it is ſaid, That all they of Hal were a 
thouſaud men, that drew ſword. 
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character, that is not? You may as well expect to 
find a ſun without ſpots, as a great genius. The ut- 
moſt that can be expected is, that the glory ſhould 
be greatly predominant ; and in David, it unqueſtion- 
ably is ſo; is ſo to ſuch a degree, that Cæſar, or 
Alexander, in point of perſonal accompliſhments, and 
true ſublimity of ſoul, are not once to be named 
with him: And however this may, at firſt ſight, 
appear a paradox, I ſhould be ſorry to ſee even an 
enemy, hardy, or ignorant enough, to give them 
the pre-eminence, upon due deliberation. 

It is true, this great man had great blemiſhes : 
let the greateſt of them be calmly, and candidly 
conſidered. 

David's commerce with the wife of Uriah was, 
at worſt, a ſudden, and tumultuous act of guilt : 
his guilt was not, even in the impeachment of the 
prophet, an immate, whom he was wont to enter- 
tain ; but a ſtranger, a traveller, that ſurpriſed him 
—He was aſhamed of it—He would have concealed 
it—He endeavoured —He could not hide it—He 
could not bear to have it expoſed—It muſt be hid 
Nothing but murder could hide it—Uriab muſt 
die, or Bathſheba muſt —Uriah, by the hands of 
Ammon, or Bathſheba, by the hands of juſtice— 
Diſtreſsful, and diſtracting alternative Honour 
would attend the fate of Urieh ; infamy muſt attend 
that of Bathſheba. Uriah was a brave man, and a 
fairhſul ſoldier: Could Dadid ever bear to behold 
the brave man, he had abuſed, made privy to that 
abuſe ? Could that brave man bear to ſurvive that 
abuſe ?— Would not murder, in this cafe, be a kind 
of mercy ? Whereas, on the other hand, to deſert 
Bathſheva, were the height of cruclty—To abandon 
the woman he had undone—to abandon to infamy, 
whom he had feduced {I had almoſt ſaid, forced) 
to guilt Could the loweſt degree of honour allow 
this? Could any degree of humanity endure it? 

n Such 
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Such are the accurſed entanglements of ſin, ſuch the. 
workings, and gradations of it, in the diſtracted, 
bewildered, breaft, that admits it : millions have 
been loſt, in theſe labyrinths of guilt ; but none, 
ſure, in any more intricate, and perplexing, than 
this ! Are all ſuch to be given up, as abandoned ? 
Is there no room for repentance, for amendment, 
for reconciliation, in ſuch a caſe ? Gop forbid ! Is it 
fair then, to conſider David, only in the light of 
guilt ? Or ſhould he, in common juſtice, be eſtima- 
ted, as all other men are, by the main of his life ? 
One thing I will venture to advance ; That the 
man, who reads David's works, conſiders his ex- 
ploits, and weighs his character, (with all its defects) 
and doth not, at the ſame time, find himſelf little, 
and con:emptible, upon the compariſon, needs no 
heavier imputation of vanity, ignorance, and arro- 

gance. | : 
It is but too eaſy to fall into temptation ; and 
what 15 yet worſe, from a leſs guilt to a greater: All 
vice ſtonds upon a precipice, ſay the poets; the 
defcent i: but too ealy * ; the difficulty is to reaſ- 
cend : n: il ons have fallen, have ſinned, as David 
did ; but «ho ever repented, and recovered, like 
him? Revolve; his whole life, before this evil acci- 
dent; it is aimoft one train of a wiſe, a generous, 
a pious, and i valiant conduct! Revolve his whole 
life, from the hon of this guilt, and you will find 
it little eiſe, than one train of humiliation, and re- 
pentarce before Gop ; and this too, even after 
aſvrance oi pardon, from the mouth of Gop him- 
felt, by his prophet : which is in the place of ten 
thouſand proots of a refined piety, and exalted vir- 
tue. 


» This is finely illuflrated, in that emblematical defcription, 
AZ. | 


— — 


Facilis deſcenſus Auerni: 


Sed revocare gradum, ſuperaſque evadere ad auras, 
Hic labor, hoc opus eff 
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tue. Or, if he varied his conduct, it was only from 
penance to praiſe ; to turn all his thoughts, and at- 
tention, to employ his whole heart, and ſoul, to the 
glory, and in the ſervice, of Gop ; of that God, 
who pardoned all his fins, and crowned bim with mercy, 
and loving-kindneſs. And if, after all this, the ſcrip- 
tures are to be reviled, for ſtyling this man, in this 
character, A man after God's own beart, What is to 
be reverenced ? 

And after all, What if this great man's fall ſhould 
be found, upon a fair inquiry, matter of infinite 
conſolation, to thoſe very men, that inſult it moſt ? 
It is to be preſumed, that their reproaches upon Da- 
vid, ariſe from their ſolicitude, for the intereſts of 
virtue; and what if this inſtance of David's fall, 
ſhould be found the trueſt ſupport of that intereſt ? 
Rewards, and puniſhments are allowed to be the 
great engines, by which it hath pleaſed Gor to go- 
vern the moral world. And, therefore, there 1s no- 
thing, in which the intereſt, and felicity of that 
world, is ſo nearly coricerned, as in the rewards of 
virtue, and chaſtiſements of vice. And if fo, T 
challenge all mankind to produce any one inſtance, 
from the foundation of the world, wherein virtue 
was fo ſignally rewarded, and guilt fo ſignally cha- 
ſtiſed , as in that of David; conſequently, in which 
true religion, and true virtue, are ſo nearly, and in- 
timately intereſted, as in the hiſtory of his riſe, and 
fall, and recovery ; his advancement to the divine 
favour, and every earthly honour, by virtue ; his fall 
from both, by fin ; and his recovery, by repentance. 
It will not, I believe, be denied, that if the higheſt 
offence againſt Gop, made a reſtoration to his favour 
deſperate, the cauſe of virtue were undone, and no 
man would attach himſelf to it, upon ſuch terms ; 
upon aſſurance of being finally reprobated, and re- 
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jected by God, upon the firſt fall. Could it be once 
imagined, that mercy made no part of the character 
of the Almighty, he might, indeed, from that mo- 
ment, be dreaded, and deteſted, as a tyrant; but 
he could no more be loved, and revered, as a father. 
And, therefore, David, with as much penetration, 
as piety, begs to be pardoned, and reſtored, to the 
tavour of Gop, from this motive, that, if he were 
ſo treated, he ſhould teach tranſgreſſors the ways of 
God, and ſimmers ſhould be converted unto bim Pſalm 
li. ver. 13. Again, Pſal. cxxx. If thou, Lord, wilt 
be extreme to mark what is done amiſs, O Lord, who 
Hall ſtand? But forgiveneſs is with thee, that thou mayſt 
be feared. i 

Happy for mankind, that there is ſuch an inſtance 
(an authentic inſtance) of falling virtue, and re- 
covering guilt ! An inſtance, ſo fitted to mortify the 
vanity of virtue, and the merit of exalted piety ; 
and to raiſe the power, and price of humble peni- 
tence , to abate the pride of ſelf-ſufficiency, and ſup- 
port the hope of frailty! Who can confide in his 
own ſtrength, when he ſees a Dauid fallen? And 
who can deſpair of divine mercy, when he ſees him 
forgiven ? Sad triumph of ſin, over all that 1s great, 
and excellent, in man ! Glorious triumph of repen- 
ranee, over all that is ſhameful, and dreadful, in 
un! 
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CHA P. XXV. 


David's Charafter conſidered, in Friendſhip, and in 
Enmity. 


S David's is a very diſtinguiſhed character, 
and no one, that I know, hath ever taken the 

ins, to place it, in a true light; the reader will, I 
hope. not think me tedious, if I attempt to inlarge 
a little, upon ſome parts of it; which have, in my 
humble opinion, been much leſs conſidered, than 
they deſerve. 

To begin then : David's is, perhaps, the nobleſt 
inſtance of fricndſhip, yet known to the world (one 
only excepted ) : A friendſhip, which could inſpire 
him, with the generous confidence of truſting the 
ſecret of his divine deſignation to the king:lom, to 
that very man, who was immediately to be affected 
by it! Such a friendſhip implies every thing, that 
generoſity, and magnanimity can inſpire. And that 
Fonathan was fully in this ſecret, appears clearly, 
from 1 Sam. xx. A friendſhip, ſuperior to the rival- 
ſhip of empire, needs no higher praiſe, and fears no 
rival. It is true, 7onathan's unparallelled generoſity 
gave him a noble claim to this confidence; and, on 
the other hand, the unparallelled generoſity of this 
confidence, exacted a ſuitable return, and found it; 
and was, in truth, almoſt ſufficient to inſpire it into 
a ſou], leſs noble, and inlarged, than that of Jona- 
than. But, at the ſame time, it muſt be obſerver, 
that nothing leſs, than a full conviction of David'a 
divine delignation to the throne, could make hiz 
rival in empire, become the guardian of his lite : 
what was, at once, the perfection of picty, and 
friendſhip, upon that ſuppoſition, had been the 
height of folly, and infatuation, upon any other (and 
Tonathan's is too great a Uharacter to be debaſed, by 
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ſuch vile ſurmiſes). I will not take upon me to pro- 
nounce which ought to be preferred, upon the com- 
pariſon : David's was, perhaps, the nobler friend- 
ſhip; and Jonathan's the more amiable : not that 
David's was defective, even in what may be called 
the ſoftneſs, and infirmity of friendſhip ; inaſmuch 
as we are aſſured, that, in the diſtreſs of parting, he 
exceeded (1 Sam. xx. 41.). But however that may be 
conteſted, this, I believe, will eaſily be allowed, that 
no other inſtance of friendihip (except that of Je- 
sus CuRIST to his diſciples) ever yet exceeded (I 
firmiy believe, none ever equalled) either. 

What is ſingular in David's character is, that he 
knew ſo well how to reconcile friendſhip, and royal- 
ty. Other pn have had confidants ; but David 
had a friend other princes have had partners, in 
their p:-aſmes, and ſharers, in the ſecrets of their 
guilt ; but David's was a friendſhip of a very diffe- 
rent comple:.on ; a commerce, and a communica- 
tion, of a very aii'crent kind. The principles, up- 
on which his friendſhip was ſounded, and the refin- 
ed, and delicate ſenſe he had of that noble inter- 
courſe, are heſt ſeen, in that tender complaint, at the 
fifty- fiſth Pſalm———Bzt it was thou, my c 
on, my guide, aud 7.:ne own familiar friend. We took 
feet counſel together, and walked, in the houſe of God, 
as friends. The beauty, and energy of the original 
is inexpreſſible: We, who fer: tened counſe!, and walk- 
ed, in the houſe of Gd, together. 

The man, that hath a heart truly turned to friend- 
ſhip, will feel ſomething in thoſe words, which no 
other, upon the ſubjcct, ever yet came up to; the 
throbbings of his own breaft, will be their beſt com- 
meat. 

And that David was not wanting to his ſon, upon 
this ſubjet, may very reaſonably be concluded, 
from the many excellent precepts, and fine re- 
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flexions upon friendſhip, ſcattered through his Pro- 
verbs | 

In that infinite number of idle objections, igno- 
rantly urged againſt the Scriptures, this alſo hath 
been one ; That they no-where recommend friend- 
ſhip, or the love of our country. To this I ſhall 
only anſwer at preſent, That if the faireſt, and love- 
lieſt examples of any excellence, are the beſt recom- 
mendations of it, this, I hepe, will no longer be 
made an objection. 

But David's generoſity was not confined to friend- 
ſhip ; it was no leſs eminent in enmity. There is 
not, perhaps, one inſtance of ſo unjuſt, ſo ungrate- 
ful, and ſo inveterate a perſecution, as he ſuffered 
from Sax/: this I am ſure of, there is no example, 
(but one) of ſuch a ſuperiority over revenge, and ſo 
noble a remiſſion of injuries, throughout the whole 
compaſs of hiſtory! To have his mortal enemy, 
twice, abſolutely, in his power, and not ſo much as 
ſuffer him to be ſain ! Nay, not only his mortal ene- 
my, but his only obſtacle to empire, and yet, not 
ſutfer that obſtacle to be removed Þ ! 

There is an united grandeur, and goodneſs, in 
this conduct, which innobleth the character of Da- 
vid, far beyond the ordinary idea of human excel- 
lence. And if, in this conduct, at leaſt, David was 
not the man after God's own heart, who ever was? A 
common man would, nay, a great man might, have 
thought, that the providence of Gop had put his 
enemy in his power; and, therefore, the occaſion 
was not to be loſt, Theſe, it is evident, were the 
ſentiments of his followers ; when Saul was found 
ſingle, defenceleſs, and, in all probability, aſleep, 
in the cave: (1 Sam. xxiv. 4.) Aud the men of Da- 

vid 
#* Beſides the aſſurance we have, that he alſo had a friend, 
NN. nathan, the heir pparent to the throne, deſired on! 
B. Jonathan, a A 
to be ſecond to David, 1 Sam. xxiii. 17. 4 
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vid ſaid unto him, Behold the day, of which the Lord 
ſaid unto thee, Behold, I will deliver thine enemy into 
thy band; that thou mayſt do to him, as it ſhall ſeem 
good unto thee. Yet, the higheſt injury, all this could 
tempt him to, was, the cutting off Saul's ſkirt of his 
robe: and we find, that his beart ſmote bim, even 
for that. 

Not content with this, he ſoon after ran the greateſt 
hazard of his life, to ſhew another inſtance of gene- 
rolity, yet greater, if poſſible! He ſtole into Saul 's 
camp, in the dead of the night, with only one com- 
panion (1 Sam. xxvi.) ; found Saul again aſleep, and 
unarmed ; his companion begg'd only for leave to 
ſmite him, and was refuſed ; refuſed upon ſuch prin- 
ciples, as no Heathen hero had an idea of: As the 
Lord liveth, the Lord ſhall ſmite bim; er his day ſhall 
come o die; or be ſhall deſcend into battle, and periſh, 
1 Sam. xxvi. 10. | 

Compare this, ye boaſters of Heathen virtue, with 
the tabled proweſs of Ulyſſes, and Diomede, or Alex- 
anders rant of ſcorning to ſteal a victory; or what 
elſe, of whom elſe ye pleaſe; and then, exult in 
your comparilon | 

As I have nothing in view, but the manifeſtation 
of truth, I will not diſſemble, that David's charac- 
ter, as a generous enemy, hath been greatly impeach- 
ed, by his laſt dying charge to his ſon, in relation 
to Jcab, and Sbimei; on both whom he deſired ven- 
geance ſhould be taken, for thoſe crimes, which he 
teemed to have forgiven in the one, by ſuffering 
them to go ſo long unpuniſhed ; and which he ex- 
preſly forgave in the other, and confirmed that for- 
giveneſs, by an oath, that he ſhould not die. 


To 


I call this a rant, becauſe it was not his true reaſon, for de- 
clining to iavade Darizs's camp, by night : his true reaſon, if 
I rightly remember Arrian's account of it, was, becauſe in the 
night, chance, and tumult reign ; whereas Alexander's depen- 


dence for victory, was upon the fortitude, and military ſkill of 
his army. 
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To the firſt of theſe I anſwer, That Foab's mur- 
ders were crimes, which David never did forgive ; 
and, very probably, thought he could not, in con- 
tradiction to the expreſs commands of Gop : and, 
therefore, that guilt, which he himſelf wanted power 
to puniſh “, and which le only forbore to puniſh, 
becauſe he wented power ; he wiſely, and religiouſly 
recommended to his ſon to expiate, by the blood of 
the offender, that his family, and his kingdom, 
might be clear of it. 

The judicious author of the Apologue de David, 
(Journal de Trevoux, Tom. 3.) hath a conjecture upon 
this point, which is, at once, very ingenious, and 
very probable : he imagines, that David propoſed the 
prize of the captain-generalſtip, to the firſt that 
ſhould ſcale the walls of Sion, upon a proſpect, that 
ſomebody elſe might gain that prize, and Joab's au- 
thority be diminiſhed by that means : but his felicity 
defeated the deſign. . 

He, after this, took meaſures to depoſe him, in 
_ of Amaſa, but was defcated, alſo in that de- 
ign. 

Foab was his near kinſman, he was valiant, and, in 
other reſpects, faithful to him; and David had no 
perſonal pique to him, before the death of Abſalom 
(and he would have put him to death before that, 
had he been able) : What, then, but duty could ſway 
him, in this conduct, againſt ſo many prequdices ? 


* 2 Sam. iii. 28, 29, 39- 

28. And afterward, when David heard it, he jaid, I. and my 
kingdom are guiltleſs, before the Lord for ever, from the blood of 
Abner, the fon of Ner. 

29. Let it reſ on the head of Feab, and on all his father's 
houſe ; and let there not fail from the houſe of F oab, one that hath 
an iſſue, or that is a leper, or that leaneth an a flaf}, or that 
falleth on the ſword, or that lacketh bread. 

39- 4nd 1 am this day weak, though anointed ting; end—the 
ſons of Zeruiah be tos hard for me. The Lird bail reward tht 
deer of evil according to bis <wickedne/. 
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As to the next objection, it is evident, that if 
David had been acted, in this affair, by a ſpirit of 
revenge, he would not have ſpared Sbimei, in the 
very inſtant of paſſion, and provocation ; and when 
he was ſo earneſtly importuned, for leave to puniſh 
him. Plutarch reports of Pericles, that when one of 
the Athenians had railed at him, all day, and purſued 
him to his houſe, reviling him, Pericles only turned 
about at the door, and calling to one of his — 
ordered him to lead that citizen, home to his houſe. 
This is ailowed an extraordinary inſtance of temper 
in Pericles ; but it muſt be obſerved, that his reviler 
was a fcliow-citizen, David's a ſubject, and a rebel: 
Pericles's conduct but aſſerted his ſuperiority, over 
an idle, inſignificant, man ; David's proclaimed his 
humiliation to Gop. 

St. Ambroſe tells us of Theodofius, (de obit. Theod.) 
That he looked upon it as a favour done him, when 
he was deſired © forgive. Theodefius forgave, when 
he was petitioned to pardon ; David, when he was 
unportuned to puniſh ; hercin imitating the mercy 
of GoD, who, as 1/aich expreſſeth it, warteth, that be 
may be gracious. Had David copicd after any lower 
pattern, he had not ſpared Shimez, in the very inſtant 
of paſſion, and provocation : nor would he atter- 
wards have forgiven him, in the tulneſs of proſperity, 
and power. That fulneſs of power, which is wont 
to ſwell other breaſts with rancour, at the remem- 
brance of injuries, and inſolence, in avenging them, 
did bur ſoften, and ſweeten his. David's patience, 
under Shimei's reproaches, is, at once, a ſtrong 
inſtance of heroick magnanimity, and ſignal reſigna- 
tion, to the will of Gor. He had before conquered 
great nations, by his fortitude, and conduct, as a 
captain; and heroes, and leaders, by his perſonal 
Prowels ; but he was now yet greater, upon Solo- 
mon's principles, in ruling his own ſpirit, and ſub- 


duing his reſentments, to the humiliation, which ” 
oo 
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owed to Gon. He very well knew, how much the 
remiſſion of perſonal injuries, became the kingly 
character, A therefore, he gave Sbimei his life, 
and confirmed the grant, by an oath. But then, it 
muſt be remembered, tl at the obligation of this 
oath was purely perſonal ; for ſo he himſolſ explains 
it, 1 Kings ii. 8. And I fware unto bim, Jy ihe Lord, 
ſaying, I vill not put thee to dea“ b, with the ſword. 
And, therefare, although David was bound, Solomon 
was at full liberty to vindicate the majeſty of kings, 
in chaſtiſing this high inſult, upon his father, after 
ſuch a manner, as he thought fit : nor was there 
any danger of doing this to exceſs, when the 
chaſtiſement was deferred, to the calm, and cool 
ſeaſon of diſpaſſionate juſtice : when neither paſſion, 
nor perſonal reſentment, could inflame the vengzance. 
David well knew, how much it became the piety of 
his character, to remit himſelf, and his concerns, to 
the divine diſpoſal, throughout the whole courſe of 
his life; but could he, for this reaſon, wholly re- 
nounce the intereſt of juſtice ? Or if he could, he 
very well knew, how dangerous an example it might 
be to his ſucceſſors, to ſuffer ſuch injuries, and in- 
ſults, upon majeſty, to paſs unpuniſhed : and, 
therefore, when he had acted up to the piety, and 
dignity of his own character, he very witely admo- 
niſhed his ſon, to act up to the wiſdom of his. 

And here I muſt beg leave to obſerve, that this 
reaſoning ſufficiently juſtifies David, in this point, 
even upon ſuppoſition, that the text 1s rightly tran- 
lated, which I am, in my private judgment, fully 
convinced it is not: for, ſurely, the particle Yau ( 
ought to be rendered here, as in all ſimilar caſes, 
not connectively, but disjunctively. I ſhall inſtance 
only in one caſe, I might mention many. 
_ Aeny beſceches Go:;, to keep him from the 
Extremes both of poverty, and wealth. If thy 


particle 


© P,ov. xxx. 8. 
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particle Yau were to be interpreted here connectively, 


the petition would run thus — Grve me not poverty, 
and riches — Every one ſees the abſurdity of this 

tition ; and, therefore, the tranſlators rightly 
rendered it, Give me neither poverty, nor riches. In 
the ſame analogy, the paſſage in queſtion, rightly 
tranſlated, will ſtand thus: Now, therefore, neither 
hold him guiltleſs, (for thou art a wiſe man, and 
knoweſt, what thou oughteſs to do unto bim) nor bis 
boar head bring thou down to the grave, with blood. 
This advice, in this ſenſe, is full of humanity, as 
well as wiſdom ; and Solomon (we ſee) underſtood, 
and obſcrved it, in this ſenſe, and in no other. 


CH AP. XXVL 


A ſhort Compariſan of David with Alexander, 
Cæſar, and Scipio. His Charatter concludes this 
Work. 


David compared with Alexander. 


. Y purpoſe, in this ſhort eſſay, is not to 
debaſe the ſacred character of David, by a 
minute compariſon with men, who (with all their 
vaunts of valour, and military exploits) had little 
truly heroic, or excellent, in their compaſition ; and 
that little, confined, to the ſingle character of Scipio. 
The other two were, at beſt, but ſucceſsful, and 
accompliſhed robbers, and murderers : riot, and 
vanity, ambition, irreligion, and ſenſuality, diſtin- 
guiſh, and ſum up the reſt of their character. The 
only honour, then, that I mean to David, in this 
compariſon, is, barely to ſhew, how far he excelled 
them, where they excelled themſelves. 

Jo begin then, Alexander is celebrated, for a noble 
inſtance of abſtinence, recorded of him by Curtius; 


and, perhaps, the nobleſt act of his whgle life. 


The 


ges Curtius, lib. Vii. cap. 3 
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The king, diſtreſſed with thirſt, meets a ſoldier, 
carrying ſome water, to the relief of his ſons, in like 
diſtreſs. The generous ſoldier offers his prince a 

of his treaſure ; he received it, __ u 
— for whom it was intended, returned it 
untouched : I is too little for all, (ſays he) and I 
cannot bear to be relieved alone. 

The king had juſt before been in ſome deſpon- 
dency, on account of the diſtreſs his army ſuffered, 
in a deſolate country, for want of water; and his 
friends beſought him to remember, that his fortitude 
was the only ſtay of his fainting forces: and now 2 
noble occaſion offered of animating them to patience, 
by his own example, and he employed it, with be- 
coming, magnanimity. 

The reader will recolledt a like inſtance of David's 
abſtinence, from the twenty-third chapter of the 
ſecond book of Samuel: And three of the thirty 
chiefs went down, and came to David, in the harveſt- 
time, wnto the cave of Adullam. And the troop of the 
Philiſtines pitched, in the valley of Rephaim : Da- 
vid was. then in an bold, and the pariſon of the Phi- 
liſtines then in Bethlebem; and David longed, and ſaid, 
Oh ! that one <vould give me to drink of the water of 
the well of Bethlehem, which is by the gate! And the 
three mighty men brake through the boſt of the Pbiliſtines, 
end drew water out of the well of Bethlebem, and tock, 
and brought it to David : nevertheleſs, be would nat 
drink thereof, but poured it out unto the Lord. And be 
ſaid, Be it far from me, O Lord, that I ſhould do 
| this ! Is not this the blood of the men, that went in 
Jeopardy of their lives ? Therefore, be would not drink 
10 


Alexander abſtained, in a country where he was 
maſter, and under the ſecurity of being relieved, in 
a few hours. He abſtained, for the ſupport of an 
army, which, in all probability, had deſponded up- 
on his indulging: nor could he have indulged, 

without, 
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without ſome degree of — to a faithful 
ſoldier, an afflifted father, and his fainting children. 
David abſtained, when he was in hold, and hemmed 
in, by a mighty army, in the ſcorching heat of 
autumn ; and when his relief would, in all probabi- 
lity, have given new life to his companions! A 
much higher, and nobler inſtance of abſtinence, 
founded upon nobler principles, upon the motives of 
a moſt generous humanity, and moſt exalted piety ! 
What was purchaſed, at the hazard of ſuch lives, 
was too precious to be ſacrificed to private gratifi- 
cation; and, therefore, was poured out, in a thank- 
offering to Gop, for their deliverance. 

It we conſider David, in the light of his perſonal 

courage, will any hero of antiquity exceed him ? 
Will any equal him ? 
Alexander hath, indeed, the faireſt claim of com- 
petition with him; and yet, I think, Alexander's 
own flattering hiſtorian, would be forced to give 
David the preference, upon the compariſon. If 
Alexander ſlew a lion, he flew him, by Curtius's own 
account, armed, and at advantage; and we know, 
that Lyſimacbhus claimed the honour of being his 
aſſiſtant, in the combat : not to inſiſt, that — 
ders combat was wanton, and out of character, and 
well deſerved the taunt, which the Spartan embaſ- 
ſador threw upon him, on that occaſion. David ſub- 
dued his lion, (to ſay nothing of the bear) ſingle, 
and unarmed, and in the duty of his character; and 
when he had done fo, he took no pride, from the 
merit of his proweſs; but gave Gop the glory of 
his deliverance. 

Had Alexander engaged, and conquered Porus, 
(which, by the way, he maniſeſtly declined, till he 
found him in flight, and wounded) as David did 
Galiab; how had the world been ſtunned, with the 
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Curtius, lib. viii. cap. 1. 
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vaunts of lis own vanity, and the echoes of his flat- 
terers! Darid is the ſame ſilent, unaſſuming man, 
after his conqueſt, that he: was before, and rather 
declines, than claims the reward of his proweſs * ; 
judging of his real merit, and the eſteem conceived of 
it by others, by that humble opinion, which he him- 
ſelf entertained of it. And to ſhew, how intirely he 
aſcribed the ſucceſs of his combat, to the good pro- 
vidence, and protection of the Almighty, he hung up 
the ſword of Goliab, the trophy of his conqueſt, in 
the tabernacle of his Gop. 

In one word, David is, perhaps, the ſingle inſtance 
of great talents, untainted by pride ! or, to ſpeak 
more properly, of great talents, ſignally adorned, 
and] illuſtrated, by a moſt conſpicuous, and exemplary 
humulity |! 

J have already mentioned ſome inſtances of Da- 
vid's magnanimity: give me leave to add another, 
not ſo intereſting, and illuſtrious, at firſt ſight, and 
yet, ſuch as, perhaps, will be found, upon inquiry, 
no way inferior, to the greateſt inſtances of heroiſm, 
recorded by antiquity. 

David, perſecuted by Saul, throws himſelf under 
the protection of his mortal enemy; the protection 
of Acbiſb, king of Gath : that king, whoſe hero he 
had ſlain, and whoſe armies he had routed. This 
was a reſolution, above the conception of a common 
heart! A reſolution, which none, but a conſummate 
hero, was capable of forming! The generoſity of 
his own heart ſuggeſted to him, what reception 
Acbiſb was bound to give him, in the character of a 
king. He well knew, that the protection of a brave 
enemy, in diſtreſs, was the nobleſt enſign of royalty; 
the cliaracter, and teſt of true glory! Achifo, it is 
true, had it not (kings are not always, what they 
ſhould be) : David found his error, and 2 
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his conduct; and immediately put on that character, 
to which it was natural his preſent condition ſhould 
reduce him : he appeareth mad ; and it was natural 
to believe, that the diſtreſſes he endured, might 
have turned his brain. David's character was well 
known at Gath ; and, perhaps, it was an obſerva- 
tion, older than Solomon, that Oppraſion maketh a 
wiſe man mad. The event was anſwerable : Achiſh 
was deluded, and David delivered. 

A thinking reader will, I am perſuaded, find, 
in this conduct of David, all the magnanimity of 
Coriolanus, (freed from the leven, which debaſed it) 
and all the dexterity of Brutus. 


David compared with Cæſar. 


The ſacred hiſtorian obſerves of David, that he 
was thirty years old, when he began to reign, and he 
reigned forty years; ſeven years and ſix months in 
Ilelron, and thirty-three in Fernuſalem. 

It is obvious to obſerve from hence, that David 
was not raiſed to the throne, till the levity of youth 
was over; and with that, the pride, and ſelf-ſuth- 
ciency, which is ſo apt to overſet it. He was earl 

' anointed to the regal office, to inſpire him wi 

noble purpoſes, and a conduct, ſuitable to the 
dignity, for which he was deſigned; but he was 
long exerciſed, in toils, and calamities of various 
kinds, before he was put in poſſeſſion of it ; that 
he might diſcharge it, under the united advantages 
of more experience, and more moderation. And 
the beſt hiſtorians have obſerved, that this hath 
frequently been the condition, and character of the 
beſt princes. An obſcrvation, ſufficiently juſtified, 


by the princes of our own, as well as thoſe of other 
nations. ' 


My Lord Bacen obſerves of Cæſar, that he firſt 
encountered a rugged fortune, which turned to his 
advantage 6 
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advantage: For this (ſaith that noble writer) cu7bed 
bis pride, and ſpurred his induſtry. | 

As David had more native, and acquired humility, 
than any mere mortal, the prevention of pride in 
him, who was to be a perpetual reformer of the 
world, and inſpirer of virtue, was of vaſtly more 
conſequence, than the repreſſing of it in Cæſar, who 
was only a temporary conqueror. 

Ceſar, bred up in luxury, and eaſe, was naturally 
ſlothful, (as lions, tigers, and other beaſts of prey, 
are, from a noble appointment of Providence, found 
to be) though, occaſionally, active, beyond moſt 
others. David's condition of life inured him, to 
early vigilance : inſomuch that activity quickly be- 
came, in him, a natural habit. And the ſequel of 
his life ſufficiently ſhews, of how much conſequence 
it was, to have that habit early inſpired, and impreſ- 
{ed upon him; and long 2 and continued. 
Ceſar's natural indolence needed all the incitements 
of ambition, to roul: him to the ruin of his coun- 
try: David's activity callid only for thoſe of duty, to 
inſpire him, to rec m his. 

Ceſar is celebrate, by all hiſtorians, for his cle- 
mency; becauie, when poſſeſſed of the ſupreme 

wer, he employed it not, in the gratification of 
bis revenge; but receive:] moſt of thoſe to mercy, 
that ſued to him for it: that is, Cæſar is celebrated, 
upon this account, that wien he had deſtroyed the 
conſtitution of his country, and uſurped upon the 
libertics of his fellow-citizens, he did not, with their 
liberties, ſtrip all that oppoled him of their lives 
alſo ; though many he did. David, when he had 
quelled the moſt unnatural, and moſt unjuſt rebelii- 
on, that ever was raiſed, againſt a rightful, a law- 
ful, a juſt, a wiſe, and a good king; received tlie 
whole number of his rebellious ſubjects, into mercy 
at once, without making one ſingle ſacrifice, either 
to vengeance, or the * of rebellion. Here then 
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is the difference : Ceſar is celebrated, for not copy- 
ing the cruelty of Marius, and Sylla; David is illu- 
ſtrious, for imitating the mercy of Gov. 


David compared with Scipio. 


The early ſcenes of Scipio the elder's life, cannot 
fail to render him an object of the higheſt admirati- 
gn, and eſteem, to all that konour true fortitude, and 
truc patriotiſm : that particularly, (after the fatal 
field of Cann) in which, with a moſt glorious reſo- 
lution, and heroic ardour of ſoul, he arreſted the deſ- 

rate counſels of ſome of the young Roman nobi- 
ity, who were dcliberating, about deſerting their 
country; and, with his drawn ſword at their breaſts, 
forced them into a ſolemn oath, to abide by it, and 
ſupport it. 

Let me but briefly obſerve, that the perſons thus 
influenced by Scipio, were young, noble, and ſuſfici- 
ently intereſted, in the well-being of their country. 
And now, let the candid reader indulge me, in recol- 
lecting a ſhort tranſaction, already noticed, in the 
life of David, wholly referring it, to his own judg- 
ment, and ingenuity, to inter, and apply, as he 
thinks proper. 

David, driven into exile, by the joint ingratitude, 
and injuſtice of his country, and his prince, became 
the common refuge of the diſtreſſed, the indebted, 
the diſcontented: And how did he employ all the ſe? 
Was it in the common way of gratifying their viccs, 
and his own revenge? Quite otherwiſe : his firſt 
care was, to place his parents, and his brethren, 
fafe, under the protection of the king of Moab ; 
and that was ſcarce over, when the diſtreſſes of his 
country called for his aid. Keilah was beſieged, by 
the Pbiliſtines, the country was ravaged, and the 
threſhing-floors robbed : and Saul, intent upon ven- 
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nce *, neglected every thing, but the purſuit 
of David : whilſt David, careleſs of luis own ſafety, 
imployed his power, no otherwiſe, than in influ-+ 
encing all thoſe ſour, and cxaiperated ſpirits, who 
had now no property, and, of conſequence, no in- 
tereſt in the well bring of their country, into one 
common care, and concern, for its fafety ; to the 
double danger of their own lives, from the Philiftines 
before them, and Saul behind. And, therefore, 
when David urged them, to this glorious enterprize, 
their anſwer was very natural: Behold, wwe be afraid 
here in Fudah : hero much more then, if we come to 
Keilah, againſt the armies of the Philiſtines * They 
were in ſufficient danger, from one enemy, where 
they were; and could it be leſs than deſperate raſh- 
neſs, to thruſt themſclves between two? And yet, 
notwithſtanding this remonſtrance, David's influence 
prevailed. And, certainly, nothing, but the higheſt 
veneration of the ſuperior proweſs, wiſdom, and 
magnanimity of their leader, could ſway them to 
ſo noble a reſolution, againſt ſuch juſt fears: 
nor was their confidence miſplaced ; they fought, 
they defeated the P3:/;ftines, with a great laughter ; 
they ſpoiled their cnemics, and they ſaved their 
country. 

Had David been a Heathen hero, with what end- 
lefs praiſes, had this unparallelled inſtance of patri- 
otiſm, been pcaled in our ears ! | 

Few men have ever won more glory, by any act 
of heroiſm, than Scipio, by one inſtance of tem 
rance, in abſtaining (in the prime of youth) from 
a fair captive of great quality, whom the chance 
of war had put into his power; and reſtoring her, 

untouched, 


This eagerneſs of Saul, for vengeance upon Dawid, is 
beautifully expreſſed, in that attitude, in which * and his army 
are painted, in the text, 1 Sam. xxii. 6. Non Saul abode in 
Gibeah, under a tree, in Ramah, having his fpcay in l hand, 
and all bis ſervants flanding about hin. 
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untouched, and unranſomed, to a prince, to whom 
ſhe was affianced. It hath hitherto made no part 
of David's praiſe, that he treated Abigail, with an 
abſtinence, of, at leaſt, equal virtue. Scipio's policy 
was concerned, in his abſtinence; he gained an al- 
liance of great conſequence by it: David con- 
ſulted no intereſt, in his abſtinence, but that of 
virtue. 

Scipio abſtained, where gratitude muſt make him 
2 friend : David, where ingratitude had made him 
an enemy. Scipio ſpared the ſpouſe of a young 
prince, that loved her to diſtraction : in David's 
caſe, it might be inſiſted, that a brute, and a fool, 
was incapable of love. The fame compaſſion, and 
humanity, that pleaded for reftoring his ſpouſe to 
Allucie, might be pleaded, for not reſtoring Abigail 
to Nabal. 

In the laſt place, Aucio's ſpouſe might be fair, 
yet not defirabic, in the eyes of Scipio the event 
{ufficiently ſhews, that Abigail was very amiable, in 
the eycs of David. 


In one word, policy, humanity, compaſſion, and, 


it may be, indlifference, pleaded for the abſtinence 
of Scipio; duty only, for that of David. 

Bur, after all, it muſt be owned, that there is 
one objection to David's character, both in point of 
humility, and patriotiſm ; I mean, the calamity de- 
rived upon his country, by his vain numbering of 
the people. 

Admit this the effect of a criminal vanity, (tho* 
it might as well have been the effect of true piety, 
and gratitude to GOD *) yet it muſt be allowed, that 


no 


* This criminal conduct of David, will, however, in my 
huinabie opinion, receive ſome alleviation, from that declaration 
of his being moved to it, through Gop's anger, kindled againſt 
that people, 2 Sam. xxiv. 1. and as their antecedent fins had 
drawn this judgment upon them, their ſubſequent negle& of the 
atonement, in that caſe, required, was, in all probability, a great 
aggravation of it. Sce Zx:d. xxx. 12. and ſubſequent verics. 
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no vanity could be more natural to the human heart; 
no deluſion could he more tempting, to a man, raiſed 
trom obſcurity, than a deſire of knowing the extent 
of that royal power, to which he was exalted. And 
ſhall one tranſgreſſion of this kind, impeach a cha- 
rater, eſtabliſhed by the tenor of life? Gop forbid! 
But however this may be deemed, by ſuperficial, 
and libertine ſpirits, to affect him, in point of hu- 
mility, the praiſe of his patriotiſm is, undoubtedly, . 
raiſed by it; inaſmuch as he evidently intended no 
evil, to his people, in that account he ordered to be 
taken of them. And when he found it came upon 
them, he, with a generoſity, far tranſcending that 
either of a Decius, or a Codrus, offered not only 
himſelf, but his whole family alſo, to be devoted 
to deſtruction, in their ſtead (2 Sam. xxiv. 17.): 
And David ſpake unto the Lord, when he ſaw the angel, 
that ſmote the people; and ſaid, Lo, I have finned, and 
1 have done wickedly ; but theſe ſheep, what have they 
done? Let thine hand, I pray thee, be againſt me, and 
againſt my fauber's houſe. 

Upon the whole, David is a character, which 
ſtands ſingle, in the accounts of the world ; equally 
eminent, and unrivalled. 

For, not to inſiſt upon his great perſonal accom- 
pliſhments, ſuch as beauty, ſtature, ſtrength, ſwift- 
neſs, and eloquence ; his charaQter is ſufficiently di- 
ſtinguiſhed, by the nobleſt qualities, endowments, 
and events. 

Exalted, from an humble ſhepherd, to a mighty 
monarch, without the leaſt tincture of pride, diſ- 
dain, or envy! Quite otherwiſe, remarkably humble 
in exaltation; or rather, humbled by it! Exalted, 
unenvicd ! Exalted himſelf, and equally exalting the 
ſtate he ruled: raiſing it from contempt, poverty, 
and oppreſſion, to wealth, dignity, and ſway! A 
man, experienced in every viciſſitude of fortune, 


and life, and equal to them all! Throughly tried, 
in 
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* in adverſity, and tempted, by ſucceſs! yet ſtill ſu- 


4” — cruelly, and unjuſtly perſecuted, yet not to 
ked, even to juſt revenge ! In the ſaddeſt, 
and ſuddeneſt reverſe of fortune, depreſſed by no- 
thing, but the remembrance of guilt; and, in con- 
ſequence of that, unhumbled to any thing but Gop ! 
To ſum up all! A true believer, and zealous 
adorer of Gop ; teacher of his law, and worſhip, 
and inſpirer of his praiſe! A glorious example, a 
perpetual, and inexhauſtible fountain of true piety ! 
A conſummate, and unequalled hero, a ſkilful, and 
a fortunate captain! A ſteady patriot, a wiſe ruler, 
a faithful, a generous, and a magnanimous friend | 
And, what is yet rarer, a no leſs generous, and 
imous enemy! A true penitent, a divine 
mulician, a ſublime poet, and an inſpired prophet ! 
By birth, - a. peaſant ; by merit, a prince! In youth, 
a hero; in manhood, a monarch ; in age, a faint ! 


This is David : What his revilers are, their own 
revilings tell. 


